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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR 
SHARON 

 
THE FIVE BAPTISMAL PROMISES  

 

When we were baptized, promises were made.  Either our 
parents made them for us,  if we were too young to consent or 
we made them for ourselves, if we were baptized as a young 
person or adult.  Then, on our confirmation day, (also known as 
affirmation of baptism) we reaffirmed our commitment to living 
out those baptismal promises in our daily lives.  Many of us 
probably haven’t thought about those baptismal promises in 
years, if at all.  So here is a little reminder for us all.    

 

During the worship service, in the sacrament of holy baptism, 
the pastor asked:  

 

Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you 
in holy baptism: 

 

live among God’s faithful people; 

 

hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper; 



 

proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 
deed; 

 

serve all people following the example of Jesus; and 

 

strive for justice and peace in all the earth?” 

 

And we responded:  

We do, and ask God to help and guide us. 

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pg. 236) 

 

Being a disciple of Jesus is about more than just coming to 
worship once a week.  Yes, worship is one of the five promises.  
In fact, it is the promise that grounds us in God’s word and 
equips us for living out the other four.  Many say that for 
Lutherans it is the center of our life together.  However, if we 
only worship, we miss out on the joy and the challenges of a 
holistic faith journey.   

 

EXPLORING THE FIFTH BAPTISMAL PROMISE: STRIVE FOR 
JUSTICE AND PEACE IN ALL THE EARTH 

 

(From ELCA.org) 

We celebrate the abundant blessings that are a part of this 
world. But we also walk in the struggle of human existence 
where we face our own sin, our self-centeredness, and the 
collective sin of human institutions, for example, the church, 



governments, the nations. In this struggle however, we meet 
the suffering God who bears the sins of the world and sends us 
out, as ones who are joined in the crucified Christ and in his 
solidarity with the pain of the world. As believers in Christ we 
are called to be about the work of justice in our personal and 
public life. We recognize that God's justice is something deeper 
and purer than our own best understanding of justice. And yet, 
we are called to love our neighbor as we would love ourselves.  

 

(From Pastor Sharon)  

I encourage you to take time this month to reflect on this fifth 
baptismal promise.  Working for justice and peace is not a 
political statement. It is a faith statement.  Following the 
example of Jesus is our call.  In his life and ministry, Jesus 
acknowledged and advocated for the dignity of all people.  He 
crossed religious, racial, and socio-economic barriers in order to 
meet each person with compassion and respect.  As I read 
Scripture, I hear an overarching theme of justice from Genesis 
through Revelation.  I see a Jesus who is more concerned about 
his responsibilities than his rights.  In fact, in the beautiful hymn 
in Philippians 2 we hear:  

 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let 
the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
 taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 



 8he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to the point of death — 
 even death on a cross. 

Jesus, who has the right to all heaven and earth, emptied 
himself in order to bring abundant life into the world for 
everyone.   

 

As we work for justice and peace, we follow the way of Jesus.  It 
is a natural response to our faith and our relationship with the 
God of Love and Life.  As we seek justice, we feed, clothe, 
support, and help our neighbors.  However, we don’t stop there.  
First we feed those who are hungry, and then we ask the hard 
questions.  We ask why we live in a world where people are 
hungry, and we seek to affect the systems that keep all people 
from receiving what they need.   Disciples in the early Jesus 
movement did it. They pooled their resources and distributed 
them to each as was needed.  

 

Working for justice and peace is part of our baptismal call.  It is 
as important as the other four baptismal promises we have 
discussed over these last several months.   

In this day and age, however, it takes courage and commitment 
to do justice work.  

As disciples, we must be undeterred by those who tell us that 
this work is political and thus should not be the work of the 
church.  This work is a faithful response to the love and grace we 
have received from God and a faithful response to the gift of 
baptism.   

 

 



 

How are you currently striving for justice and peace in all the 
earth? 

What are some injustices that speak to your heart and evoke 
compassion in you?  

Is there something you can do to learn about these injustices 
and respond?   

 

Remember, you are not alone in this task.  As a faith 
community, we are part of Christ’s body in the world. We are 
united and strengthened by the Risen Jesus himself as we seek a 
better world for all.   

 

Peace to you.   

Pastor Sharon Taylor  

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Updates 

Friday, August 20, 2021 
  

• A motion was made and carried to schedule our church 
services starting January 2, 2022, at 8:00 am and 9:30am. 
Our year-round worship service will be at 9:30 am.  

• The St. Peter Fisherman for October 2021 will be sent out 
using the method you chose. 

• We appointed Rhona Diamond to council to fill the 
remaining term this year for Jean Ziemann. 

• Synod Assembly September 17-19 has been cancelled and 
so Pastor Sharon is participating in the Virtual Synod 
Assembly on October 15-16, 2021, along with voting 
members Jim Kreger and Rhona Diamond.  

• Due to COVID-19 the October retreat has been postponed.  
• Our next St. Peter church council meeting is scheduled for 

Friday, September 17, 2021, at 9:30 am in Lau Hall.  

(Any questions or concerns please feel free to ask any 
church council member.) 

 

 

 



 

PILLOWCASE DRESS MINISTRY 
 

 

 We are able to continue shipping some dresses 
and shorts!  Our contact at “Little Dresses for Africa” 
has let us know that she will continue to take our 
dresses and shorts.  Our first delivery contained 102 
garments for African children! 
We have also sent them to folks in Appalachia 
through this same program, delivering 93 dresses and 
10 pairs of shorts.  Recently, I took several bags to 
“Little Dresses” on my way to visit my family in 
Michigan.   
 
We still have over 300 dresses to share, so if you have 
a different contact or place to send them, just let me 
know. 
           
         God Bless You!!!  
         Rhona Diamond 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Martin Luther quotes 

from your Worship and Music Committee 
 

"All the cunning of the devil is exercised in trying to tear me 
away from the word." 
  
"They are trying to make me into a fixed star.  I am an 
irregular planet." 
 

 
 
 

 
 

“I play the notes as they are 
 written, but it is God who 
 makes the music.” 

                         —J.S. Bach 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Our Prayer List 

             
   

Adler Biddle                             Pam Buccafurri 
Gretna Bohl                               April Meyer 
Laura Bond                           Dave & Sue Mickley 

Joy Booth                              Larry Nelson 
Sally Malcom-Bethea                   Mary Harrington     

     Karen Carpenter            Shirley & Sheldon Roe 
Church in Haiti                               Jim Fogdall 

 John Hyssong, Jr.                     Sandi Cottingham 
Barbara Deming                     Scott Seeman 

Ernest H. Garbade (son)                   Debbie Smalley 
Lynda Butler                            Ryan Smith 

Jack & Shirley Hyssong                 Joyce Timmons 
        Bill Figgins                               Alexis Tuminello 

Family of Jim Johnson           Liz & Mark Venturin 
Family of Barbara Keene             Jim & Carol Look                        

Tim Taylor                                 Eleanor Paulsen  
  Tom Holland                                      Penny Monk 

Ida Syvertson, mother of Deb & Tim      Monna Weiler    
Denise Mays                                 Michelle Taylor 
Broooker Simms        Family of Jean Ziemann 

      
Our family serving in the Armed Forces 
Col. Kevin Groth (nephew of Bob Stenerson) 

Marshall (son of Paul & Mark) 
Robert McGuire (grandson of Arlene Burm) 

 
 

It is our privilege to lift up your prayer concerns to the Throne Room of our 
God!  If you have a prayer concern to add or remove from this list, please 
call the office or mark it on the list posted on the bulletin board. 

Names will be listed for one month after which they will be removed unless 
we hear from you to keep them active 



 
    9/4 Frances York   

    9/5     Vic Berecz   

    9/12   Lisa Miller  

    9/16   Geg Dawson 

    9/19   Debbie Smalley 

    9/21   John Linebarger 

    9/23   Linda Beck 
               Marilee Schoenewald 

    9/30   Jim Look 

 

 
 

   9/1 David & Mary Anne Maiser 

   9/4 Jerry & Susan Frantz 

   9/5 Paul & Becky Grothe 

   9/15 Don & Jan Schmidt 59 years!! 

   9/21 Bob & Brenda Miller  58 years!! 

 



         
 

 
 

 
    

 

We received notes from the following folks – 
Rachel O’Neill, founder of Little Dresses for Africa, sent 
us a note to thank the folks at St. Peter for the 
pillowcase dresses.  She says, “On behalf of the children, 
thank you so much for your help!” 
 
Sandi Cottingham writes, “It is such a blessing to have 
your prayer support, I can’t thank you  enough and Our 
Lord for His hand upon all of us.  I hope to thank you in 
person when we return to Florida in September.  The 
Prayer Shawl is just such a blessing,” 
 
A thank you for the donation of school supplies was sent 
to WELCA from Jessica Kurtz.  She wants us to know 
how much it helps to enhance her students’ education. 

 

 

 



 

 

AUGUST ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 8/8 – Jim & Donna Markusen in honor of  
    their anniversary 

 8/15 – Joyce Burr in celebration of Bob’s birthday 
 8/22 – John Linebarger in memory of his parents,  

Luke and Pauline Linebarger 
 8/29 – John & Marilyn Torstveit in honor of  
    their anniversary 
 
 

The Fisherman was sponsored this month by  
George and Donna Albert in memory of Jean Ziemann. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched 
the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many 

rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came 
and put in two small copper coins, which are worth 
a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to 
them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all those who are contributing to the 

treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of 
their abundance; but she out of her poverty has 
put in everything she had, all she had to live on." 

 

Grace to you and Peace from Almighty God and our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
Ah yes, now we come to the story that we call the “Widow’s 
Mite”.  
 
First let’s talk about the history of giving in the church. It used to 
be, that the church was in the center of the town, in fact if you 
travel to some older places like Europe, you will still see that the 
church is located in the town square because the church was the 
center of the community. It was the responsibility of the 
Pastor/Priest/Rabbi/Imam, to care for that community.  
 
The offering, then, was that people would bring forward gifts to 
be shared with those who did not have. They would bring crops 
or livestock or pottery, or services or whatever they had, and it 
was the leaders’ responsibility to make sure that those in that 



community who were in need, got the food, shelter or whatever 
to meet those needs. 
 
But as this text points out, the big givers are not the ones that 
Jesus highlights here. He noticed them, and he commented on 
their giving, But the one that he makes an example out of is this 
widow, who gave much less monetarily than everyone else. Her 
offering would have been worth about a penny in our money 
today. But the difference in her offering was that she gave ALL 
THAT SHE HAD. 
 
Some givers give out of their abundance,  
-out of what they could spare,  
-out of what was left over,  
-out of what they didn’t think they would need to do the things 
that they wanted to do. 
 
Jesus was not commenting on the amount that the people gave, 
but he was commenting on what the people kept.  
 
See everyone else gave out of their abundance, but this widow 
gave out of her poverty, and what she gave to the ministry of the 
church was everything that she had. She held nothing back, 
period. 
 
We know that giving is not just about money. We have gifts and 
talents and time that are also given to us by God. And God 
knows that we have very busy schedules, and plans, and many, 
many things to do.  
 
But God wants us to begin to look at our giving in a new way. 
 
So what are you holding back from God? 
 
Is your giving sacrificial, or is it automatic (something that you 
don’t even think about)? 



Are you giving out of your abundance…out of what’s left, or are 
you giving back with the same kind of commitment that God has 
given to you? 
 
As the contemporary Christian singer Twila Paris says… 
 
“You can hold onto money 
You can hold onto fame 
You can hold onto Glory and the power of a name 
You can hold to a friend at the end of a rope, 
But when you hold onto Jesus, you are holding on to hope.” 
 
So, now you have heard me talk about giving, now go and let the 
giving of your time, your talents, and your treasures, be all that 
you have to give. Period. 
 
Amen. 

- From your Stewardship Committee 
 
 

 

A Prayer for Guidance 

 
 

Lord, take me where you want me to go; 
Let me meet who you want me to meet; 

Tell me what you want me to say, 
and keep me out of your way. 

 
—Rev. Mychal Judge, FDNY chaplain  
and the first official casualty on 9/11 

 



 

Outreach Project  Update 

 
This project has officially received a name!  We have chosen 
“Totes of Grace” as the name for our outreach to the 
underserved in our community. 
 
We continue to distribute between 15 and 20 bags per month 
as well as handing out the last of the pillows and the blankets 
we received from Beach Pierview Hotel when they closed. 
 
Due to your generosity through Thrivent as well as the 
general fund budgeted amount, we feel that we have several 
months more to be able to help those less fortunate. 
 
If you are interested in coming to help distribute bags (we 
have started taking turns bringing a light lunch to share), we 
do it the first Thursday of every month from 10:00 am to 
around 1:30-2:00 pm.  We’d love to have you join us!  Just call 
Trudy in the office and let her know. 
 



 

 
 

WELCA NOTES 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13  
 

WELCA has through your generosity been able to send money to 
Immokalee Friendship House, and Jessica Kurtz for supplies for 
classrooms as well as the Beach School. We are continuing to 
still do outreach programs, such as Renee’s Closet and Harvest 
Time Ministries (PB & J collection in October). Any donations to 
these or our other outreach programs are most welcome.  
We look forward to starting our meetings in October, the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month in Lau Hall at 9:30 (with social 
distancing). We hope to see familiar faces, new faces and new 
ideas as we begin planning our Outreach Programs. 
 Blessings and looking forward to working together for the glory 
of God.  

   
 -Marilyn Torstveit and Diane Allen, Co-Presidents 

 
 

“If you want the peace that passes understanding, you’re 
going to have to give up your right to understanding. It’s 
called trust.” 

—Bill Johnson, American Christian minister and evangelist  



Losses in our flock 
  We are sorry to let everyone know that we have lost three 
of our friends and members recently.  
 
George Biggs, Jr., who attended with his wife, Shirley for 
many years passed away on June 27. 
 
Jim Johnson left us on July 26.  He was surrounded by his 
family in Muskegon, Michigan and the service was held at 
First Lutheran church there. 
 
Jean Ziemann died unexpectedly at home on July 30.  The 
family will be having a memorial later in the fall. 
 
Barbara Keene passed away on August 16.  We don’t 
know any service details at this time. 
 
 

 
 

May you continue to inspire us: 
To enter each day with a generous heart. 

To serve the call of courage and love 
Until we see your beautiful face again 

In that land where there is no more separation, 
Where all tears will be wiped from our mind, 

And where we will never lose you again.  
- John O’Donohue 

 



 

 
 

FISHERMAN DISTRIBUTION CHANGES 
 

Thanks to everyone who responded to the questionnaire 
concerning the Fisherman!  The response was astounding!  
Almost 100 folks let us know how (or if) they would like to 
receive their newsletter.  The majority of folks opted to get 
an e-mailed copy with some still preferring a postal copy.  
Some wanted to pick theirs up in the narthex and others said 
that they no longer wished to receive a Fisherman. 

 

Beginning next month, we will start sending the Fisherman 
to you using the method you chose.  If you haven’t yet 
responded, we will send it to you via your e-mail address if 
we have one in our system.  If we don’t have your e-mail and 
you haven’t let us know that you still wish to receive the 
Fisherman, we will assume that you are no longer interested.  
You are certainly welcome to let us know and we will add 
you to whichever method you prefer. 

 

You can also always view the Fisherman through the link on 
our website, www.stpeterfmb.com.  They are archived there 
for several months. 
` 

 

 

 

http://www.stpeterfmb.com/


 

 

 

PASTORS COOK MONDAY WORK CREW BREAKFAST 

     
 
````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

 
We welcome new members – 

 Marie Burgess, Howard Ray and Gloria Cockings! 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

2020 – CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS 
PRESIDENT.......................... Donna Albert   

VICE PRESIDENT............. Marlene McComas  

TREASURER ....................... John Torstveit    

MEMEBERS: 

George Albert                        Bill Beaulieu 

Marilyn Housemeyer 

Please note that the office is currently being staffed on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, usually from 8am – noon.  If 
you leave a message, we will get back to you the next 
workday. 
 



 

Our help — past, present and future 

This month, America marks the 20th anniversary of the 
9/11 terrorist attacks, which ended almost 3,000 lives and 
changed life forever for millions more. The nation was 
shaken to its very roots, with violence jolting out of us any 
assumption that “it can’t happen here.” September 11 
banished any lingering notion that being on the side of 
“liberty and justice for all” served as insulation against mass 
tragedy. We now had more to fear than fear itself. 

Psalm 46 reminds us that “though the earth should 
change” (v. 2) — as it did on 9/11 —God remains “our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (v. 1). 
We are never alone or without hope, even on life-altering 
days. 

How have God’s presence and power sustained you 
through life’s changes? How might sharing your story help 
someone else when their world or faith gets shaken? 

—adapted from The Wired Word 
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