
Pastor Sharon’s Sharings 
 
Now I am going to use a word that we hear and use in church circles that often 
makes people uncomfortable, so please promise me that you will continue 
reading until the very end. Are you ready? The word is EVANGELISM.  
 
Many of us have heard the word, but most of us don’t really know what it means. 
All we know is that it stirs up uncomfortable, and sometimes, negative, feelings 
within us. We begin picturing teams of witnesses coming to our doors uninvited 
or loud street-corner preachers grabbing us by the collar and hitting us over the 
head with the Bible. We have images of strong-arm tactics to fill church pews and 
meet church budgets. 
 
Now these images may have been true in your experience, but I ask you to 
suspend your preconceived notions for a few minutes so that we can take a look 
at how these images have obscured the meaning and beauty of evangelizing as it 
was embraced in the early followers of Jesus.  
 
The word Evangelism comes to us from the Greek noun euangelion which means 
good news or gospel and the Greek verb euangelizo which means to announce or 
share the good news.  
 
In the New Testament, this meant sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. It meant 
sharing the life-giving and life-saving acts of God through Jesus. The earliest 
apostles shared the good news freely with all those around them because they 
understood several things about themselves and about Jesus. 
 
The apostles recognized: 
● That the Gospel has the power of salvation and can change lives in this world 
and in the next. 
● That Jesus called them, individually and corporately, to spread the good news 
and make disciples of all nations. 
● That the Holy Spirit was leading and guiding them in this mission. 
● That Jesus did not push his message on people by force, but instead offered 
himself and his message through developing loving and trusting relationships. 



● That Jesus did not use complicated theological treatises, but instead used 
language which the people could understand and find relevant to their everyday 
lives. 
● That Jesus met people “where they were”. He knew how to listen and assess 
people’s needs and then respond to them with compassion, comfort, healing, and 
love. 
● That Jesus was driven not by numbers or dollars, but instead by his passion to 
reach lost people. 
 
Because the early apostles knew Jesus and had experienced his loving presence in 
their lives, they wanted to share that love with others. It was their passion, as well 
as their mission. Even though our church systems have become more 
complicated, our purpose as the church of Christ is still the same.  
 
We are called by Christ to be “in mission”. We are called to share the good news 
that God’s love and grace is for everyone. Yet, in order to do that authentically, 
we need to receive and be changed by this grace first.  
 
Martin Luther said that sharing the good news is like one beggar telling another 
beggar where to find food. When we truly experience the loving presence of 
Christ in our own lives, we, like the early apostles, will want to share that love 
with others. 
 
The most uninhibited evangelists that I have experienced are children. They do 
not have the same hang-ups that we adults have learned. Children just simply 
invite their friends to know Jesus as if it were the most natural thing in the world. 
Perhaps adults can learn a thing or two from our children! 
 
As we move into a new calendar year, let’s reconnect with our call to INVITE 
others to worship, grow, and serve with us on this journey of faith. 
 
Happy evangelizing, 
Pastor Sharon  


