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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR 
SHARON 

 
THE FIVE BAPTISMAL PROMISES  

 

When we were baptized, promises were made.  Either our 
parents made them for us,  if we were too young to consent or 
we made them for ourselves, if we were baptized as a young 
person or adult.  Then, on our confirmation day, (also known as 
affirmation of baptism) we reaffirmed our commitment to living 
out those baptismal promises in our daily lives.  Many of us 
probably haven’t thought about those baptismal promises in 
years, if at all.  So here is a little reminder for us all.    

 

During the worship service, in the sacrament of holy baptism, 
the pastor asked:  

 

Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you 
in holy baptism: 

 

live among God’s faithful people; 

 

hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper; 

 

proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 
deed; 



 

serve all people following the example of Jesus; and 

 

strive for justice and peace in all the earth?” 

 

And we responded:  

We do, and ask God to help and guide us. 

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pg. 236) 

 

 

Being a disciple of Jesus is about more than just coming to 
worship once a week.  Yes, worship is one of the five promises.  
In fact, it is the promise that grounds us in God’s word and 
equips us for living out the other four.  Many say that for 
Lutherans it is the center of our life together.  However, if we 
only worship, we miss out on the joy and the challenges of a 
holistic faith journey.   

 

EXPLORING THE THIRD BAPTISMAL PROMISE: Proclaim the good 
news of God in Christ through word and deed.  

 

Think about proclaiming the good news. It's easy to envision a 
pastor in the pulpit on Sunday morning bringing the Word of 
God to the gathered people. But through our baptismal 
covenant, we all are called to proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ. Not just the pastor, but every one of us. And not just 
once, or once in a while. We are called to proclaim the good 
news day after day.   

 



What does it mean to proclaim the good news of God in Christ? 
As the Church, acting together and as individuals, we have a 
story to tell. We have the story of God's movement in our lives 
through the saving actions of Jesus Christ. The life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus is not simply a story in the Bible. Rather it's 
the story of our lives and the story of what brings us life. We 
simply share with others how God is working in our lives. We 
share the story that shapes our story.  

 

We are living out the story of Christ in us. We are proclaiming 
the story of God's saving grace in our lives when we:  

Invite others to the church where Christ is proclaimed 

Confess our faith through song and word in worship 

Offer encouragement to a friend and others who are ill or in 
need 

Show Christ through our daily lives and work, which express 
thanks to God and care for the common good 

Talk about our faith in our homes and with others 

Live prepared to give a reason for the hope within us 

Proceed to "Serve."      (ELCA.org)  

 

Words have great power to tear down,  and they also have great 
power to build up.  God’s word always builds up and brings life.  
During these summer months, I encourage you to be intentional 
about your words.   Listen as much as you speak, if not more.  
And when you speak, let your words build up others and build 
up the kingdom of God.  Also, be conscious of the words you 
speak to yourself.  Let them also be loving rather than judging.   

 



At the same time, our words are empty if our actions are not 
consistent with what we say.  Sometimes we act before we 
think.  Sometimes we act in response to our injured egos rather 
than our true spiritual selves.  I encourage you to be intentional 
about your actions with family, with friends, with strangers.  
Take three deep breaths before you act.  Ask yourself, “Is what I 
am about to do loving?”  

Is it aligned with God’s purposes?   

 

EXPLORING THE FOURTH BAPTISMAL PROMISE: Serve all people 
following the example of Jesus.  

 

Serving is at the heart of Jesus' ministry. Making the connection 
between Jesus feeding the five thousand and setting up a food 
pantry is easy. God serves others through us. Jesus calls us to be 
more than good waitstaff. The ministry of feeding is 
commendable, but there is more to serving.  

 

To follow the example of Jesus and serve all people requires us 
to get involved in the lives of others. Jesus valued relationships. 
Jesus' conversation with the Samaritan woman, making time for 
children or comforting his friends Martha and Mary serves as a 
blueprint for moving us beyond projects and anonymous 
charitable activities to relationships.   Following the life of Jesus 
leads us into the mess of life where lives are transformed and 
Christ is made known. Serving as Jesus serves brings us closer to 
Jesus, the one who did not come to be served but to serve.  

 

As we serve following the example of Jesus Christ, we can:  

Visit the sick and the imprisoned 



Feed the hungry 

Respond to disasters 

Walk alongside others 

Give of our resources.   (ELCA.org)  

 

Jesus came not to be served, but to serve.  Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection are the examples for our lives of service.  Jesus 
served ALL people; often crossing social, racial, and religious 
boundaries.  Jesus understood the interconnected nature of 
humanity and taught us to serve all without expecting 
something in return.  I encourage you to be alert to 
opportunities to serve.   I invite you to cross boundaries and 
meet and serve folks that you may have defined as “other”.  
Take some time over the summer to revisit the gospel stories 
and remember the examples that Jesus has set for us.  Be in 
prayer, that God may help you follow the example of Jesus in 
your own life and context.   

 

Our faith is not a set of beliefs, it is a way of life.  Blessings as 
you “proclaim” and “serve” this summer!    

 

Peace,  

Pastor Sharon Taylor  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Updates 
Friday, June 18, 2021 

 
• A motion was made and carried to schedule 3-5 concerts for 

the 2021-2022 season at St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. Jim Kreger has been given the approval to go ahead 
to begin scheduling them. The goal of these concerts is as an 
outreach to the community and to share the hospitality of 
our space while providing music.  

• The St. Peter Fisherman for July and August will be 
combined into one mailing in the beginning of July. The next 
Fisherman mailing will be in the beginning of September. 

• A letter to congregants is being generated and mailed 
separately to survey how you wish to receive the monthly 
Fisherman in the future, by snail mail or by email 
attachment. We are looking to update our delivery of the 
Fisherman to keep congregants informed.  

• A St. Peter Church Retreat has been scheduled for Saturday, 
October 16, 2021 from  9 am til noon in Lau Hall. The main 
topics are revising our vision and mission statements.  

• The reviewing and archiving of St Peter’s old documents is 
being done by Trudy Archer. If you wish to help in any way, 
please contact her. 

• Our next St. Peter church council meeting is scheduled for 
Friday, August 20, 2021 at 9:30 am in Lau Hall. There will be 
no July meeting. 

(Contact a council member if you have any questions or concerns) 



 

PILLOW CASE DRESS MINISTRY 
 

 

  
Our pillowcases have been blessed by Pastor Sharon 
in May, However we are having a problem with 
shipping. We planned on sending them to Haiti 
through Trinity Hope or Pastor Khader El-Yateem. Due 
to political upheaval  and Covid 19 there is no 
transportation.  
  We have made over 300 dresses and 35 shorts for 
the boys. I want to again give a huge thank you to 
Diane from Lee County Animal Control for all the 
pillowcases. I want to thank all the ladies who have 
helped cutting, pinning, ironing and/or sewing: Trudy 
Archer, Joyce Burr, Erika Fisher, Carol Hecht, Joanne 
Johnson, Cherie Kullberg, Marlene Langenhorst, and 
her friend Mary, Arlene, Carol Look, Marian Sylvester, 
Marilyn Torstveit, Sherry Walker, Joanne (Pastor 
Sharon”s Mom),Esmeralda Marques, Anne and Carol 
Caron.  
 
 



 
 
 Thank you also to John and Marilyn Torstveit and 
Joyce Burr for folding the dresses and shorts for 
shipping.  Thanks to Trudy Archer for getting them 
packed and shipped out and to Marilyn Torstveit for 
covering the shipping charges. 
  
 
Thank you, Norma Conner and Jim Wall, John 
Linebarger and all who have donated pillowcases 
Thank you council for giving us a budget and  all the 
members who have provided funds for this project.  
          
         God Bless You!!!  
         Rhona Diamond 

 

 

 

 

Martin Luther quotes 
from your Worship and Music Committee 

"There are two days in my calendar.   
This day and That day." 

 
"Next to the Word of God, the noble art of 

music is the greatest treasure in the world." 

 



Our Prayer List 
             

   
  

Adler Biddle     Pam Buccafurri 
Gretna Bohl                           April Meyer 

Laura Bond                         Dave & Sue Mickley 
Joy Booth                         Larry Nelson 

Sally Malcom-Bethea               Mary Harrington     
     Karen Carpenter          Shirley & Sheldon Roe 

Church in Haiti                        Jim Fogdall 
  John Hyssong, Jr.                   Miguel Colon               

Barbara Deming                 Scott Seeman 
Ernest H. Garbade (son)               Debbie Smalley 

Diane Allen                       Ryan Smith 
Jack & Shirley Hyssong              Joyce Timmons 

        Bill Figgins                             Alexis Tuminello 
Jim Johnson           Liz Venturin 

 Barbara Keene               Linda Eroh-Kasmala 
Jim & Carol Look                           Les Groettum                        
Tim Taylor                              Eleanor Paulsen  

  Tom Holland                                   Chris Magley 
Michelle Taylor                           Monna Weiler    

Ida Syvertson, mother of Deb & Tim      
 Brooker Simms, great grandson of Jim & Joanne Johnson  

       
Our family serving in the Armed Forces 
Col. Kevin Groth (nephew of Bob Stenerson) 

Marshall (son of Paul & Mark) 
Robert McGuire (grandson of Arlene Burm) 

 
 
 

It is our privilege to lift up your prayer concerns to the Throne Room of our God!  
If you have a prayer concern to add or remove from this list, please call the office 
or mark it on the list posted on the bulletin board. 

Names will be listed for one month, after which they will be removed unless we 
hear from you to keep them active 



 

 
 

John Schoenewald 7/4 Elaine Killelea 7/17 
George Albert 7/10 Laura Bond 7/18 
Louise Davis 7/12 Marsha Mann 7/23 
Quent Clark 7/13 Elsie Sanford 7/25 
Bob Ehrenreich 7/15 Verner Drohan 7/27 
Jon Deming 7/16 Dieter Nickel 7/27 
Robert Beane 7/17   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Linnea Olsen 8/2 Dwight Aitchison 8/14 
Rita Hofmeister 8/6 Bob Burr 8/15 
Trudy Archer 8/8 Myra Clark 8/15 
Glenn Dane 8/9 Linda Kasmala 8/16 
John Palmer 8/11 Roy Dagnall 8/19 
Carol Dagnall 8/11 Barbara Larson 8/20 
Terry Lucia 8/12 Jim Markusen 8/21 

 

 



 

 
 

Dave & Sue Mickley  7/09 

Mark & Liz Venturin 7/15 

 

 

 
 
Quent & Myra Clark   8/06 60 years!! 

Jim & Donna Markusen  8/08 52 years!! 

Dieter & Pam Nickel   8/19 60 years!! 

Goerge & Diane Phillips  8/21 

Jon & Barb Deming   8/24 53 years!! 

Fred & Ginney Keeton  8/24 70 years!! 

Jim & Carol Look    8/26 

John & Marilyn Torstveit 8/29 57 years!! 

Larry & Fran Neilsen   8/30 57 years!! 

 



         
 

 
 

 
    

 

A note came from Lori Olsen –  

 “Thank you for sending the Fisherman.  
Although we see you only 2 weeks a year, we 
cherish our community of faith and find great 
comfort at St. Peters.  To God be the glory for 
His magnificent ever-presence.  Amen, Lori 
Olson” 

 

A Thank you from Diane & Bruce Allen’s sister-
in-law – “ Dear Church Members, Thank you so 
much for the beautiful prayer shawl.  I am 
sure it will keep me warm and comfort me 
while going through this difficult time.  Thank 
you for holding me in your prayers.  This 
means a lot to me.  Sincerely, Carol Allen” 

  

We also received a card from Arnold and 
Nancy Johnson’s family  thanking us for all we 
have done for them.  They write, : Mom and 
Dad always said the people at St. Peter are 
special and they were correct!  Our Family 
cannot say ‘Thank You’ 

Enough for all you have done for us!” 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Grace to you and Peace from Almighty God and our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. In our “Thank you” letter 
that we sent several months ago we said this…“The 
stewardship team and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for your generosity to God’s 
mission through St. Peter.  Your offerings, tithes, and 
pledges make it possible for us to creatively serve God 
and neighbor on Fort Myers Beach and beyond!  Your 
financial gifts, as well as time and talent, are planting 
mission “seeds” for years and generations to come.” 
 
Since then I have been asked several times about how 
members and friends can support St. Peter with their 
giving. What they are asking is, what methods are 
available here at St. Peter to give. 
 
Pretty generally, the ways that people give to support a 
congregation is through their in-church offering. 
However, we are living in different times now and there 
are so many ways that you can choose to send in your 
support to this ministry. We, as the stewardship team, 
offer the following information to assist you in your 
giving:. 
 
1. Regular in person offering. Since St. Peter has opened 
and we are back to in-person worship, this is one option 
that those who are attending can choose. Since we have 
not yet moved to ushers collecting our offerings, there is 
a basket set up as you enter the sanctuary where you 
can deposit your offering. 



2. Mail in to the church office. This is another good 
option for us to use. Simply send your tithes and 
offerings to the church office. 
 
3. The websites “GIVE” button. Here you can go on-line 
to www.stpeterfmb.com and follow the prompts to set 
up your offering as a “monthly”, “weekly” or “one time” 
option. This option could take the place of paper offering 
envelopes 
 
4. Vanco, PayPal, Venmo or other electronic payment 
options. If you regularly use any of these to pay your 
bills or send money, you can select St. Peter as a 
recipient. This is a very easy option if you are already 
using one of these platforms. 
 
However you want to do it, St. Peter stands ready to 
help you set it up. 
 
Since we have seen a very helpful increase in our 
offering of gifts and tithes to St. Peter, we want to make 
sure that everyone who is looking for a way to be a part 
of this tremendous outpouring of love and support for 
the ministry here, is able to find a way to help. 
 
Please contact  anyone from the stewardship or financial 
team for assistance. 
 

  ………Pastor Tim and the Stewardship Committee 
 

http://www.stpeterfmb.com/


 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT! 
 You will be receiving a separate mailing from St. Peter 
concerning our communications system and the 
Fisherman.   
 Please take a few minutes to look it over, fill out the 
form and return it to church.   
 We all want to be able to communicate in the best 
possible way so that you will be informed and stay a part of 
the congregation! 
 
 

 
 

We are combining July and August  
into one Fisherman. 

 
You’ll also find the Calendar is two-sided,  

so make sure to flip it over at the end of July. 
 
 
 



 
Hymn for a summer day 

Maltbie Davenport Babcock, a minister in upstate New York at 
the turn of the 20th century, often walked near Niagara Falls to 
enjoy the view of Lake Ontario and the surrounding scenery. 
He’d tell his wife he was “going to see the Father’s world.” 
 
Franklin Sheppard set it to music in 1915, using two verses of 
text for each hymn stanza. 
 
This is my Father’s world, 
and to my listening ears 
all nature sings, and round me rings 
the music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world: 
I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
his hand the wonders wrought. 
 
This is my Father’s world, 
the birds their carols raise, 
the morning light, the lily white, 
declare their maker’s praise. 
This is my Father’s world: 
he shines in all that’s fair; 
in the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
he speaks to me everywhere. 



 



 
 
 
2020 – CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT.......................... Donna Albert   

VICE PRESIDENT............. Marlene McComas  

SECRETARY........................ Jean Ziemann     

TREASURER ....................... John Torstveit    
 

MEMEBERS: 

George Albert                        Bill Beaulieu 

Marilyn Housemeyer 

 

 

Please note that the office is currently being staffed on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, usually from 8am – noon.  If 
you leave a message, we will get back to you the next work 
day. 
 
 
 
 


	Hymn for a summer day

