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Office Hours 
Mon – Wed – Fri 
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Phone:  239-463-4251 

WEBSITE:  www.stpeterfmb.com 
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STAFF 
 

Pastor – Rev. Rick Lund 
Office Assistant – Trudy Archer 

Organist/Choir Director – Jim Kreger 
Artist in Residence/Pianist – Shirley Roe 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS THE PRINTING 
AND MAILING COSTS, please submit your check either in the mail 
or your envelope with “Fisherman” as the subject line.  The cost 
to print and mail is   $65 -75 per month. 
 

THANK YOU TO DONNA ALBERT FOR SPONSORING THIS 
MONTH’S FISHERMAN IN HONOR OF GEORGE’S BIRTHDAY 

http://www.stpeterfmb.com/
mailto:Stpeterfmb@gmail.com


REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR RICK         

Brothers and sisters in Christ:  
 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus 
our Lord. (1 Timothy 1:2) 
 
I begin this, my final Fisherman article, with the greeting of St. 
Paul to Timothy. Paul’s letters to Timothy have the feel of a 
transfer of ministry to his young protégé. The purpose of his 
personal letter is expressed in 3:15: 
 
[So]you will know how people must conduct themselves in the 
household of God. This is the church of the living God, which is 
the pillar and foundation of the truth. 
 
My purpose is not to tell you how to conduct yourselves in God’s 
church, but to remind you that the church is “the living God” on 
earth.  What an awesome privilege and responsibility! I am 
deeply grateful to have been shepherd of the “living God” people 
of St Peter Lutheran Church. 
 
I arrived on December 1 of last year for one year of service, but 
expressed that I would certainly be open to the call of the Holy 
Spirit to extend my ministry beyond that. My wife Katherine was 
planning to retire by year end 2020, and we were not certain how 
that would affect our lives. As with every one of us, the Pandemic 
changed our plans. We feel a strong pull from Holy Spirit to 
return to our home in Chippewa Falls, WI and begin retirement 
life together.  
 
My last Sunday at St. Peter will be October 18. 
 



 
 
Announcing my retirement in June gave the Church Council 
sufficient time to call your new pastor. By the time many of you 
read this, you will have voted on your new pastor. I trust you 
voted positively and that she will begin her ministry on the most 
“Protestant” day of the year—Reformation Sunday, October 25. I 
rejoice with you at the call of your new pastor.  
 
We will be leaving Ft. Myers Beach for home at the end of 
October. We are excited to spend our first Thanksgiving, Advent, 
and Christmas holidays in 34 years in the pew and not in the 
pulpit (or, in the case of the rest of the family, in the front first 
pew!) Our new congregation is Central Lutheran Church, 
Chippewa Falls WI.  
 
Katherine and I will experiment with the “snowbird lifestyle” this 
winter. January through March will be split into two segments: 
the first half will be in Galveston, TX, within 90 minutes of our 
older son, Trygve and his wife Mollie. The second half will find 
us in Charleston, SC, where I hope to discover fantastic bike 
riding opportunities.  
 
I do not know your new pastor, but I do know God. He has been 
alive in this congregation and therefore I leave Ft. Myers Beach 
feeling blessed and hopeful for your future.   
 
If you ever make your way to northwest Wisconsin we hope you 
will come and visit us.   
Thank you so much for the joy of serving Christ with you. 
 
Pastor Rick (and Katherine) Lund 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Here are the Worship Committee quotes 
from Martin Luther: 
 
"You have as much laughter as you have 
faith" 
 
"All who call on God in true faith, 
earnestly from the heart, will certainly 
be heard, and will receive what they have 
asked and desired" 
 

 

 

 

God’s surprises 
Don’t assume that God will always work in your life the 
way he always has. A sunset is proof that God colors 
outside the lines. He has no status quo. Even the laws of 
nature are his to interrupt. As many times as you’ve 
prayed before, today may be the day when God sends the 
answer so swiftly — so divinely — that you’re windburned. 
―Beth Moore 
 
 

 

 



 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Updates 

on Tuesday, September 15, 2020 

         

• St. Peter Church Council members received the final 
approval from the Synod on the church’s updated 
constitution and soon copies will be sent to voting members 
electronically, by mail or by pick up in person at the church 
office. After thirty days in review of the updates, the voting 
members will meet to vote to ratify this constitution.  

• The Church Council members reviewed the guidelines for the 
reopening date of St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church for 
Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 9:30 am.            We felt that 
we closely followed the CDC guidelines. It was suggested 
that congregants be allowed to respond verbally and/or sing 
behind their masks during the service. 

• More discussion about committing financially for three years 
to the newest Lutheran Church at Babcock Ranch, however 
no motions were made. We also hope to convince a few 
church members to also make a three-year commitment to 
start up this new church. 

• We extensively discussed a landscaping contractor’s 
proposal to trim the hardwood and palm trees. It was 
suggested that we get more proposals because of the 
constitution guidelines. It may also be better to break down 
the proposal into smaller segments of the whole job and do 
it over time. 

• Deacon Lisa Miller has been made a new member of St Peter 
by transfer on Sunday, September 13, 2020 

          

http://believersbrain.com/2013/03/20/family-blood-and-spirit/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


UPDATE ON THE CONSTITUTION 
 

The Model Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America originally was adopted by the Constituting Convention of this church in 
Columbus, Ohio, on April 30, 1987. This was done as required by the Constitution, 
Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Every three years ELCA members and pastors are elected to attend the 
“Churchwide Assembly” at which constitutional amendments are proposed, many or 
most of which are eventually passed by the Assembly. Because the ELCA Model 
Constitution is a legal document mandated for congregations, we are required to 
incorporate changes into our congregation’s constitution. Most of these 
amendments are minor (e.g. changes in language), but still require approval at a 
duly called congregational meeting. 

The St. Peter Lutheran Church Council, led by Paul Brandau-Shirley (an attorney by 
vocation), spent considerable time incorporating these mandatory changes and 
cleaning up unclear or inaccurate sections in our constitution. 

The Constitution has been approved by the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council and will 
be proposed to be approved by St Peter Lutheran voting members at our next 
congregational meeting.  We encourage you to read the Constitution and Bylaws 
carefully to familiarize yourselves with these foundational documents of our 
congregation. 

The proposed Constitution will be mailed electronically to all eligible voting 
members and are available in the narthex for pickup also.  If you are eligible to vote 
on the Constitution and Bylaws and would like a hard copy of the proposed 
document mailed to you, please let the office know. 

Thank you very much for being a dedicated member of St. Peter Lutheran Church. 
God has a great future for this congregation. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, 

Donna Albert, President 



                    WELCA                 
“Surely, Lord, you bless those who do what is right, like a 
shield, your living care keeps them safe.”  Psalm 5:12 
 
     Fall is Here.  Our 1st WELCA meeting of the season will 
be held October 14th at 9:30 in Lau Hall.  Masks required!   
 

     Sad to report the Synodical Women's Organization 
(SWO) Board has approved cancelling the 2020 Fall 
Gathering at Lake Yale. 
     *Save the Date for 2021 
                November 13-14th. 
 

Ladies, as you prepare to return please keep in mind we 
will be making Pillowcase dresses for girls and Cotton 
Shorts for boys. 
Rhona Diamond has a head start on dresses and making 
quilts.  She says we need 1/2 inch and 3/4-inch elastic and 
bias binding; we also need "lightweight" cotton material for 
boys shorts.  Material and cash donations are appreciated. 
 

Our Christmas Angel Project is starting soon, this supports 
the McGregor Clinic and Senior Fellowship Centers, which 
helps our children and seniors during the holiday 
season.  Your donations have been greatly appreciated by 
these organizations. 
 

This month we will be collecting Peanut Butter & Jelly for 
Harvest Time Ministries (the children really enjoy this 
treat)  The shopping cart will be in the Narthex for your 
donations until November 1st.  
      Cash donations will be accepted, and we can shop for 
you. (pictures are from last year) 
 

Blessings to all! 
Diane Allen 



        

 

***WELCA will be meeting in October, please look for the 
date in the bulletins!! 

 

We received a note from Ane Estrella of St. 
Matthew’s House thanking us for our donation to 
help feed the hungry through the Immokalee 
Friendship House. 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

Jessica Kurtz sent this – 

Ladies of WELCA, 

Thank you so much for the generous gift to my 
class this year.  As we go back to school with so 
many uncertainties, this donation will provide so 
much for my students during this time.  I 
appreciate all you do, and I know my students do 
too.                            God Bless, Jessica 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  



From Diane Allen: 

Sunflowers  turn according to the position of the 
sun.  In other words, they “chase the light.” You might 
already know this, but there is another fact that you 
probably do not know! 
Have you ever wondered what happens on cloudy and 
rainy days when the sun is completely covered by 

clouds?.   
Perhaps you think the sunflower withers or turns its 
head towards the ground.  Well, that’s incorrect! 
This is what happens: They turn towards each other to 

share their energy.  
Nature’s perfection is amazing. Now let’s apply this 
reflection to our lives. Many people may become low-
spirited, and the most vulnerable ones, sometimes, 
become depressed. 
How about following the example of the beautiful 

sunflowers   i.e."Supporting and empowering each 
other".  Nature has so much to teach us. 

Wishing everyone a "Sunflower"  trait of turning 
towards each other on their cloudy and gloomy days.  
Spread goodness and it will come back to you. 

 

 
 

 



OUR PRAYER LIST 
Keith Allen Jim & Carol Look 
Joan  Berecz Chris Magley 
Adler Biddle Denise  Mays 

Gretna Bohl April Meyer 
Laura Bond Dave & Sue Mickley 

Joy Booth Larry Nelson 
Bob Burm Sally  Nelson-Bethea 

Karen Carpenter Sally  Rudolph 

Church In Haiti Elsie Sanford 
Miguel Colon Michael Schultz 

Barbara Deming Scott Seeman 
Ernest  Garbade, Jr. Debbie Smalley 

Jack Gerber Ryan  Smith 

Jack &Shirley Hyssong Joyce  Timmons 

Arnie &Nancy Johnson Alexis Tuminello 
Jim Johnson Liz Venturin 

Barbara Keene MarilynTorstveit 

Please pray for peace throughout the world and for our 
St. Peter church family members currently serving in the 
Armed Forces - 

Col. Kevin Groth  (nephew of Bob Stenerson) 
Nick and Marshall (sons of Mark & Paul) 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with you all  
PLEASE NOTE: 

It is our privilege to lift up your prayer concerns to the Throne 
Room of our God!  If you have a prayer concern to add or remove 
from this list, please e-mail, or call the office or send us a note.    
Names will be listed for one month, after which they will be 
removed unless we hear from you to keep them active.   If you 
want them to be permanently on the list, please let the office 
know. 

Shirley Roe



 

 
 
 

Bill Beaulieu  10/04      
Scott Grabow  10/06      
Austin Kurtz  10/07      
Doug Eckmann  10/10      
Paul Johnson  10/11      
Bill Figgins  10/11      
Larry Nielsen  10/17      
Christine Cardell  10/17      
Libby Smith  10/18      
Jean Ziemann  10/23      
Shirley Hyssong  10/27      
David Mickley  10/28      
Courtney Eckmann  10/30      
Linda Beaman  10/31      
Janice Burm  10/31 
   

 



 
 

 

Jamie & Jennifer Crisp         10/06  
 

       
William & Maloa Palmer  10/10  55 years!! 

       
Bruce & Diane Allen  10/16  55 years!! 

       
Roy & Carol Dagnall  10/21  

 

       
Jack & Shirley Hyssong  10/23  66 years !! 

 

               



 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 

 

 

 We have ordered a smaller quantity of numbered 
envelopes this year.  This is saving us a great deal of 
money, but it means that your envelope number 
MIGHT CHANGE!!!  If your envelope number is over 
100, you will be assigned a new number beginning 
January 1. 

 Please double check to make sure that you are 
using the correct number for any donations.  The 
counters will also be checking their lists as they 
always do. 

 If you would like to quit getting envelopes, please 
let the office know and we will take care of it for you. 

Thanks for understanding the need for reducing the 
quantity of envelopes purchased. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
 
After a six-month closure because of Covid-19, Sunday, 
September 13th marked the first time we returned to church 
for public worship.  Things were very different, but I felt 
God’s presence in our worship.  St. Peter had 26 people there 
with masks and social distancing and observed all the other 
needed precautions. 
Through the six months of closure we continued to have bills 
we needed to pay, including electricity, insurance, water & 
sewage, and wages – to name a few.  We want to thank Pastor 
Rick and Trudy for requesting pay reductions to help reduce 
our costs. 
What I want to do here is thank all of you who have continued 
to honor your pledges to God through St. Peter by using 
electronic means, by mailing in donations, or by stopping by 
the church with your offerings.  Because of your committed 
giving, our financial condition has remained very stable.  Thank 
you! Thank you! Thank you!   
As you have probably heard, Pastor Rick has submitted his 
letter of resignation effective by or before the end of 
October.  We thank Pastor Rick for his leadership during this 
very difficult and unsettled period for the church, the 
community and for all of us personally.   
Now for some very exciting, good news: God’s timing is 
perfect.  The call committee/council received the names of 
two candidates interested in being considered as our next 
pastor.  Both candidates have been interviewed and one was 
unanimously selected to be presented to the congregation for 
approval.   
 
 



The timetable is 1) a meet-and-greet in Lau Hall on Sunday 
September 27th after church (10 am – noon); and 2) the vote 
to extend a call following the church service on Sunday, 
October 4th.  Depending on the outcome of the vote, and 
anticipating an immediate acceptance of the call, the starting 
date would be Reformation Sunday, October 25th.   
You may have heard all this information during the September 
20th church service or have encountered it elsewhere in the 
Fisherman or other mailings.  The reason I have mentioned it 
here is that with the re-opening of St. Peter and the calling 
of a new pastor, our need for giving will increase.  In these 
strange times we do not know what a new normal will be.  All 
we can do is let God lead. 
As I look back at my life I can see God at work. All the times 
I could not see my way forward God stepped in and showed me 
His way.  I mention this because at this time with the 
pandemic I see that we are in one of those situations when all 
we can do is trust Him and humbly ask God to show us the way.  
So, I ask you to join Joyce and me in our continued 
commitment to God’s work here at St. Peter and see where He 
will lead us. 
Thank you again for your continued support of St. Peter. 
Remember: Stewardship is everything you do after you say, “I 
believe.” 

For the Stewardship Committee, in His service, 
Bob Burr 

 

  



2020 – CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS 
PRESIDENT........................... Donna Albert  (239) 961-3875 (c) 

VICE PRESIDENT................... John Torstveit  (608) 774-7805 (c) 

SECRETARY.......................... Jean Ziemann    (708) 269-5151 (c) 

TREASURER ......................... Marlene McComas 515-570-0031 (c) 

 

MEMBERS 

George Albert    (239) 961-3875          Bill Beaulieu   (239) 560-5525  

Jana Clevenger   (317) 753-1510         Bob Burr     (239) 481-7115   

Cathy Figgins  (218)492-4188              Marilyn Housemeyer (239) 322-2754 

Monna Weiler   (239) 481-1000           Rhona Diamond    (743)693-3695 

 

CURRENT OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

Please note that the office is currently being staffed on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday - usually from 8am – noon.  If you leave a 
message, we will get back to you the next workday.  If you plan on 
stopping in, please call so that we can make sure someone is here to 
assist you. 
 

Please keep us informed if you move, change your phone number 
or email address!  We want to let you know what’s going on here, so 
being able to reach you is important! 

 



 

 

 

 

Psalm 130 
1Happy are those 

 who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
 or take the path that sinners tread, 

 or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
 2but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
 and on his law they meditate day and night. 

 3They are like trees 
 planted by streams of water, 

 which yield their fruit in its season, 
 and their leaves do not wither. 

 In all that they do, they prosper. 
 4The wicked are not so, 

 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
 6for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

 

 



 

 

Patient attention, valuable discoveries  
For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has been a test of 
patience — or worse. Medically vulnerable people face an 
anxious time of hypervigilance. Furloughed workers wait on hold 
or in lines for assistance. Special events have been canceled or 
rescheduled. 
 
Those not impacted directly deal with assorted frustrations and 
inconveniences. Many people are learning the benefit of slowing 
down, being present (even virtually) to others and practicing 
patient attention. 
 
Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best work 
when the plague forced Cambridge University to close. At home, 
the inquisitive student invented calculus and developed 
groundbreaking theories of gravity and optics. Later Newton 
called 1666 his annus mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and 
reportedly said, “If I have made any valuable discoveries, it [owes] 
more to patient attention than to any other talent.” 
 
What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What 
appreciations have you developed for aspects of life you may 
have previously taken for granted? What has social distancing 
taught you about the value of neighbors, church, community 
volunteering? 
 
During the pandemic, what have you learned about persistence 
and God’s presence? What empathy do you now feel for writers 
of words such as “I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and 
in his word I put my hope” (Psalm 130:5, NIV)? 
 

Reprinted with permission from Newsletternewsletter 

 


