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PASTOR – REV. SHARON TAYLOR

Office Hours
Mon – Wed – Fri
8 am – Noon

Phone: 239-463-4251
WEBSITE: www.stpeterfmb.com
Email: Stpeterfmb@gmail.com
Facebook – St. Peter Lutheran ELCA, Ft. Myers Beach
YouTube – Livestreaming for 10:30 am. Service and Daily
Devotions “St Peter Lutheran Church Ft Myers Beach FL”

STAFF
Pastor – Rev. Sharon Taylor
Office Administrator – Trudy Archer
Organist/Choir Director – Jim Kreger
Artist in Residence/Pianist – Shirley Roe
Digital Ministry Coordinator – Deacon Lisa Miller
Thank You to Laurie & Jeff Wellington
for sponsoring the Fisherman this month
in memory of Bill & Skip Buehler.

REFLECTIONS FROM
PASTOR SHARON

WHO’S REALLY OUT THERE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF
THAT SCREEN?
You never know who’s watching St Peter on livestream! Even my four-legged brother is faithfully watching
each week. Bandit, belongs to my parents, Joanne and
Charles. All three of them live-stream worship each
Sunday and now even joined us for Ash
Wednesday. Bandit knows the routine and sits quietly
during worship. He has even moved to his own pew. He
has moved from my mom’s lap to his own bench between
my parents’ lounge chairs.
As I lead worship, I often look at that camera hanging from
the ceiling of the sanctuary and wonder who is out there
worshiping with us on the other side of the
screen. Personally, I long to see your faces and look into
your eyes.
Some of you send me emails from time to time. I have
enjoyed reading them and knowing that you are part of
our worshiping community. But, I would love to know
more about who is worshiping with us and about your
worship routine. If you feel brave enough, we would love

to see a picture of you and your space. We would love to
have an image of you so that we can include you in our
thoughts and prayers as we worship. Let us know about
your worship experience and who is worshiping with
you. You see us each week, and now we want to see
you!
Please send your pictures and/or description of your livestream worship routine to me, and I will share with your
siblings in Christ here in Fort Myers Beach. Although we
are not together in person, we are united in the spirit of
worship and in the Word of God. In these unusual times,
God is still binding us together as the Body of Christ, and
we want you to feel that connection.
Peace,
Pastor Sharon Taylor
Rev_st@yahoo.com

ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021
Please plan on attending the Annual Meeting of the
Congregation on Sunday, March 14. The meeting be held after
each service, 8:30 - outside and 10:30 – inside. You do not
need to attend both sessions. It is our intention to cover the
agenda at both meetings to keep everyone safe as we grapple
with the pandemic. You will need to check in to be counted.
If you would like a copy of the report prior to the meeting,
please check with Trudy in the office.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
MARTIN LUTHER QUOTES
FROM THE WORSHIP AND MUSIC
COMMITTEE
"God writes the Gospel not in the Bible
alone, but in trees and flowers and
clouds and stars."
"Where the battle rages, then the loyalty of the soldier is
proved."

Feb. 7 – Bruce & Diane Allen
in honor of Bruce’s birthday
If you are interested in sponsoring Altar flowers, the
cost is $40 for both. Two families/persons may sign up
for the same Sunday and share the flower expense.
Checks may be made payable to: St Peter Lutheran
Church, “Flowers” on memo line.

Questions? Call Diane Allen at 239-254-1794.

Soul Tending on the
Beach
Thursdays 8:30 -9:30
am
Join Pastor Sharon at
Beach Access # 22 (Connecticut St. across from Beach Baptist)
Park at the access with your Passport App or for free at the
St. Peter parking lot and walk to the access.
Call Pastor Sharon if you have any questions.

St. Peter Evangelical
Lutheran Church Council
Updates from Friday, February 19, 2021
• A motion was made to just renew the church website in
April for $600 but not to renew the phone App, which we
were supposed to create last year.
• Council members voted to fund the newest St. Peter
Outreach Program with $1,000 from the 2021 budget line
item entitled Staffing, Programs, and Education.
• A Memorial Fund Committee has been formed and the
procedures have been updated and accepted. The thank you
notes for the Memorial Fund have been updated.
• The 2021 St Peter Committee Members list has been
updated to include the Memorial Fund Committee and its
members.
• The Annual Report for 2019 and 2020 are also going to be
made available prior to the Sunday, March 14, 2021 annual
meeting for church members to read and review. On the day

of the annual meeting, we will need to have a quorum of
voting members.
• The Stewardship Committee has put together their 2021
campaign and mailed the materials on Wednesday, February
17, 2021. The deadline for returning the Time and Talent
Sheet and Commitment Card is set for Wednesday, March
10, 2021.
(Any questions or concerns please feel free to ask any
church council member.)
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby
described prayer as simply letting God
into our lives. God “knocks,” he said,
“not only in the solemn hours of secret
prayer” but “in the midst of your daily
work, your daily struggles, your daily
grind … when you need him most.”
Prayer, added Hallesby, is as essential to life as air. “As
impossible as it is for us to take a breath in the morning large
enough to last us until noon, so impossible is it to pray in the
morning in such a way as to last us until noon,” he said.
“Let your prayers ascend to [God] constantly, audibly or
silently, as circumstances throughout the day permit.”

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:

Do you have interest in technology and audio-visuals? Would you
like to assist with the sound for worship?
We are looking for one or two individuals to be trained as backup sound system operators. Please call the church office or see
Pastor Sharon if you are interested.
Many thanks!

Our Prayer List
Chris Magley
Adler Biddle
Denise Mays
Gretna Bohl
April Meyer
Laura Bond
Dave & Sue Mickley
Joy Booth
Larry Nelson
Sally Malcom-Bethea
Martha Krejci
Karen Carpenter
Shirley & Sheldon Roe
Church in Haiti
Jim Fogdall
Miguel Colon
John Hyssong, Jr.
Scott Seeman
Barbara Deming
Ernest H. Garbade (son)
Debbie Smalley
Jack Gerber
Ryan Smith
Jack & Shirley Hyssong
Joyce Timmons
Arnie Johnson
Alexis Tuminello
Jim Johnson
Liz Venturin
Barbara Keene
Joanie McMeekin
Jim & Carol Look
Tiffany Hunter
Tom Holland
Tim Taylor
Jerry Gustafson
The Family of Nancy Johnson

Our family serving in the Armed Forces
Col. Kevin Groth (nephew of Bob Stenerson)
Marshall (son of Paul & Mark)
Robert McGuire (grandson of Arlene Burm)

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all
It is our privilege to lift up your prayer concerns to the Throne Room of our
God! If you have a prayer concern to add or remove from this list, please
e-mail, call the office or send us a note.
Names will be listed for one month, after which they will be removed unless
we hear from you to keep them active. If you want them to be permanently
on the list, please let the office know.

WELCA
Let love and faithfulness never leave you..write them on
the tablet of your heart.
Proverbs 3:3
Thank you to everyone for their generosity for the
Thankoﬀering for CALMS (Crisis Aid for Littles and
Moms).
Souper Bowl Sunday was a great success:
Chiefs 34 cans - Buccaneers - 59 Undecided 3
Soup divided up and was delivered to God’s Table
and Food Pantry.
February Lunch Bunch met at Mr. Tequila
March is BLANKETS. See article in Fisherman and
Sunday Bulletins. Any cash donation will help supply a
much needed blanket through Church World Service.
WELCA is sponsoring a “Bakeless” Bake Sale! See article
in Fisherman and Sunday Bulletins. This will run from
February 21st and continue through Lent.
Next meeting will be March 10th at 10:30 in Lau Hall. This
will be following the Lent Service.
Blessings,
Marilyn Torstveit
)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

DON’T FORGET THE BAKELESS BAKE SALE!
THE CAKE IN THE NARTHEX IS HUNGRY!!

3/5 Cherie Kullberg
3/6 Nita Saviste

3/21 Joy Booth
Paul Brandau-Shirley

3/9 Carter Kurtz

3/25 Joan Gerberding

3/14 Barbara Deming

3/27 Harold Pekol

3/20 Liz Venturin

3/29 Gail Drohan

Count your age by friends, not years. Count
your life by smiles, not tears. — John Lennon

3/9 Cherie & Bruce Kullberg 53 years!!
“You know you are in love when you don’t
want to fall asleep because reality is finally
better than your dreams.”
Dr. Seuss

Lenten Worship Schedule
We will continue with two Sunday Services through Easter –
8:30 and 10:30 am
There will be a service beginning on Ash Wednesday, Feb.
17 at 9:30 am, running through March 31
Maundy Thursday, April 1, at 9:30
Good Friday, April 2 is being discussed by the Beach
Ministerial Association – more info to follow
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Give the Gift of Warmth
In MARCH . . . . .
Blankets!

Many people throughout the
world have basic survival needs
that the Church strives to meet. One of these needs is to
provide warmth and comfort to those who have no way
keep warm on cold nights. Even in Florida, it can get cold
if you have no shelter
Your donation of$10.00 will supply
a much-needed blanket to someone in need.
Your Cash Donations will be gratefully accepted
throughout the month of MARCH.
Checks may be made payable to: St. Peter Lutheran Church
memo line: BLANKETS
Prayerfully consider donating to this mission.

Celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord
with

Easter Lilies

To celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
on Easter morning, we welcome your gifts of Easter
Lilies to beautify the altar at St. Peter.
Easter Lilies may be purchased for $ 12 per plant.
Deadline for Lily orders is MARCH 28, 2021.
On Easter weekend, the St. Peter bulletins will include a list of donors
who contributed Easter Lilies with dedications noted. Purchased Lilies
may be taken home after the last worship service on Easter morning,
or anytime the following week. Any excess funds will be directed
toward various WELCA projects.
Easter Lilies may be dedicated:
In Memory Of / In Honor Of / In Celebration Of
Please make checks payable to: St. Peter Lutheran Church, memo:
LILIES.

****************************************************************
Please ENCLOSE this COMPLETED FORM and your CHECK for $10 per
Plant in the Lily envelope in your bulletin and place it in the offering
plate.
YOUR NAME:__________________________________________
Number of PLANTS: ______

Amount Paid: $ ___________

Honoree/Occasion_______________________________________

All things are being made new! Including us!
2 Corinthians 5:17. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, there is a
new creation; the old has gone, the new has come. (NRSV)
A Bible teacher once said, “There needs to be a time in our
spiritual lives where we need to acknowledge Christ as more
than a Savior but also to depend on him as a guide and the Lord
of our lives.”
Some churches respond to the statement “Christ is Risen”
with “Yes, I see JESUS your Face!” It points to the individual
and demands a response - both from me and the one to whom I
am responding. We are reminded to let our light shine more
frequently and more reliably.
Apostle Paul declares that each of us has become a new
Creation in Christ. This reminds us that our faces along with
our words, our service, and our gifts to God’s work all become
contributing factors to a successful ministry at St Peter
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Wouldn’t it be great to increase
our giving dollars so that our ministry continues to expand?
In 2020 we certainly had difficulties and challenges, but we
have stepped up in some amazing ways:
-A new and very timely introduction to live streaming.
-Great staff support in the office.
-New Worship leaders.
-Enhanced organ and piano ministry.
-A smooth pastoral transition to a new spiritual leader in Pastor
Sharon Taylor.
-And many more.
THANKS TO ALL OF YOU AND THANKS BE TO GOD!
With grateful hearts we as the Stewardship Team encourage you
to please consider an increase in sharing of your TIME and
TALENT and TREASURE. Let’s show our appreciation to
Christ today and every day for making us GOD’S NEW
CREATIONS.
If you didn’t receive a pledge card in the mail, please use the
form below and return it to the church by March 10th

With gratitude for God’s many blessings, I commit the following to
the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ through St. Peter Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Fort Myers Beach, Florida
NAME ________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________
______________________________________
SIGNATURE ___________________________________
My financial commitment for 2021:
Amount to be given:
$_________ Annually $___________ Monthly
$_________ Weekly

$___________ Other

************************************
CHURCH COUNCIL FOR 2021

2021 – CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS
PRESIDENT........................... Donna Albert (239) 961-3875 (c)
VICE PRESIDENT................... Marlene McComas 515-570-0031 (c)
SECRETARY.......................... Jean Ziemann (708) 269-5151 (c)
TREASURER ......................... John Torstveit (608) 774-7805 (c)
MEMEBERS:
George Albert (239) 961-3875

Bill Beaulieu………….(239) 560-5525

Marilyn Housemeyer(239) 322-2754

From “On the Jericho Road” blog by Dr. Bill Gerber
In 2004 when the Jericho House was only a year old, we received Tim
into our midst. He was between jobs, homeless, and in recovery. Tim
was a like-able guy who loved to build wooden model ships, who
loved his young 18 month old son. He would bring him to the Jericho
House every week-end or so. Often at those times I'd join in on the fun
on the living room floor. Tim found a job, saved his money, and found
an apartment. I visited him there and couldn't help but notice his
collection of ships he had built on the fireplace mantel. Then, suddenly
on a cold winter night, Tim was killed in a car accident. On duty as a
Police Chaplain, I had to go and share the tragic news with his mother.
As the years went by, I'd glance at those ships he had built and left at
the Jericho House, then started to wonder if his son might want them. I
tried to find family members but didn't have much luck. Then, this
past week, I walked into a classroom in a school district where I am a
substitute teacher. As I called the roll, there was Tim's last name. It's
not a common last name, and so I asked the 12th grade young man if
he knew Tim. Somewhat quiet and shy, his head immediately dropped
to his chest. He said, 'That was a long time ago." I looked again and
immediately saw the family resemblance. I told him about the ships. I
think he was too dumb-struck with some stranger bringing news of his
deceased father that all he could say was, "No, I don't need them". In
that moment, the 'motto' of the Jericho Project was before me,
'Reconciliation with God, with Self, with FAMILY, with the
Community'. Isn't God amazing!!?? Some 14 years later, God is still
working out His reconciliation with a young man who will know from
a stranger that his father loved him, played with him, cherished him.
Often times, God just shows up!! And when He does, love happens,
healing happens.
Dr. Bill Gerber is a retired Lutheran pastor who started and ran the Jericho
House, a home for men recovering from drug and alcohol addiction. He was
a beacon of light and love to his family and friends and never lost the
strength to do God’s work as it was given to him.

He passed away on Feb. 15 from Covid.

