
Pastor Sharon’s Sharings 

LIVE 2 GIVE 

There are many reasons we give: 

We have been created in the image of a generous God, and we have a need to give of ourselves. 

Giving gets us below our ego-selves to the place where we are reminded that all things belong to God, 

including us. 

We give to God’s gospel mission in response to the grace and love we have received. 

Our ongoing relationship with Jesus the Christ compels us to love like Jesus loves. 

God’s mission through the church needs our resources to live out Jesus’ commands to love, bless, and 

serve the world. 

We are at a pivotal time in the life of the church and in the life of St. Peter specifically. As we continue to 

navigate the pandemics of our current world, we are confronted with the reality that things are not 

going to be the same. We will not return to “normal” as much as we will develop and adjust to a new 

normal. Even more, we are invited to consider that there never really was a “normal”. Life without 

change and challenge is an illusion. The life of faith has always been about movement and challenge and 

transformation in the face of change. It is not an unchanging world that gives us security and hope. It is a 

constant and unfailing God who walks with us in and through the changes of daily life. 

Here at St. Peter, we have faithfully continued our mission during this time of covid and other societal 

struggles. We have also continued to dream and plan for our future mission. Through our Asset -

Mapping process we have renamed our five priorities for ministry in the coming years. These priorities 

are: 

HOSPITALITY - EMBRACE ALL 

PROMOTING HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

WORSHIP 

OUTREACH/SERVING OTHERS 

GIVING 

These are exciting and hopeful priorities as we seek to continue sharing God’s love, justice, and mercy 

here on Fort Myers Beach. We have a strong tradition of serving that will continue in new and 

meaningful ways! 

With these hopes and dreams comes the need for resources; both people-resources and financial-

resources. We approved a hefty budget this year, and presently, our financial giving is running behind 

our needs. Meeting our 2022 budget will be a significant challenge. But not one that is beyond us if we 

all prayerfully consider our giving to God’s ministry at St. Peter. As you prayerfully consider your present 

giving and how you might increase your gifts to the mission here, ask yourself the following questions: 

 



Has God been faithful and abundant in providing for my life? 

Has St. Peter been a source of strength and meaning in the life of my family and in the lives of those in 

need in our community? 

Is my giving proportionate to my faith relationship with God? 

Am I committed to sustaining and growing God’s ministry through St. Peter for the sake of the world? 

Tim and I have prayerfully considered these questions and made a decision to give a $1,000 love gift 

(over and above our pledged tithe-10% of our yearly income) This we will give to the general fund for 

2022 to help our faith community meet our budget for ministry. I am inviting each person who is a 

member or friend of St. Peter to prayerfully consider doing the same. I am hoping for fifty family units 

who can match the $1,000 gift. 

Now, I realize that some of you can give more and some can give less. Some of you are already giving at 

a sacrificial level including not just gifts of financial means, but also gifts of time and talent! Well done 

good and faithful servants. We thank you for your generosity of spirit. There is no guilt here. God loves a 

cheerful giver! 

At the same time, there are those of us who can give more. Those of us who can grow spiritually 

through stretching ourselves and our commitment to God’s mission. 

As you consider this invitation, please know that your giving is confidential. Only our bookkeeper, Beth, 

has access to the amounts of your gift. Your decision to give more to God’s mission is seen and 

appreciated by our Lord Jesus who knows that it is not the amount of the gift, but the heart of the giver 

that matters. After prayerful consideration, if you decide to give a love gift of any amount for our 2022 

general fund, please mark your contribution 2022 Love Gift and put it in the offering plate, send to the 

church office, or give through our website (specifying general fund). 

And then I would ask you to consider one more question. Ask yourself whether you can sustain this level 

of giving (or more) on a yearly basis so that our congregational giving pattern is not just one of 

responding to specific needs and appeals, but a consistent reflection of our faith in an abundant and 

generous God. 

It is truly a joy to serve in partnership with you here at St Peter. I believe God has big plans for the 

ministry and mission in this place. Our location here on Fort Myers Beach is an asset and gift to our 

community and to the wider church. I can’t wait to see what God is going to do through us! 

May the peace of God that passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Pastor Sharon Taylor 


