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St. Peter Lutheran Church ELCA
3751 Estero Blvd
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
239-463-4251

Office Hours
Mon – Wed – Fri
8 am – Noon
Phone: 239-463-4251
WEBSITE: www.stpeterfmb.com
Email: Stpeterfmb@gmail.com
Facebook – St. Peter Lutheran ELCA, Ft. Myers Beach

STAFF
Pastor – Rev. Sharon Taylor
Office Administrator – Trudy Archer

Organist/Choir Director – Jim Kreger

Artist in Residence/Pianist – Shirley Roe

Digital Ministry Coordinator – Deacon Lisa Miller

MEET OUR NEW PASTOR !!!!

Pastor Sharon Taylor
Pastor Taylor was born in Allentown, Pennsylvania and grew up in
Warren County, New Jersey. She graduated from Bloomsburg
University in Pennsylvania where she studied social work. Pastor Taylor
worked as a social worker in the juvenile justice system of Philadelphia
before entering The Lutheran Seminary at Philadelphia.
Pastor Taylor has been ordained for 22 years and has served four
congregations: three in PA and one in Raleigh, NC. Pastor Taylor served
as a senior pastor for 14 years.
Pastor Taylor is married to the Rev. Timothy Taylor who is also an
ordained ELCA pastor. They have been married for 35 years and met as
counselors at Lutheran church camp. They now reside in Iona with their
two rescue bichons, Milo and Amita.
Pastor Taylor loves preaching and teaching spiritual practices. She loves
to lead retreats and has a heart for local and global missions. She takes
seriously her call to work for peace and justice and has led anti-racism
workshops with her husband Tim for over 35 years.
Pastor Taylor loves to read, walk on the beach, paint watercolors,
meditate and watch movies.
She loves creating safe and compassionate space for all who wish to
grow in their faith and connection to God.

REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR SHARON
Grounding it in Prayer: A Congregational Prayer Discipline
When Bishop Jolly was serving as the bishop of the Northeast Diocese
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, he felt called to build a
Lutheran secondary school on the top of a beautiful hill in the
Usambara mountains. Even though Bishop Jolly believed that God put
this idea on his heart, he realized that it was important to have this
affirmed by the community. He invited the whole diocese to join in a
period of discernment. He asked everyone, young and old, to pray
about the potential project for an entire year. He asked them to pray
for direction and clarity of purpose. As the entire diocese began to
pray, an interesting thing happened. People didn’t just pray in their
churches and in their homes. Instead, they felt compelled to pray at
the potential build site. On a daily and weekly basis, groups of disciples
walked up the mountain to pray, and were inspired to collect rocks
along the way. Over time, the pile of rocks grew, and without realizing
it, they created a visual representation of their prayers which only
increased their commitment and fervor. By the completion of their
prayer period, there were enough rocks to build the first building for
the school campus!
I had the pleasure of hearing this story directly from Bishop Jolly when
we visited his home back in 2001. I was so inspired that I have used
this prayerful discernment in each congregation I have served since
that time. I also have used this commitment to prayerful decisionmaking in my own life.

As we begin our new relationship together, I would like to invite you to
join me in an intentional commitment to prayer. In order to frame this
commitment, I am encouraging us to set November and December
2020 as our time of prayerful discernment. This kind of prayer can help
us to celebrate the past, identify the gifts of our present community,
and dream about the future God has planned for us. It can also unify
our congregation in a common vision centered on God’s call and
direction.
Join our Prayer Process: Beginning November 1, 2020.
● Prayer Reminder: Please set your watch or phone alarm for
12:30pm daily. This represents the Great Commandment found in
Mark 12:30-31. ..you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength. The second is this, you shall love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.
When your alarm rings each day, please stop for a moment and say
a prayer that God would guide St. Peter forward with a clear
unified mission. If you are not alone, take this opportunity to
share with your friend the reason you are stopping for prayer and
invite them to take that moment of prayer with you if they desire.
Part of the joy and power is that we will all be praying at the same
time wherever we may be!

Here are the Worship Committee quotes
from Martin Luther:
"True humility does not know that it is humble. If it
did, it would be proud from the contemplation of
so fine a virtue."
"The best way to drive out the devil, if he will not
yield to texts of Scripture, is to jeer and flout him,
for he cannot bear scorn."

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Updates
Council regretfully accepted the resignations of George and
Donna Albert. The Council wants to thank them both for all the
work and care that they put into this congregation and its
missions. The love of God shines brightly in both of them.

Altar Flowers
Oct. 4 Ernie Garbade -

in Memory of their
daughter, Pamela Ann

Oct. 11 Bruce & Diane Allen

in celebration of their
55th Wedding Anniversary

Oct. 18 Donna & George Albinger In honor of Pastor Rick’s
retirement & last Sunday
October 25 Shirley & Jack Hyssong In celebration of their
66th Wedding Anniversary &
Shirley’s Birthday
Bob & Joyce Burr

to welcome Pastor Sharon &
Tim

WELCA
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love endures forever.
1 Chronicles
WELCA had their first meeting since the pandemic started. We are
happy to be able to meet again with mask wearing and social
distancing. Best Wishes to Pastor Rick and Katherine as they start
a new journey in retirement. Welcome Pastor Sharon, we look
forward to getting to know and work with you. WELCA is
continuing to collect PB&J (small jars) during November for
Harvest Time Ministries and a cart is in the Narthex. We are also
taking cash donations to purchase PB&J. November starts our
Christmas Angels program. There is a cart in the Narthex where
you will find a list of items that you can bring, or you can donate
to purchase gift cards for residents of Senior Friendship House.
The next meeting will be Wednesday, November 11th at 9:30 in
Lau Hall.
Blessings, Marilyn
WELCA received a Thank You letter from CWSglobal.org
“Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous gift to the CWS Blankets
program. As families and communities around the world recover
from emergencies and struggle in the face of unprecedented
challenges, you are standing with them. Now more than ever, we
are so grateful for your generous support. . . .
Sincerely, Rev. John L. McCullough, President & CEO
Church World Service

Our Prayer List
Family of Keith Allen
Joan Berecz
Adler Biddle
Gretna Bohl
Laura Bond
Joy Booth
Bob Burm
Karen Carpenter
Church in Haiti
Miguel Colon
Barbara Deming
Ernest Garbade, Jr.
Jack Gerber
Jack & Shirley Hyssong
Arnie & Nancy Johnson
Jim Johnson
Barbara Keene
Jim Fogdall

Jim & Carol Look
Chris Magley
Denise Mays
April Meyer
Dave & Sue Mickley
Larry Nelson
Sally Nelson-Bethea
Shirley Roe
Family of Sally Rudolph
Elsie Sanford
Scott Seeman
Debbie Smalley
Ryan Smith
Joyce Timmons
Alexis Tuminello
Liz Venturin
Joanie McMeekin
Cathy Figgins

Please pray for peace throughout the world and for our
St. Peter church family members currently serving in the
Armed Forces Col. Kevin Groth (nephew of Bob Stenerson)
Marshall (son of Mark & Paul)
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all
PLEASE NOTE:
It is our privilege to lift up your prayer concerns to the Throne
Room of our God! If you have a prayer concern to add or remove
from this list, please e-mail, or call the office or send us a note.
Names will be listed for one month, after which they will be
removed unless we hear from you to keep them active. If you
want them to be permanently on the list, please let the office
know.

Rhona Diamond
Carol Look
Eleanor Pauson
Donna Markusen
Mark Venturin
George Phillips
Pam Nickel
Bob Miller
Ron Olsen
Pat Dane
Brooke Thomas
Kyle Timmons
Betty Pollack
Jerry Frantz

Sheldon & Shirley Roe
Gene & Carol Dahlin
Doug & Courtney Eckmann
Verner & Gail Drohan

11/1
11/1
11/22
11/03
11/11
11/12
11/12
11/19
11/19
11/22
11/22
11/27
11/29
11/29

11/1
11/4
11/17
11/25

61 Years!!
53 Years!!

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH
The Ladies Lunch Bunch is testing the waters to see how
everyone feels and whether or not they will continue at
the present time. They are looking to schedule a lunch
for November 18. They are trying to choose outdoor
venues and keep the group small. If it seems to work,
they will continue, if it doesn’t they will suspend the
luncheons until things improve.
Continue to watch the bulletins, the Fisherman and the
website for more updates or contact Jana Clevenger at
(317)753-1510 for more details.

*******************************************
OFFERING ENVELOPES (again)
Remember to check your envelope numbers
for 2021 !!

We have ordered a smaller quantity of numbered
envelopes this year. This is saving us a great deal of
money, but it means that your envelope number
MIGHT CHANGE!!! If your envelope number is over
100, you will be assigned a new number beginning
January 1.

Please double check to make sure that you are
using the correct number for any donations. The
counters will also be checking their lists as they
always do.
If you would like to quit getting envelopes, please
let the office know and we will take care of it for you.
Thanks for understanding the need for reducing the
quantity of envelopes purchased.
(Posting this again as we have not gotten many
responses. Just want to give you as much notice as
possible!)

*******************************************
A note from Sally Rudolph’s daughter –
To the Congregation,
Thank you all for the prayers, letters, sympathy cards and
get-well cards that you sent to my mother and me and our
family! She was so blessed to have such good friends, and
brothers and sisters in Christ! Your kind words have helped
ease the pain and I hope to have a memorial service for her very
soon.
Thank you again and may God bless all of you!
Beverly A. Tkacik (Sally’s daughter)

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

II Corinthians 8:5-8 ;...but they gave themselves first to the Lord
and then to us in keeping with God’s will...But just as you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in
this grace of giving.”
The Apostle Paul seemed to always be thankful for what he
received even though it would not have been nearly enough in
today’s standards. Paul not only acknowledges their gifts but
more importantly he praised the Macedonian churches for their
DESIRE to give so generously.
Once we give ourselves “over to the Lord,” we continue to be
reminded and encouraged by the Holy Spirit ‘s presence in our
minds and hearts.
For some (fortunate) reason, Martin Luther’s explanation of the
Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed has stuck in my mind in the
last 65 years since confirmation class. This is how I remember
the words:’ “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ or come to Him, but The Holy
Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with his
gifts, and guards and keeps me in the ONE TRUE FAITH.”
For this never ending (eternal) promise I-am very thankful. I pray
that the spirit of GENEROSITY will grow in me and that I might
give more GRACIOUSLY.
May the Lord continue to bless St Peter Lutheran so that our
witness might be seen and heard by those who do not yet have
the GRACIOUS Salvation of Jesus Christ. It will be a NEW LIFE!
PRAYER :Renew a clean heart within me O LORD. Restore in
me the JOY of your Salvation. Take not your Holy Spirit from
me. Give me a spirit of Joy, of Grace, of Generosity, of a
Thankfulness. Praise be to GOD ! Amen
The Stewardship Committee

CONSTITUTION RATIFICATION AND
ADOPTION
BUDGET APPROVAL

It is vital that we have a quorum to vote on ratifying
and adopting our constitution. We also will need to
approve the 2021 Budget.
There will be a meeting on Nov. 1 following worship
to go over the changes to the Constitution as
approved by Council and the Synod. At this meeting,
we will vote on adopting the Constitution and by-laws
as approved by Council and the Synod.
The Anniversary meeting is on Dec. 6 following
worship. At this meeting, we will vote on ratifying the
adopted changes to the Constitution and by-laws AS
WELL AS approving the 2021 Budget. This is
especially important. The church cannot pay bills
without budget approval.
The quorum currently needed is 28. Please make time
to attend these meetings.
Your vote DOES count!

2020 – CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS
PRESIDENT........................... John Torstveit (608) 774-7805 (c)
VICE PRESIDENT..........................................................................
SECRETARY.......................... Jean Ziemann (708) 269-5151 (c)
TREASURER ......................... Marlene McComas 515-570-0031 (c)
MEMBERS
Bill Beaulieu (239) 560-5525
Bob Burr (239) 481-7115
Jana Clevenger (317) 753-1510
Rhona Diamond (743)693-3695
Cathy Figgins (218)492-4188
Marilyn Housemeyer (239) 322-2754
Monna Weiler (239) 481-1000

CURRENT OFFICE INFORMATION
Please note that the office is currently being staffed on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday - usually from 8am – noon. If you leave a
message, we will get back to you the next workday. If you plan on
stopping in, please call so that we can make sure someone is here to
assist you.
Pastor Sharon will be working on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
These are the days that she will be reading any e-mails sent to her. If
you have an emergency and need to contact her, you can reach her on
her cell phone [(919) 703-6581] when she is not in the office.

Please keep us informed if you move, change your phone number
or email address! We want to let you know what’s going on here, so
being able to reach you is important!

PASTOR SHARON’S BIBLE STUDY

Come join Pastor Sharon for Bible Study on
the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month at
9:30 a.m. in Lau Hall to study God’s word.
Pastor will be focusing on the upcoming
lessons for our worship services.
Bible Study is open to everyone! And we will
be keeping a safe distance and wearing our
masks.

Solitude as soul care

Richard J. Foster (Celebration of Discipline) says solitude is “more a
state of mind and heart” than a place: “There is a solitude of the
heart that can be maintained at all times. Crowds, or the lack of
them, have little to do with this inward attentiveness.”
Although Jesus preferred crowd-free alone times, that’s not
always feasible. But no matter your surroundings and
responsibilities, you can carve out intentional time to “be still”
(Psalm 46:10). Try these tips for adding solitude to life’s rhythms:
• Take a day. Every month or two, enjoy a day of solitude
Turn off your phone and spend the day with God.
• Take an hour. Treat this time as an important calendar
appointment. Keep it free to protect your solitude.
• Take a minute. Before a big meeting or as you’re answering
the phone, breathe deeply and invite God into the moment.
—Janna Firestone

