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The Fisherman comes to you on a timely, regular basis with information,
spiritual help and interesting news about this congregation and its friends.
Material for each publication should be transmitted electronically (if possible)
or to the office by the 20th of the preceding month.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS THE PRINTING AND MAILING
COSTS, please submit your check either in the mail or your envelope with
“Fisherman” as the subject line.

Reflections from Pastor Rick
In 1976, a British statistician named George Box wrote the
famous line, “All models are wrong, some are useful.” His point
was that we should focus more on whether something can be
applied to everyday life in a useful manner rather than
debating endlessly if an answer is correct in all cases.
I’ve heard this aphorism used by medical experts a few times
lately, and I have found it helpful as the debates rage on about
“opening the economy” vs. “stay-at-home” edicts. People are
looking for one model to show us the way out of this present
crisis but is abundantly clear that the way forward is littered
with opinions, some more informed than others. There is no
consensus from neither expert nor neighbor!
When people are hurting and living in uncertainty, we can lose
confidence in things we used to trust without consideration. It
can feel like there is nowhere to turn for the truth. Even
Christians can begin to wonder where God is in all this. I can
assure you that, while there is no index of biblical verses that
will direct you to a specific passage containing “corona virus,”
the Bible is still and always has been God’s Truth. Believers
have relied on the Word of God for thousands of years,
followers of Jesus for over 2,000 years.

Even Jesus’ followers became discouraged when the going got
tough. In John’s Gospel, we read:
[M]any of his disciples turned back and no longer walked
with him.67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go
away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life,69 and we have believed, and have come to know,
that you are the Holy One of God.” – John 6:66-69
“All models are wrong, some are useful.” All verses of
Scripture are true, even if they aren’t always directly useful
to the immediate situation. Jesus invites us to follow him
and we know where he is going because he told us plainly:
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.”
Brothers and sisters of St. Peter Lutheran: We will get through
this together, because we have the perfect model, Jesus Christ,
the Holy One of God. This is certain.

Pastor Rick

Quotes from Martin Luther
(for your reflection from the
Worship and Music Committee)
“The Gospel cannot be truly preached without offense and
tumult.”
“When I look at myself, I don’t see how I can be saved. But,
when I look at Christ, I don’t see how I can be lost.”

WELCA
(Women of the ELCA)
Sometimes we need to stop and reflect
on all the missions that we serve. This
is a list of the projects supported by
WELCA here at St. Peter:
• Prays for needs of the congregation and community

• Collection of hotel size soaps and shampoos used were needed
• Blanket Sunday for Church World Services

• St Mathews House (Immokalee Friendship House)

• Christmas Angel Project (McGregor Clinic and Senior Center)
• Harvest Time Ministries (Peanut Butter)

• Poinsettia Plants and Easter Lilies to decorate our sanctuary
• Gifts to Teachers for school supplies & Church staff
• Renee’s Closet

• Salus Transitional Care
• Pillowcase Dresses

• Other special projects that are brought to our attention.

All these projects involve time, money and prayer. We are grateful
for this congregation’s support in all aspects of this important work.

From the Co-Presidents of WELCA
We wish everyone a Happy Spring considering these difficult
times. We hope, as you read this, you are safe and healthy
during our quarantine.
WELCA will be supporting Immokalee Friendship
House. Our projects continue even in this time of Quarantine.
I have included some bible verses for you that may be
helpful.
Blessings, Diane Allen
Find Help in the Bible,
When you need....
Comfort:
Psalm 23
2 Corinthians 1:3-4
Psalm 55:22
Hope:
1 Peter 1:3-5
Hebrews 6:9-12
Lamentations 3:24-25
Strength:
Philippians 4:13
2 Samuel 22:32-33
Isiah 40:29-31
Anger:
Ephesians 4:31-32
James 1:19-20
Proverbs 15:1
Crisis:
Jeremiah 29:11-13
Lamentations 3:55-58
Proverbs 3:5-6
Grief:
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
John 11:25-27
Matthew 5:4

Faith:
Joshua 24:15
Romans 10:8-13
Hebrew 11:1-6
Patience:
Colossians 1:10-12
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Romans 15:4-5
Love:
1 John 4:7-21
1 Thessalonians 3:12
Romans 8:38-39
Anxiety:
Peter 5:7
Matthew 11:28-30
Proverbs 12:25
Fear:
Isaiah 41:13
Joshua 1:9
Psalm 46:1-3
Loneliness:
2 Corinthians 6:18
Deuteronomy 31:6
Isaiah 43:2

Choirs Robes: Recycled!!!
When the choir received their new robes, I was given the old
ones in hopes that we could use them for quilts or boy shorts.
Unfortunately, they didn't work for those projects.
I was told to throw them out, that no-one wants old robes. So, I
took them home.
Sherry Walker took a bag of them to Goodwill they would not
take them. But Sherry didn't give up! She posted on Facebook,
“Free choir robes.” Within an hour Devyn from Alexandria,
Louisiana contacted her. He is the choir director at his church.
He wanted 15, so Sherry mailed him18. He is so thankful. He
will take another dozen!
A big THANK YOU to Sherry that you didn’t give up and that
God helped us find a home for our used robes.
Now T we need someone who knows of some missionaries that
could take the pillowcase dresses and shorts!
Be safe,
Rhona Diamond

Easter Lilies

Even though we could only view the lilies on the altar via
the video on YouTube this year, they were still lovely and
brought a beautiful backdrop for our Easter service. Thank
you to all who donated a lily.
Austin & Elaine Kurtz in honor of our children Tom & Karole

and our grandchildren, Lucia, Jayden, Mia and Christian
John & Marilyn Torstveit in memory of our parents
Jana Clevenger in honor of family
Jean Ziemann to the Glory of God
Cherie Kullberg in honor of Bruce & my 52nd anniversary
Bruce & Dian Allen in honor of loved ones
Betty Cloutier in honor of all loved ones
Gene & Carol Dahlin in honor of St. Peter Lutheran Church
Barbara P Larson in memory of Ronald Larson

Last month’s Fisherman was sponsored by Ann Lau
This month’s edition is sponsored by Helen DeVantier

Messages from the Stewardship Committee

DON’T FORGET YOUR PARDON
Steve was not a RAVING Beach Evangelist; Steve was a
ROVING FMB Beach vender with a pedal powered cooler
which sold frozen treats between Newton Beach and the
Holiday Inn. The sides of his cooler box were decorated
with colorful decals of his various frozen treats. On each
end of the cooler was a 12” CROSS with the stenciled
words: DON’T FORGET YOUR PARDON. The presentation of
this MESSAGE OF SALVATION was not overwhelming but
inspite of its simplicity it has sent a lasting message to me. I
only wish now that I had complemented Steve on the impact
for me of this very HUMBLE but ETERNAL LIFEGIVING
reminder for me. It’s this GOOD NEWS MESSAGE that can
renew us all!
It has been a difficult time for me to really appreciate
spiritually a HOLY WEEK like this one. We are all worried,
preoccupied and quarantined. Let’s trust in GOD’s
faithfulness and be renewed in the “JOY OF HIS
SALVATION.”
Let’s not FORGET HIS PARDON.

PARDON seems to relate to many other familiar words we
use in
appreciating God’s many gifts. Please add your
own words to this brief list:
FORGIVENESS
RECONCILIATION
SALVATION
TRUST
JOY
PROMISE
ETERNAL RELATIONSHIP with our HEAVENLY
FATHER

ANOTHER NOTE FROM YOUR
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Just as we were beginning our campaign in March the
coronavirus pandemic hit Florida and shut everything down –
including our Sunday church services. Because of this we are
now asking everyone to continue your giving in 2020 at the
level you committed to in 2019. In addition, I am asking you to
join Joyce and me in considering committing some or all of
your stimulus money to St. Peter. By doing this we will be
better able to fulfill our God-given mission of serving His
people in these uncertain times – here in Southwest Florida, as
well as throughout the Florida-Bahamas Synod, the United
States and the world.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
For the Stewardship Committee, in His service,
Bob Burr

Prayer Requests

Keith Allen
Joan Berecz
Adler Biddle
Gretna Bohl
Joy Booth
Bob Burm
Joyce Burr
Jack Butcher
Jack Gerber
Debbie Smalley
Jim Johnson
Delores Schwikle
Michael Schultz
Scott Seeman
Cathy Sheehan
Shannon Miller

Miguel Colon
Jack & Shirley Hyssong
Arnie & Nancy Johnson
Whitney Johnson
Barbara Keene
Jim & Carol Look
Chris Magley
Ken “Butch” Markim
The Church in Haiti
Rita Hoffmeister
Josh Price & family
Liz Venturin
Don Stevens
Joyce Timmons
Jaymie Thomas
Jeff Williams

Please pray for peace throughout the world and for our St. Peter
church family members currently serving in the Armed Forces -

Col. Kevin Growth (nephew of Bob Stenerson)
Nick and Marshal (sons of Mark & Paul)

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all
It is our privilege to lift up your prayer concerns to the Throne Room of our God!
If you have a prayer concern to add or remove from this list, please call the
office or mark it on the list posted on the bulletin board.
Names will be listed for one month, after which they will be removed unless we
hear from you to keep them active.

We love to help you celebrate your special days!
Please join us in offering our best wishes to
the following folks
May 6
May 7
May 11
May 12
May 14
May 16
May 18
May 19
May 21
May 23
May 26

Gloria Willauer
Susan Frantz
Barbara Keene
Beth Johnson
Gene Dahlin
Charlene Grabow
Sheldon Roe
Jeanette Timmons
Sara Jane Olbrich
Donna Albert
Bev Shafer
Diane Allen

And Happy Anniversary to:

May 14
May 18
May 24
May 28

Glenn and Pat Dane (54 years!!)
Bob and Joyce Burr (30 year milestone)
John & Marilee Schoenewald
Pastor Bob and Gloria Willauer

Please join us in celebrating our faith through our online
services. Just because the building is closed doesn’t mean you
can’t attend church!
Every Sunday you can tune in to see either a recorded or (very
soon) live streaming of our service on:
YouTube
Just go to YouTube and enter:
St Peter Lutheran Church Fort Myers Beach
in the search box. It may ask you to subscribe, but this is okay
to do. It doesn’t cost anything and will notify you when there is
a new service to view.
Pastor Rick is planning on recording a daily devotional that you
can watch as well. He’ll let you know via “Weekly Bread”
We are currently the only church on Fort Myers Beach to offer
an on-line service for our congregation, so let your neighbors
and friends know that they can now attend church every
Sunday!
There is also a very easy link to donate from our website which
also has a link to the YouTube service. You can, of course, still
send a check if you wish, but now there’s an alternative to
mailing in your pledged donations.
The new website will be up and running very soon and we are
excited about it. We also want to extend a great big THANK
YOU to Bernie Cardell for all his hard work on the website
over the years. He has done a marvelous job.
We also want to thank Deacon Lisa Miller for her efforts in
helping set up the website and running the new audio/video
equipment along with the Power Point presentations that
enhance our services. Great Job!

2020 – CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS

PRESIDENT........................... Donna Albert (239) 961-3875 (c)
VICE PRESIDENT................... John Torstveit (608) 774-7805 (c)
SECRETARY.......................... Jean Ziemann (708) 269-5151 (c)
TREASURER ......................... Marlene McComas 515-570-0031 (c)
MEMEBERS:
George Albert (239) 961-3875

Bill Beaulieu………….(239) 560-5525

Jana Clevenger (317) 753-1510

Paul Brandau-Shirley.(404) 312-6368

Cathy Figgins.(218)259-3508

Bob Burr……..(239) 481-7115

Monna Weiler (239) 481-1000

Marilyn Housemeyer(239) 322-2754

A couple of notes
The church office is currently open on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday from 8:00 am until noon. We will get back to you the next
work day if you leave a voice message.
We are still following the guidelines set by our Bishop, Pedro
Suarez as to when we will be able to gather in the sanctuary again.
The date anticipated as of this mailing is May 12. Please watch the
website and Pastor Rick’s “Weekly Bread” or contact the church office
for any changes to this schedule.

