
 

  

 

 
 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
        2 Corinthians 3:17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Peter Lutheran Church ELCA 

3751 Estero Blvd 
Fort Myers Beach, FL  33931 

239-463-4251 

 JULY 2020 



 
Summer Office Hours 

Mon – Wed – Fri 
8 am – Noon 

 
Phone:  239-463-4251 

WEBSITE:  www.stpeterfmb.com 

Email: Stpeterfmb@gmail.com 

Facebook – St. Peter Lutheran ELCA, Ft. Myers Beach 

STAFF 
 

Pastor – Rev. Rick Lund 
Office Assistant – Trudy Archer 

Organist/Choir Director – Jim Kreger 
Artist in Residence/Pianist – Shirley Roe 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS THE 
PRINTING AND MAILING COSTS, please submit your check 
either in the mail or your envelope with “Fisherman” as the 
subject line.  The cost to print and mail is   $65 -75 per month. 
 

Thanks to Bruce Whitaker for sponsoring this 
month’s Fisherman in memory of Karen Whitaker 

 

http://www.stpeterfmb.com/
mailto:Stpeterfmb@gmail.com


A letter from Pastor Rick 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
I notified the Church Council on June 2 that I will be 
retiring at the end of my call, November 30, 2020. My 
wife Katherine will be fully retired by then as well. We 
will return to our home on the Chippewa River near Eau 
Claire, WI. 
 
The confluence of disturbing events in recent days and 
months—the pandemic, the George Floyd (and now 
Rayshard Brooks) police shooting, the ensuing protests 
and riots, the contentious presidential election have 
dramatically changed the trajectory of parish ministry. 
At 66 years old and in our 41st year of marriage, it is the 
right time to move into a new phase of life.  
 
The Church Council met with Deacon Connie Schmucker 
from the Florida-Bahamas Synod on June 16 to discuss 
options moving forward. You will learn more details 
from Council President Donna Albert very soon.  
 
In the meantime, I will continue to serve faithfully as 
your “Interim Pastor” while the Council works with the 
Bishop’s Office to find your next pastor. Donna and the 
Church Council need your prayers, support, 
encouragement and patience as they do their diligent 
work to discern God’s will for St. Peter Lutheran Church 
and the pastor you need who will lead you. 
 
Thank you for your support of my ministry here at St. 
Peter. It is a privilege to be your pastor. 
 
In Christ and together with you. 
 
Pastor Rick Lund 



 
A COUPLE NOTES 

 

 

 

CHURCH RE-OPENING 

Church Council, after much discussion and 
consultation with the Bishop’s staff, have 

decided to move reopening until the end of July.  
We will continue to keep you updated as we work 

through these unprecedented times.  We are 
prepared with masks, hand sanitizer and spray 
sanitizer, but our concern for everyone’s safety 

is paramount in these decisions. 

 

UPCOMING ELECTIONS 

Lee County Board of Elections has had to consolidate as many 
precincts as possible due to lack of poll workers available.  For 
the next two elections, August and November, our precinct 
has been combined with the one at Chapel by the Sea. 

 

FISHERMAN ARTICLES WANTED 

Please have any articles for the Fisherman in by the 20th of the 
month.  E-mail, hand deliver, send by mule train, they are all 
welcome!!! 

 

 



 

REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR RICK                         

 
Brothers and sister in Christ. Grace and peace from God the 
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This past Sunday I preached about “fear.” Not to reprise that 
sermon, I will say that Jesus addressed the disciples’ “fear” 
four times in ten verses. What were they afraid of? The 
Romans? Not having enough to eat, drink or wear or a place to 
live? No, not in this context at least. What they were afraid of 
were their own kin: Jewish friends, synagogue members, and 
even their own immediate family! Why? Because what Jesus 
cared about and the Good News that they were to proclaim 
was that God loves everyone, not just people of their own 
race, tribe or kind. Safer to pay lip service to this message and 
resist doing anything about it. They were like us. 
 
Looking back on my ministry I regret one thing more than all 
else: my inability or unwillingness to be more vocal about 
Christ’s command to advocate for and serve the “least of these 
my brethren.” (Matthew 25:40.) To me this means to focus on 
“the one lost sheep” over the 99 who expect my primary 
attention. It’s not an “either/or” but simply a matter of priority.  
 
In my last 5 months of parish ministry I feel freer to speak out 
about what I see as the challenges and opportunities ahead for 
our congregations. For simplicity, each begins with the letter 
“E.” 
 



o Ecological – Care of God’s creation, air, water, soil, and 
the health and well-being of the most precious resource of 
all: people. 

 
o Electronic—Using technology effectively to 

communicate the Good News in a post-print, post-literate 
age.  

 
o Ethnic – Intentional commitment to, listening to, building 

relationships with, and valuing all races equally in our 
ministries of the ELCA. 
 

For the “whitest denomination in the US,” the ELCA, this 
third priority will be the most explosive. It will mean a true 
commitment to full inclusion in the life of the church of other 
colors and origins of Christians. Worship, music, language, 
even the foods we offer at potlucks will be different. (Jalapeno 
Jello, anyone?) Some congregations would rather dwindle and 
die than make the necessary changes to make progress on this 
goal. We don’t like to change. It scares us. 
 
St. Peter is in the early stages of its call process. Statistics 
indicate a clergy shortage in the ELCA. St. Peter and many 
other congregations in our area have had some difficulty 
getting qualified candidates to serve.  But, there is hope!  
 
We have many fine pastors eager to serve congregations who 
have an externally-focused mission for the unchurched and 
those outside our walls. If you are willing to make the three 
“E’s” a priority, you will have more outstanding candidates 
than you can choose from. You will be the envy of those 
congregations who are lamenting the lack of pastoral 
candidates. 
 
May the Lord open our minds, hearts, and spirits to the new 
age that is opening up to us. 
 
Pastor Rick 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Church Council Meeting            Tuesday, June 16, 2020 
  

• The St. Peter Church Council met on ZOOM with Deacon 
Connie Schmucker from the Florida-Bahamas Synod to 
discuss our various options for moving forward in 
selecting a fulltime pastor for St Peter to replace Pastor 
Rick Lund on December 1, 2020. Church Council members 
plan to meet on Tuesdays in upcoming weeks to tweak 
our Ministry Site Profile. Our next meeting is Tuesday, 
June 23, 2020. 

• After some discussion, Church Council members voted to 
delay the reopening of St Peter until the end of July 2020. 
We can continue to safely live-stream videos for worship 
and bible studies. Pastor Rick invites others in the 
congregation to volunteer to partake in the taping of 
bible studies. Please reach out to him if you are 
interested. 

• To open Lau Hall for the August 18, 2020 and November 
3, 2020 elections by Lee County, we are requesting they 
do some biological fogging after the election is over to 
disinfect the hall. 

• Council members decided not to do the insurance value 
appraisal that was suggested by the Weston Wind 
Mitigation Insurance Company at this time. Weston 
replaced the Frontline Wind Mitigation policy in May 
2020. 

 



 

 
 

At St. Peter Lutheran: 
     1).  We give out of Love for Christ 
     2).  We give because of Christ’s GREAT COMMISSION 
given to us in his Words found in Matthew 28: 18-20 
     3).  We give because of our confidence in the dedication,  
trustworthiness, and the Commitment of our staff and 
congregational leaders. 
 
                                                  THANK YOU to ALL of YOU! 
                                                   The Stewardship Committee 

 

 
 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 



 
FROM THE WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Quotes from Martin Luther 
 

 
 

"Nothing good ever comes of violence." 
 
"Therefore we conclude that all law, divine and 
human, treating of outward conduct, should 
not bind any further than love goes.  Love is to 
be the interpreter of law." 
 

 
OPENINGS STILL AVAILABLE 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT – We are still in need of more 
worship assistants.  It is a different way to worship that 
you can only understand by experiencing it.  We currently 
only have 3 assistants and could certainly use more. 
 

A/V Tech – Thanks be to God for Jim Markusen!  He has 
graciously accepted the role of the A/V work after Deacon 
Lisa is finished.  HOWEVER, we need a backup and maybe 
another person who understands and can fill in on 
occasion.  Training will be freely given and help is available 
 

 



 
  July  4  John Schoenwald 

  July 10  George Albert 

  July 12  Louise Davis 

  July 13  Quent Clark 

  July 15  Robert Ehrenreich 

  July 16  Jon Deming 

  July 17  Robert Beane 
      Elaine Killelea 

  July 18   Laura Bond 

  July 23  Marsha Mann 

  July 25  Elsie Sanford 

  July 27  Verner Drohan 
      Dieter Nickel 
 

 
JULY 9     David & Susan Mickley 
JULY 15  Mark & Elizabeth Venturin 

 

 



 
 

Mail and Messages 

Email from Joyce 
To my dear St. Peter Church Family - 

How I miss you all! Perhaps, like the Burrs, you, too, are ready 
to trade in the year 2020 for some other year. (any year!)  I 
want to thank you for your many cards, phone calls and – 
most especially – for your prayers. I believe that I may be a 
perfect illustration that we all need to be prayed for – even 
when the pray-ers don’t necessarily know exactly why they 
are praying. 
 
Let me explain: many of you assume that I am now recovering 
– or have already recovered – from hip replacement surgery. 
Not so! Three scheduled surgery dates (in March, April and 
May) were all canceled and I was told in May that I was 
unlikely to see the inside of an operating room before 
September. NOT what I wanted to hear!  Thanks be to God 
and thanks to your prayers I am now scheduled for surgery on 
July 20th.  
 
In my imagination you have been encouraging me with a 
“hang in there, baby!” or a “be patient, Joyce, this too will 
pass.” Don’t we ALL need those comforting words regularly in 
these days of the coronavirus?! So thank you and God bless 
you dear siblings in Christ! You have kept me (mostly) sane 



during these past months. Let’s all keep on praying for each 
other. 
 

Until we are able to be together once again, I send you 

     Love in Christ, 

     Joyce Burr 
 

 

A card from Jack  & Bobbie Conour 

 Friends at St. Peter – 

  We attended your church several times in February 
when we stayed on Fort Myers Beach.  By the time we got 
back to Cincinnati, everything was closed so we are again 
attending your services every Sunday in front of  computers.  
We hope to see you again next February! 

     Jack and Bobbie Conour 
 

 

A note from Doris and Larry Nelson 

Dear friends at St. Peter, 

We have been grateful for the Sunday services we have been 
able to watch and participate in each week – both messages 
and music.   

Larry is doing well with radiation treatments at Mayo Clinic.  
Please keep him in your prayers. 

     Doris and Larry Nelson 

 

 

 

 



WELCA 
 
 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
 as you trust in him, so that you may overflow 

 with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
        Romans 15:13 

 
During this time of closure due to the pandemic WELCA 
has decides to movie forward with one of our many 
ministry outreach projects. We are asking for cash gifts 
for Immokalee Friendship House. We know they have 
been hard hit with the pandemic, and any help will be 
appreciated. 

 

The following is a brief description of what they do: 
 
Immokalee Friendship House provides shelter to over 
1,000 people and feeds over 25,000 meals each year. 
 
 They reach out to the Immokalee community with: 

 

Food distribution programs to area  
churches & agencies,  
English training for Migrant Workers, 
Bilingual AA/NA meetings and bible studies,  
100% scholarships to Immokalee technical center. 

 
Checks may be made payable to  
      St. Peter Lutheran Church 

 Memo line – Immokalee Friendship House 
 

Blessings and looking forward to worshiping together 
again, 

 
Marilyn Torstveit and Diane Allen,    co-Presidents 

 

 



OUR PRAYER LIST 

Keith Allen Miguel Colon 
Joan Berecz Jack & Shirley Hyssong 
Adler Biddle Arnie & Nancy Johnson 
Gretna Bohl Whitney Johnson 
Joy Booth Barbara Keene 
Bob Burm Jim & Carol Look 
Joyce Burr Chris Magley 

Jack Butcher Ken “Butch” Markim 
            Jack Gerber The Church in Haiti  
         Debbie Smalley 

         Jim Johnson 
Denise Moss 

Michael Schultz 
Scott Seeman 

Alexis Tuminello 
Shannon Miller 

      Ernest Garbade,Jr 
             Larry Nelson 

 

Rita Hoffmeister 
Josh Price & family 

             Liz Venturin 
        Don Stevens 

Joyce Timmons 
Jaymie Thomas 

Jeff Williams 
April Meyer 

 

Johanna Fit 
Denise Mays 

 

Please pray for peace throughout the world and for our St. Peter 

church family members currently serving in the Armed Forces - 

Col. Kevin Groth  (nephew of Bob Stenerson) 

Nick and Marshall (sons of Mark & Paul) 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with you all    

 

It is our privilege to lift up your prayer concerns to the Throne Room of our 
God!  If you have a prayer concern to add or remove from this list, please call 
the office, or mark it on the list posted on the bulletin board. 

Names will be listed for one month, after which they will be removed unless 
we hear from you to keep them active. 

 



 

2020 – CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS 
PRESIDENT........................... Donna Albert  (239) 961-3875 (c) 

VICE PRESIDENT................... John Torstveit  (608) 774-7805 (c) 

SECRETARY.......................... Jean Ziemann    (708) 269-5151 (c) 

TREASURER ......................... Marlene McComas 515-570-0031 (c) 

 

MEMEBERS: 

George Albert  (239) 961-3875          Bill Beaulieu………….(239) 560-5525  

Jana Clevenger (317) 753-1510          Paul Brandau-Shirley.(404) 312-6368   

Cathy Figgins.(218)492-4188              Bob Burr……..(239) 481-7115   

Monna Weiler (239) 481-1000           Marilyn Housemeyer(239) 322-2754 
 

 

Please note that the office is currently being staffed on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday - usually from 8am – noon.  If you leave a 
message, we will get back to you the next workday. 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my 
greatest concern is to be on God's side, for God is 
always right. 

 Abraham Lincoln                                    
 

 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/abraham-lincoln-quotes

