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St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church (E.L.C.A) 

3751 Estero Blvd. 

Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33931 

Phone:  239/463-4251 

WEBSITE:  www.stpeterfmb.com 

Email: Stpeterfmb@AOL.com 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

STAFF 

Pastor • Rev. Rick Lund 

Interim Office Assistant • Trudy Archer 

Jim Kreger • Organist/Choir Director  

Shirley Roe • Artist-in-Residence/Pianist 

 

The Fisherman comes to you in a timely, regular basis with information, 
spiritual help and interesting news about this congregation and its friends.  
Material for each publication should be transmitted electronically (if 
possible) or to the office by the 20th of the preceding month. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS THE PRINTING AND 
MAILING COSTS, please submit your check either in the mail or your 
envelope with “Fisherman” as the subject line. 

REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR RICK 

http://www.stpeterfmb.com/


 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

May the Peace of Christ be with you all. 
 

This is the headline I read moments ago: “God to Ignore Quarantine 
and Continue Being Everywhere.”  This is our beginning point for 
all we think, say, and do these challenging days.   
 

My longtime friend, colleague and now Bishop Pedro Suarez, sent 
his latest “You Tube” message urging congregations to close all 
services and activities until May 12.  Since our St. Peter Church 
Council unanimously passed a motion at a special meeting on March 
14 to follow our Bishop’s recommendations, church event closure 
will be extended to the May 12 date. 
 

The Church will continue to work 24/7, because the Church is not a 
building but a people. You are already showing proof positive of 
this: You are caring for others by staying indoors as much as 
possible; washing your hands and cleansing your spaces; checking 
up on friends, neighbors, and family; and reading your Scriptures 
and praying for God’s counsel to determine yours. 
 

We are not helpless. We have a God who is in control even as it 
seems as though no one is. God’s got this. Our response is to be 
obedient to his will. 
 

Like you, I will be staying home here in Wisconsin until it is 
advisable to return to Ft Myers Beach. In the meantime, please do 
not hesitate to contact me by phone, email, or text and I will 
promptly reply. You may also leave word with the church office as 
well.  
 

My prayers unite with yours as we look forward to the day when we 
will be reunited in our Sanctuary on Estero Boulevard. 
 
Pastor Rick    
10723 34th Avenue    
Chippewa Falls Wi 54729 
 (608) 287-4567 
rickgrahamlund@gmail.com 
 



 

St. Peter Women of the ELCA 

 
Anne Myrtle Circle 

 

ROMANS 15:30 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust him, so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  

 

 This March we collected cash for Blankets to give 
warmth to people throughout out the world that need 
basic survival needs. 
 Lifeline Screening had a great turnout of 79 people.  
 An update on our pillowcase dresses: 222 pillowcase 

dresses and 30 boys’ shorts have been made. Thank you 
to everyone that helped accomplish this. 
 

To all our seasonal friends, thank you for all your support for 
all of our projects and as your travel home “May God be with 
you till we meet again.”  

 

Blessings,  

Marilyn Torstveit 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Peter Church Council Meeting Updates

From March 17, 2020 

o The Finance Committee will meet on Saturday, March 21, 2020
at 8:30 am in the St. Peter Church workroom to address
financial report questions as to how they affect/relate to the
church constitution.

o We are going to follow the recommendations of Bishop Suarez
as to holding church services and meetings after March 31,
2020.

o With all of the positive feedback, the Council members agreed
unanimously to sign the contract with Harmon to set up the
livestreaming equipment to broadcast services.

http://believersbrain.com/2013/03/20/family-blood-and-spirit/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


A reflection on Martin Luther shared by Pastor Rick 

When Martin Luther was dealing with The Black Death plague, he 
wrote these wise words that can help inform the way we approach 
things happening in our world right now..."I shall ask God 
mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, 
administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons 
where my presence is not needed in order not to become 
contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so 
cause their death as a result of my negligence. 

If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me, and I have 
done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for 
either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me 
however, I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as stated 
above. 

See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash no 
foolhardy and does not tempt God." 

From Luther's Works, Volume 43 pg. 132 the letter "Whether one may flee from a Deadly Plague" 
written to Rev. Dr. John Hess. 



   OUR MAILBOX  

From Rhona Diamond – 

The beautiful pillowcase dresses could not be made 

without all the help from the congregation and Lee County 

Animal Shelter. I want to thank the congregation for all 

your support. The many ladies have tirelessly sewed, 

pinned, and cut, not only on Monday morning but also 

during the week. Several ladies were only here for a month 

and still came to help. 

 I want to thank Dwight Aitchison for donating all of Janis’s 

quilting material and an unfinished quilt which has been 

completed. Also, the family of Helen Snell for donating all 

her material and a finished quilt.  

During last summer I made at least six trips to Lee County 

Animal Shelter. They not only donated hundreds of 

pillowcases but also many items for Salus Care.  We also 

were able to make several quilts for people in wheelchairs 

from the donated material. 

 We have several larger quilts (in progress) for Lutheran 

Social Services. They have a real need for them. These 

quilts need batting, so it takes longer to make them.  



We appreciate all the donations and hope you will 

continue.  We always need extra wide double fold bias 

binding, 1/2 in elastic and 45mm rotary cutter blades. 

There are many times we run low on these items so when 

they go on sale. We, the sewing ladies, purchase these 

items personally. We spend approximately $800.00 a year 

out of pocket. I know these ladies would appreciate any 

monetary donations. 

 

Thank you again for your support of this important mission. 

Thank you, ladies for a great job and all the fun we have. 

 

Thankfully,  

Rhona Diamond 
 

 

 

 

From Kim Gaide, Manager, Military Support Program - 

“We are so very appreciative of your time and effort in 

helping us collect coupons.  We just did a Quarter Auction 

to raise monies for Girl Scout Cookies and the postage for 

our Coupons and Care Boxes.  When we started sending 

coupons overseas in 2005, it was [cost of postage] $6.40.  

As of January, of this year, the rate is now $21.10. 

 

Our families here in town with troops deployed are currently 

asking for diaper coupons.  If you should come across 

those that have NOT expired, please either put them in an 

envelope or baggie by themselves so we can route them 

here stateside. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kim Gaide 
 

 



From Norma and Jim Wall – 

Dear Church Family, 

We will miss seeing all of you for the next few weeks and 

sincerely appreciate the decision to suspend activities for 

now.   

All will be well – we are in God’s hands. 

In Christ’s love, 

Norma and Jim 

From Diane Allen – 

Can you please add these photos of the guys who worked 

so hard installing the new platforms for the A/C units?  

They did a great job! 

Thanks, 

Diane 



Prayer Requests 

Keith Allen Miguel Colon 
Joan Berecz Jack & Shirley Hyssong 
Adler Biddle Arnie & Nancy Johnson 
Gretna Bohl Whitney Johnson 
Joy Booth Barbara Keene 
Bob Burm Jim & Carol Look 
Joyce Burr Chris Magley 

Jack Butcher Ken “Butch” Markim 
     Jack Gerber The Church in Haiti  

Alan Massey family 
     Jim Johnson 

Delores Schwikle 
Michael Schultz 
Scott Seeman 
Cathy Sheehan 
Shannon Miller 

  Leoma Lovegrove 

Rita Hoffmeister 
Josh Price & family 

    Phylllis Simmerman 
Don Stevens 

Joyce Timmons 
Jaymie Thomas 

Jeff Williams 
David Schaaf 

Debbie Smalley 

Please pray for peace throughout the world and for our St. Peter 

church family members currently serving in the Armed Forces - 

Col. Kevin Growth (nephew of Bob Stenerson) 

Nick and Marshal (sons of Mark & Paul) 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with you all  

It is our privilege to lift up your prayer concerns to the Throne Room of our 
God!  If you have a prayer concern to add or remove from this list, please call 
the office or mark it on the list posted on the bulletin board. 

Names will be listed for one month, after which they will be removed unless 
we hear from you to keep them active. 



We love to help you celebrate your special days! 

Please join us in offering our best wishes to 
the following folks. 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 

April  1  Lillian Meyer 
April 4  Owen Kurtz 
April 7   Fred Keeton 
April 8   Paul Grothe 
April 12  Arlene Burm 
April 13 Mary Anne Maiser 
April 15  Becky Grothe 
April 16 Bob Stenerson 
April 23 Thomas Magley 
April 25 Gretna Bohl 

APRIL  ANNIVERSARIES 

 April 1 John & Candy Palmer 

April 2 Bill & Linda Beaulieu 

April 6  Scott & Charlene Grabow 

PLEASE REMEMBER IF YOU ARE LEAVING EARLY  
TO GO NORTH -  ADVISE THE OFFICE VIA E-MAIL TO  
stpeterfmb@aol.com, REGULAR MAIL, OR PHONE MESSAGE. 

mailto:stpeterfmb@aol.com


A  MESSAGE  FROM CHURCH  COUNCIL 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 

In an online YouTube message on Thursday, March 
19, 2020, Bishop Pedro Suarez of the Florida-
Bahamas Synod strongly recommended that St 
Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church cancel all 
worship services and other church activities due to 
this impending coronavirus crisis until Tuesday, 
May 12, 2020. After some much needed thought 
and prayer the St Peter Church Council members 
voted by telephone on Sunday, March 22, 2020. The 
motion passed.  

We are here to make the right decisions for all of 
you and your health and welfare. Please continue 
to pray without ceasing for one and all to get 
through this crisis and everything returns to 
normal once again. 

In Christ We Believe, 

Donna Albert, George Albert, Bill Beaulieu, Paul 
Brandau-Shirley, Jana Clevenger, Cathy Figgins, 
Bob Burr, Marilyn Housemeyer, Marlene 
McComas, John Torstveit, Monna Weiler, Jean 
Ziemann, Pastor Rick Lund 



REFLECTIONS ON STEWARDSHIP 

March 15, 2020 St Peter Lutheran Temple Talk 
By Jim Fogdall 

Writing to the Church in Corinth, Greece, the Apostle Paul shared 
his experience with the Macedonian Churches.  Those churches 
were desperately POOR, but instead of taking a selfish self-centered 
attitude, they gave themselves FIRST to the LORD and began to 
share in rich generosity even though they were desperately POOR.  
Here at St. Peter Lutheran most of us are not desperately poor and 
in 2019 we met our slightly increased budget for the first time in a 
long time, so we are beginning to show examples of being more 
GRACIOUS GIVERS.  When we begin to give out of love for Christ 
and in Thanksgiving for God’s free and GRACIOUS GIFT of Christ for 
us, our act of giving becomes more generous and gracious. 

Paul compliments the Corinthians for their strengths in knowledge, 
speech, earnestness, and faith.  He then lovingly orders (directs) 
them to EXCEL in GRACIOUS GIVING.  Giving graciously back to God 
has been an ongoing challenge for me.  Like most of you, I was busy 
trying to be successful.  And I was looking at Jesus as only my 
“Savior” and not willing to surrender to Him as my LORD, the one 
that I ask for direction in matters such as to be gracious in my 
giving. 

As I mentioned earlier, we made budget last year.  In addition, we 
have demonstrated how much more we give in service to the 
congregation and community as staff and volunteers here on Ft 
Myers Beach.  We appreciate all of you who are here only IN 
SEASON and those Year Round; those who on Sunday, assist in 
worship, who sing in choir both during their seemingly short 
vacation and for longer commitments, who play piano and organ, 
who solo and lead worship, who read scripture, who greet and 
usher who do altar flowers every week. Those who cook and serve, 
repair, mow, weed whack, paint, clean, take care of trees and 
shrubs, and sew Mission dresses and shorten choir gowns during 
Monday morning work events.  I have unintentionally left out some 



of the many things that you all do including critical duties such as 
Church Council and various essential committees.  Thank you all for 
these GRACIOUS ACTS of giving.  For me, it continues to be an 
experience of Christian fellowship that I look forward to every 
week. 

We have shown the DESIRE to serve and to give.  As we fill out our 
time and talent sheets and our Pledges (to turn at your 
convenience), let us hear the encouragement that the Apostle Paul 
gave to the Corinthians: that you do this with an EAGER 
WILLINGNESS to give according to your means. 

If you are like me and don’t always have your envelope ready when 
you leave for church, look for the BILL PAY button on your bank or 
brokerage websites.  Bill pay enables us to give regularly no matter 
where we are.  And it’s easy to setup and is easy to change. 

God’s work needs to continue in Ft Myers Beach whether we’re in 
season only, on vacation, or here full time.  So please consider some 
level of support for St. Peter Lutheran all year long. 

Let me say a few words about the confidentiality of your pledge.  
Your pledge card will be seen by one person, Bernie Cardell, who 
will add your pledge total to the others and present the dollar total 
of all pledges to the Church Council.  This information will then 
become one of the guides for establishing a working operations 
budget for St. Peter Lutheran for 2020.  All pledge cards will then be 
shredded. 

Let’s give ourselves anew to the LORD.  Let’s give back generously. 
Let’s do as the Macedonians did in the First Century.  Let’s Give 
ourselves FIRST TO THE LORD and then respond to God’s gracious 
LOVE for us. 



   With gratitude to God for his many blessings,  
I commit the following to the service and ministry of Jesus 
Christ through St. Peter ELCA, Fort Myers, FL. 
 
Name ___________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________ 
Signature_______________________________ 
My financial commitment for 2020: 
Regular/General Fund: $_________________ 
                                                                                                    
              Cards may be mailed to the church office - 
           3751 Estero Blvd., Fort Myers Beach, FL  33931. 

 

 

The following was intended as a temple talk for March 15th.  Since 
the Covid-19 virus has closed our church doors temporarily, it is 
presented here for you to meditate upon in this season of stewardship 
planning. 

 
TEMPLE TALK – STEWARDSHIP 

 
As I think about Stewardship, I want to share with you some of my 
life in the past 70 years. It wasn’t until after my confirmation that I 
became involved in my congregation.  I have served on church 
councils (probably six terms),  taught confirmation classes and 
Sunday School (teens, then adults), and organized a long-running 
annual Thanksgiving dinner involving over 200 free meals, which 
served church members, shut-ins and retirement home residents. I 
served as chairman of a successful building program at an 
established church, adding a Christian Education facility which 
incorporated offices, a day care center, and Sunday School rooms 
and enabled the establishment of a food pantry and clothing 
cupboard.  Apart from church work, I was known in my rural 
community as a “go-to person” who was there to assist anyone in 
need of hands-on help. Now, as I am at this point in my life, the 



Pennsylvania Dutch saying, “too soon old and too late schmart” 
comes to mind.   

In hindsight I can now see very clearly that this was God working 
through me. “God’s work.  Our hands.” But even more so, I now see 
how He was present all the times I screwed up!  There were times as 
I farmed that I could have/should have been badly hurt or killed.  
(e.g., I have had farm friends without parts of their hands.).  There 
were also things I did, said or failed to say that could have physically 
or financially hurt other people.  In all of these situations, God found 
a way to turn things around so that nobody was harmed.  And in a 
very dark time in my life when I was sure there was no way out, He 
sent someone to show me the way through. 

If you would have told me 40 years ago that I would be here where I 
am today – being able financially to retire to full-time living in this 
Florida Paradise and be able to return to God some measure of what 
He has given me. I would have laughed at you. We all find ourselves 
at this wonderful place and time in our lives. We are truly blessed. 

So, I ask you to look back at your own life and see how God has 
worked in you and then join me in thanking Him and in giving back 
some of what He has first given you. 

Remember – Stewardship is everything we do after we say, “I 
believe.”    

In His service, 
Bob Burr 



COVID 19   -  CHOICES YOU CAN MAKE TO STAY EMOTIONALLY 
HEALTHY 

 Pay Attention to Your Body and Your Emotions - It’s natural to 
experience stress and anxiety in the face of a threat we cannot 
control. Because every person reacts differently, notice what your 
body and emotions are telling you:  

• Listen to your emotions, noticing any anxiety, sadness, anger, or
detachment.

• Listen to your body, noticing any change in appetite, new aches
and pains, or feeling particularly hot or cool.

• When you notice troubling symptoms, pause to care for your
body and mind. If you become unable to manage or function well,
seek the assistance of a professional. Embrace Best Health Practices
Though there’s much about the COVID-19 outbreak over which you
have no control, you can choose to embrace the kinds of practices
that will keep you and your loved ones safe. The Center for Disease
Control suggests the following steps:

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

• Stay home when you are sick.

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in
the trash.

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using
a regular household cleaning spray or wipe.

• Follow the CDC’s recommendations for using a facemask.

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20
seconds.

Access Reliable Resources - You can choose how you will receive 
and consume information about the outbreak. If you rely on 
panicked phone calls from your anxious loved ones, you’re likely to 
suffer more than if you choose to rely on credible sources. Two 



reliable sources for health news include the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and World Health Organization. Also, if you 
become consumed by breaking news about the spread of COVID-19, 
you can also choose to step away from media reports for a time. 

Share Reliable Information - Another way to care for yourself is to 
care for others by sharing the best information you’ve discovered. 
When you find a reputable resource that’s particularly helpful, 
share it with a loved one. When you learn about practices that keep 
people safe, let a relative who is vulnerable to illness know. In a 
culture where people are feeling anxious, you can be a gift to 
others.  

Practice Self-Care In the midst of a stressful season or situation, 
many self-care practices are the same ones that prove helpful in 
everyday living:  

• Maintain your normal routines.

• Connect with family and friends.

• Eat well.

• Stay active.

• Get adequate rest.

• Do enjoyable activities.

• Employ coping skills that nurture your spirit, like mindfulness
exercises or prayer.

Support Each Other - We aren’t created to go through extreme 
stress alone, so this is also a time as part of God’s family to care for 
each other. Here are two questions to keep asking yourself: 

• What opportunities do I have to help others?

• What is overwhelming right now that I should ask someone for
help with? While it feels like there is a lot we can’t control amidst
concerns over COVID-19, every one of us can make choices to stay
emotionally healthy.
(This material is shared from Wheaton College/Humanitarian Disaster Institute) 



2020 – CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS 

            PRESIDENT........................... Donna Albert (239) 961-3875 (c) 

           VICE PRESIDENT................... John Torstveit (608) 774-7805 (c) 

           SECRETARY.......................... Jean Ziemann (708) 269-5151 (c) 

TREASURER ................... Marlene McComas (515) 570-0031 (c) 

MEMEBERS: 

George Albert (239) 961-3875         Bill Beaulieu……….…… (239) 560-5525 

Jana Clevenger (317) 753-1510    Paul Brandau-Shirley…..(404) 312-6368  

Cathy Figgins. (239) 463-4553           Bob Burr……………….…...(239) 481-7115  

Monna Weiler (239) 481-1000          Marilyn Housemeyer …(239) 481-1000 



A PRAYER FOR OUR TIMES: 

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the 
world as we face new uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the 
most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in 
isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care 
workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at 
great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to prepare and 
respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and 
communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but 
with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you 
abide with us always, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


