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Pastor Sharon’s Sharings 

    The Lenten Journey 

THE TRAIL OF TREES 

 Matthew Sleeth, MD in his book, Reforesting Faith, points 
out that trees are woven throughout our sacred Scriptures.  He 
writes, “Every important character and every major event has a 
tree marking the spot.  There is a tree in the first and last chapter 
of the Bible, in the first psalm, and in the first gospel.”  

 During our midweek (Wednesdays at 5pm) Lenten devotions 
using Holden Evening Prayer, we will be exploring the theme 
“Trail of Trees”.  From the tree of life present at creation, to the 
tree of the manger, to the tree of the cross, to the Risen Christ as 
the tree of life;  whether dead or alive, trees support life.   

 Join us for this journey that will highlight what trees teach us 
about the nature of God and God’s love for us.  Our Wednesday 
evening services will be live-streamed.      Pastor Sharon 



Here are the Worship Committee quotes 
from Martin Luther 

"It is better to think of church in the ale-house than to think 
of the ale-house in church." 

"Whoever drinks beer, he is quick to sleep; whoever sleeps 
long, does not sin; whoever does not sin enters Heaven! 

Thus, let us drink beer! 

Feb. 6  Diane Allen  In honor of Bruce’s birthday 

Feb. 20 Ar’Dette & Jerry Gustafson  To the Glory of God 

You can sponsor flowers for any Sunday by signing up in the 
narthex.  Cost is $40 for both or you can sponsor 1 for $20.  See 
Diane Allen if you need any assistance. 



Council Meeting Minutes    Jan. 18, 2022, at 10:00 am 
The Church Council meeting was called to order by President David Mickley at 
10:03 a.m. Members present were: David Mickley, Arlene Burm, Donna Albert, 
Lynn Larson, Rhona Diamond, Jana Clevinger and John Torstveit. Also in 
attendance was Pastor Sharon Taylor. 

Pastor Taylor led us in devotions and prayer. 

A motion was made by Donna Albert and seconded by John Torstveit to 
approve the December 17 minutes.  Motion passed. 

The treasurer’s report was given by John Tostveit including information on our 
investments with Edward Jones and an end of the year report on receipts and 
disbursements. It was recommended that the finance committee meet to 
provide a more in-depth report of our financial situation to the council. A 
motion was made by Lynn Larson and seconded by Rhona Diamond to 
approve the treasurer’s report.  Motion passed. 

Mutual Ministry: Liaison – Donna Albert 

All of the employment agreements have been signed and returned. The 
supply organist will be paid a fee of $150. Per service. 

Social Ministry: Liaison – Jana Clevenger 

The report was a summary of the projects WELCA is involved in. The profit 
from poinsettias was $252.20. The pillowcase project is ongoing with the bulk 
of the dresses/shorts going to the Haitian- American Community Coalition of 
SWFL. Beneficiaries of the Lake Yale Love Offering for the next 2 years will be 
split between the Seminary Scholarship and Harbor House of Central Florida. 
Blanket Sunday will be held in March. 

Stewardship: Liaison – Donna Albert 

Letters and pledge cards are ready to go out to members. 

A motion was made by Donna and seconded by Rhona to purchase 4 offering 
baskets on poles to use to collect offerings inside church.   Motion passed. 



New Business 

David would like to have a parliamentarian at congregational meetings. Since 
no one on council volunteered we will try to get someone from the 
congregation. 

A nominating committee will be decided on in October. 

Annual reports from officers and committee heads will need to be in soon. 

The Policies and Procedures manual is being worked on by Trudy. 

The synod assembly will be in Orlando from June 3 – 5. Rhona volunteered 
to go as a member of council. 

There was a discussion about implementing a procedure for the money 
counters relative to donation year allocation when reporting to the 
bookkeeper. 

A motion was made by Donna and seconded by Lynn: For purposes of 
preparing parishioner donation statements the calendar year a donation 
should be included under will be determined as follows: 1. If delivered by USPS 
then the calendar year in which the postmark falls will be used. 2. If delivered 
by courier other than USPS then the calendar year in which the funds are 
delivered will be used. 3. If delivered in person during a worship service or 
otherwise then the date of delivery will be used.  Motion passed. 

Pastor’s Report 

Review of Christmas services that went well. New helpers to set up and take 
down which made the job easier. 

We have had 3 concerts so far. All were lightly attended but were a mix of 
members and visitors. Reiko and Friends were especially well-received and are 
planning to return on March 8 at 5:30 for another concert with free will 
offering. 

A publicity team has been formed and will be meeting soon. 

The Asset-Management congregational event will be held on Sat., Jan. 29, 
2022 from 9:30-11:00 in Lau Hall. We will combine the data with the Vitality 
data we have in order to develop strategies and goals for St. Peter. 

Our midweek Lenten services will be held at 5:00 beginning on Ash Wed. 
and continuing through Maundy Thursday.  The theme will be on trees of 
Scripture. 



Pastor has stayed in touch with Marilyn Housemeyer and her daughter who 
both lost their homes to the tornado on Sun., Jan. 16th. We are ready to 
gather people and resources as the need arises. 

Other Business 

Jana was concerned that the doors of the church are no longer locked during 
the services. Jana made a motion and Donna seconded it to resume locking the 
doors during services and putting up signs as needed.  Motion passed. 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:45 with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Arlene Burm, Secretary 

NOTE: 
In the past a brief summary of key bullets from council meeting 
minutes were included in this publication. In the interest of 
transparency we recently passed a motion to instead include the 
unabridged minutes. As you read the minutes you may see 
references to treasurer's reports or written reports from various 
committees. If you desire a copy of any of these documents 
please contact the church office. 
Please continue to pray for St Peter and our leadership team to 
carry out God's will. 
************************************************************************* 



A Stewardship Message 

WOW 
These are just two of the seven completely filled poster boards of 
the gifts and assets that are here at St. Peter. The Asset Mapping 
event was so exciting, and we see that there is so much potential 
for growth and ministry here. 
To help us learn ways that we can use these gifts, the Stewardship 
team along with church council would like to host an “All 
Ministry Day” event at the church to help us vision ways that all 
of these wonderful strengths can help St. Peter be all that God is 
calling for us to be here on Ft. Myers Beach. 
We are SO EXCITED about what God is doing here at St. Peter, 
and we hope that you are excited too. 
The Stewardship Team 

“ Jesu s  n ever  says  t o  t h e  p oor : ‘com e fin d  t h e  ch u r ch ’, 
bu t  h e  says  t o  t h ose  of u s  in  t h e  ch u r ch : ‘go  in t o  t h e
wor ld  an d  fin d  t h e  p oor , h u n gr y, h om eless , 
im p r ison ed .”― Tony Campolo 



March 2022 
St Peter Women of ELCA will meet 

March 9th   at 9:30 in Lau Hall 
“Let you light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in Heaven” 

Matthew 5:16 
February was a busy month: 
* We delivered over 300 pillowcase dresses, along with 16 Lap
Quilts and 50 small bags with shampoo, conditioner, lotion and
soap to Haitian-American Community Coalition of SW Florida
for delivery to Haiti.
* We also shipped over 50 pillowcase dresses to Hope for
Appalachia, Virginia.
* Volunteers took over 33 Lap Quilts to be distributed to
residents of Brookdale Assisted Living in Ft Myers.
* Super Bowl Sunday - We collected cans of soup, which were
donated to God’s Table. ( Bengals - 40, Rams - 31 and I don’t
care - 8).
* Lunch Bunch went to Bahama Breeze the last Wed. of the
month.

March upcoming events: 
* Blanket Month - Cash Collection for Blankets
* Lifeline Screening March 1st in Lau Hall.
* Lunch Bunch - Broadway Palm. The show Margaritaville.
* WELCA Spring Gathering to be held March 26 at Christ
Church,Cape Coral, see Rhona Diamond for more information.
Upcoming: Look for information on our Bakeless Bake Sale
and Collection for Lilies for Easter in Sunday Bulletins and on
St Peter’s Web page.
Thank you for all your donations and to all the volunteers that
help us do good deeds to glorify our Father in Heaven.

Happy St Patrick’s Day! 
 Blessings, Marilyn Torstveit 



Adler Biddle  Marilyn Housemeyer 
Laura Bond  Julie Chaffin 
Joy Booth  Larry Nelson 
Sally Malcom-Bethea  Mary Harrington 
 Karen Carpenter  Shirley & Sheldon Roe 
Church in Haiti  Jim Fogdall 

John Hyssong, Jr. Sandi Cottingham 
Barbara Deming  Scott Seeman 

Ernest H. Garbade (son)  Debbie Smalley 
Lynda Butler  Ryan Smith 

Jack & Shirley Hyssong  Mara Coleman 
     Bill Figgins   Alexis Tuminello 

Connor Hart, nephew of Lynn Larson  Liz & Mark Venturin 
Michelle Taylor  Jim & Carol Look 
Tim Taylor  Eleanor Paulsen 

Ida Syvertson  Monna Weiler 
Andrea Nisja     Brooker Simms 

Jim Wall          Cherie Kullberg 
Jim DeLorenzo  Bill, friend of Trudy’s 

Jim & Finney Noffsinger 
Our family serving in the  Armed Forces 

Col. Kevin Groth (nephew of Bob Stenerson) 
Marshall (son of Paul & Mark) 

Robert McGuire (grandson of Arlene Burm) 
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all  

PLEASE NOTE: 
It is our privilege to lift up your prayer concerns to the Throne Room of our God! 
If you have a prayer concern to add or remove from this list, please e-mail, or call 
the office or send us a note.    
Names will be listed for one month, after which they will be removed unless we 
hear from you to keep them active.   If you want them to be permanently on the 
list, please let the office know. 



         SYNOD ASSEMBLY
The next Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly is scheduled 

for June 3-5, 2022 in Orlando. We 
are able to send three voting members: one pastor, one 
lay female and one lay male (voting members). This is an 
important way for us to be involved in decision-making 

while network with other Lutherans, and share 
ministry joys and challenges. Your council and pastor 

encourage prayerful consideration of this opportunity. 
We are in need of one male voting member to attend. 

Expenses for the trip have been allowed for in our 
budget and will be paid by St Peter. 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 

Souper Bowl Sunday was a great success! 
(Well, maybe not if you are a Bengals fan) 

Rams-31 
Bengals-40 

I don’t care – 8 
The real winners are the underserved on the Beach 



 Mar 3Cherie Kullberg Mar 21 Paul Brandau-Shirley 

Mar 9 Carter Kurtz Joy Booth 

Linda Beaulieu March 25 Joanie Gerberding 

Mar 14 Barb Deming Mar 27 Harold Pekol 

Mar 20 Liz Venturin Mar 29 Gail Drohan 

Mar 9 Bruce & Cherie Kullberg 

REIKO AND FRIENDS ARE BACK !! 
MARCH 8, 2022 AT 5:30 PM 

DON'T MISS THIS UPCOMING CONCERT 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!! 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS 



LADIES LUNCH BUNCH 

Broadway Palms 

March 30   $65 Jimmy Buffet’s Escape to Margaritaville 

Partners welcome! 

Contact Jana Clevenger for reservations (317) 

763-1510

ROMEO’S 

Call Bruce Allen (239)450-2470 

Lenten services begin with Ash Wednesday, March 2 
They will be on Wednesday at 5:00 pm, 

We will be using the Holden Village services. 
Dates:   

March 2, 9,16,23,30  Apr 6 

Also on Maundy Thursday, Apr. 14 

- We are working on a new format - watch for an email



We were saddened to learn of the 
passing of HG Fisher.  HG was the 
organist/choir director here for 
several years and will always be 
remembered fondly by many. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

  A note from the  Worship & Music 
Committee 

We are all part of the worship service so please feel 
free to leave a note on your attendance form if there 
is a hymn that you would like to recommend. 
We might not be able to get to it the very next week, 
but we will sure do our best to work it into a service. 
Also, at the lectern in the narthex, you will find a 
form for prayer requests for that service.  If you want 
to add that person to the regular prayer request, just 
mark the box next to their name.  
(Please remember to get their permission if possible) 





2022 – CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT.......................... Dave Mickley  

VICE PRESIDENT................... Donna Albert 

SECRETARY …………………….…..Arlene Burm 

TREASURER ....................... John Torstveit 

MEMEBERS: 

Jana Clevenger       Rhona Diamond       Lynn Larson 

CURRENT OFFICE INFORMATION 

Please note that the office is currently being staffed on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday - usually from 8am – noon.  If you leave a 
message, we will get back to you the next workday.  If you plan on 
stopping in, please call so that we can make sure someone is here to 
assist you. 

Please keep us informed if you move, change your phone number 
or email address!  We want to let you know what’s going on here, so 
being able to reach you is important! 




