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PASTOR – REV. SHARON TAYLOR

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
3751 Estero Blvd.

Fort Myers Beach,FL 33931

Phone: 239/463-4251 Fx:239-463-4462
E-mail: stpeterfmb@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.stpeterfmb.com

OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Wed -Fri
8:00 am –Noon

STAFF
Rev. Sharon Taylor · Pastor
Trudy Archer · Office Administrator
James Kreger · Organist & Choir Director
Shirley Roe · Artist-in-Residence/Pianist
Deacon Lisa Miller – Digital Ministry Coordinator
Thanks to Bill and Janet Bremke
for sponsoring the Fisherman this month.

REFLECTIONS FROM
PASTOR SHARON

LISTENING FOR GOD
During this Lenten Season, we have been learning and
practicing the process of discernment.
According to Ruth Haley Barton, in her book, Pursuing God’s
Will Together “discernment is the ever increasing capacity to
“see” or discern the works of God in the midst of the human
situation so that we can align ourselves with whatever it is
that God is doing.
One of the first steps in practicing discernment is our
willingness to listen for God.
Most of us have been taught how to talk to God, but few of us
were taught to listen for God. Prayer is a mutual conversation
that God initiates. If we don’t take the time to listen for God,
we are missing an essential part of the process.

Too often, we treat God like a genie. We tell God what we
want, and then we expect God to dispense three wishes. We
want God to align with “our” will rather than the other way
around.
Yet, Scripture reminds us that it is our responsibility and call to
align ourselves with God’s will because God is able to see our
highest good, not just for us as individuals, but for us as a
human family as well. My highest good is intertwined with
yours. Our highest good is intertwined with the whole
creation.
So our first step in the discernment process is making
intentional time to listen for God. It is important that we do
this both individually and communally by asking ourselves
questions that open our hearts and minds to God. Using daily
spiritual practices like prayer, meditation, group spiritual
direction, can provide us a disciplined space to examine these
questions.
Some important questions for discernment are:
What have I seen God doing in my life and in the world lately?
What is God calling me/us to be?
How does God want me to use my gifts and talents?

Can I be indifferent to all choices except that will of God?
How do we know it is God we are hearing?
The last question “How do we know it is God we are hearing”
is an important one.
In our March 17th midweek devotional (you can check it out
on YouTube!) We looked at a process for wrestling with that
very question.
The process is:

Direction and Calling:
How does this choice fit with the overall direction and calling
of God on my life?
Consolation and Desolation:
Which choice brings inner peace and freedom?
Is there a growing sense of wholeness, authenticity, and
congruence of who I am in God?
Desire:
What is my deepest and most authentic diverse?
What do I seek?

Scripture:
Is this choice consistent with what I know about the mind and
heart of Christ
And his loving/redemptive purposes?
(Greatest Commandment/Great Commission) as
interpretative lens
Love: What does love call for in this situation?
Clarify Perspective:
Take a step back and try to look at the bigger picture of what
God is doing.
Is this choice consistent with God’s larger purposes?
In a month, will this matter in terms of God’s larger purposes?
Community: How does this choice fit with others’
observations of who I am?
This is the process we will be using for our congregational
discernment as we move into a new season of ministry and
mission. I also would encourage you to use this process for
your own personal discernment, especially as we navigate
uncharted territory in the coming months.
As we try to patiently wait for a post-pandemic world, we
have an opportunity (now) to wonder and pray and discern
God’s will. Having gone through this traumatic collective

experience, it just might be that God’s will may not look the
same as it did a year ago when we entered the pandemic.
There is a deep tension between wanting to get back to
normal and realizing that our normal has changed throughout
the last year. With discernment, we can receive the wisdom
to distinguish between the things to retain and the things to
let go.
The good news is that we are “in this together”. As long as we
keep our ears open and our eyes focused on God, we will
move faithfully into a future with hope. As long as we are
willing to ask for God’s guidance and wisdom, we will be given
the clarity and wisdom we seek.
I offer this prayer by Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber:
I am so afraid that I will never be who I once was. And I am
also afraid that I will be. (Not to mention, I’m not entirely
clear what size jeans I wear as the me I am now) And yet,
when I quiet my anxious thoughts, I start to suspect that I
am now closer to the me you have always known and always
loved. So help me trust that, Lord. As things change, help us
be gentle with ourselves and with each other. We are all
wearing newborn skin right now. Amen
Peace and Light,
Pastor Sharon

Women of the ELCA
Anne Myrtle Circle
Next meeting April 13 at 9:30 am
The important thing is Faith – the kind of faith that works
through Love
Galatians 5:6
We have had a good response to Blanket Month in March
The Bakeless Bake Sale has been a success and we thank all of
you for your generosity.
A check has been delivered to Renee’s Closet on the Beach. The
canned goods collected went to Beach Baptist Church for their Food
Pantry.
We thank everyone that donated Lilies for Easter.
If you know anyone that needs a “Hug”, please remember to
contact Carol Look for a Prayer Shawl.
Please check the webpage for WELCA and other information
about “Happenings” at church.
Coming up in May we will be supporting Immokalee Friendship
House. It has been a very difficult year for them during this
pandemic. Please keep them in your prayers.
Safe travels to all returning north. Please be safe. Thank you
for your support for our projects.
Blessings, Diane Allen

• Council voted to continue with two services, 8:30 and
10:30 am, through April 28, 2021. Beginning April 25,
2021, there will be one service at 9:30 am until we begin
the two services again next January
• The installation of Pastor Sharon Taylor will be held during
the regular 9:30 am service on May 23, 2021.
SEE ANY COUNCIL MEMBER IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION

Martin Luther Quotes from the Worship & Music Committee
"The dog is the most faithful of animals and would be much
esteemed were it not so common. Our Lord God has made the
greatest gift the commonest."
"You are not only responsible for what you say, but also for
what you do not say."

We want to say “Thank you” to all who contributed to
provide Easter Lilies for the St. Peter altar. The list of
those who sponsored a lily were in the
Easter Sunday Announcements

WELCA Spring Lunch & ROMEOS COMBINED!!
April 14, 11:30
Bayfront Bistro (behind Publix) on FMB.
Reserve with Jana.
(No WELCA meeting in May)

Our Prayer List
Adler Biddle
Denise Mays
Gretna Bohl
April Meyer
Laura Bond
Dave & Sue Mickley
Joy Booth
Larry Nelson
Sally Malcom-Bethea
Martha Krejci
Karen Carpenter
Shirley & Sheldon Roe
Church in Haiti
Jim Fogdall
John Hyssong, Jr.
Miguel Colon
Barbara Deming
Scott Seeman
Ernest H. Garbade (son)
Debbie Smalley
Jack Gerber
Ryan Smith
Jack & Shirley Hyssong
Joyce Timmons
Bill Figgins
Alexis Tuminello
Jim Johnson
Liz Venturin
Barbara Keene
Joanie McMeekin
Jim & Carol Look
Tiffany Hunter
Tim Taylor
Eleanor Paulsen
Tom Holland
Chris Magley
Family of Arnie & Nancy Johnson

Our family serving in the Armed Forces

Col. Kevin Groth (nephew of Bob Stenerson)
Marshall (son of Paul & Mark)
Robert McGuire (grandson of Arlene Burm)

Easter is the only time when it’s perfectly safe to
put all your eggs in one basket.
What should you do after eating so many Easter
treats? Eggs-ercise!
Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a joke? It
might crack up!
An irate subscriber called the newspaper,
demanding to know where her Sunday edition was.
“Ma’am,” said the employee, “today is Saturday. The
Sunday paper isn’t delivered until Sunday.” After a
brief pause, the caller spoke with a ray of recognition:
“So that’s why no one was in church today.
LADIES LUNCH BUNCH
April 28
11:30 am
Junkanoo’s on Fort Myers Beach
Call Jana to reserve 317-753-1510
(NO Lunch Bunch in May)

Our Mailbox
We got a note from Bill and Janet Bremke letting us know that
they are fine up in Ohio, they just didn’t get down this year due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.
************************************************************************************************************

We also got a message from Lydia Franz thanking
us for continuing to send her birthday cards every
year.
She says “ it has meant so much to me that you
all think and pray for me. I am here to attest to
the power of Jesus Christ. He has saved me and
raised me from the dead. You all have known me
in a way some of my closest friends and family
don’t.”
“Because of your prayers and support for me and
my mom, I am running a successfurl real estsate
business, I have a son named Jaxon Alexander
Gile. I am getting married in June to my
soulmate, David Gile. Because of your prayers, I
am living the life of my dreams. Thank you from
the bottom of my heart. I love you all. Please
keep in touch.”
And she signs it “with love, Lydia”

STEWARDSHIP NOTES
We have received a tremendous response from our family
and friends here at St. Peter to this year’s stewardship drive.
The replies were above and beyond our expectations, and we
want to thank you all for your generous commitment to
giving.
If you have not yet submitted a pledge, there is still time
for you to do so. Pledging can help us plan our ministries for
the upcoming year and can help you to be intentional and
prayerful about your giving.
Pastor Sharon has been challenging us during this season
of Lent to discern our purpose and call to mission here at St.
Peter. Our faithful offerings and tithes will give us the
resources we need to respond to God’s call and begin new
ministries of outreach and care for our FMB community.
The congregation has already shown excitement with new
ministry ideas and renewed energy for the future.
The Stewardship team wants to thank you all for your
thought filled and Spirit-filled support of the ministry of St.
Peter.
Peace, the Stewardship Committee

4/1 Lillian Meyer
4/3 John Torstveit
4/4 Owen Kurtz
Virginia Hunt
4/7 Fred Keeton
4/8 Paul Grothe
4/27

4/1
4/2
4/6

4/13

Fran Nielsen
Mary Anne Maiser
4/15 Becky Grothe
4/16 Bob Stenerson
4/23 Thomas Magley
4/25
Gretna Bohl
Yvonne Mayberry

Candy & John Palmer
Bill & Linda Beaulieu
Scott & Charlene Grabow 53 Years!!!

Change in Worship Schedule
Council has decided to extend the two services though
April 18th this year. We will go back to one service at 9:30
am on April 25.
We have had a great response to the outdoor 8:30
service and feel that we should continue for a few more
weeks to be able to maintain social distancing in the
sanctuary and accommodate all who wish to worship
here.
We are still capping the sanctuary seating at 65 for now
as we wait to see what CDC guidelines and our local
healthcare professionals suggest. As with everything else
involved with this pandemic, things change rather
quickly, but we continue to keep your well being in mind.
We have faith in God and pray that He will lead us in the
right direction.
Shirley Hyssong is looking to see if anyone is
interested in attending the Broadway Palm Dinner
Theater for the 2021-22 season. She needs at least
21 people to get a discount. Either let Shirley
know or call the church office so that she can
start planning if we have enough folks that would
like to attend.

ENRICH Senior Center at Peace Lutheran
We are happy to share with you information about the
ENRICH Senior Center at Peace Lutheran Church on Old
McGregor.
The initiation of the ENRICH Senior Center was made
possible through a gift of the Unger family and the Legacy
Foundation of Peace Lutheran Church.
The program is designed to align a balance of six program
categories offered quarterly to create meaningful and
measurable results for your quality of life
E - Education
N – Nutrition
R – Recreation
I – Inspiration & Intergeneration
C – Creativity & Culture
H – Healthy Connections
To find out more and join online go to
222.ENRICHeniorcenter.com or contact the Coordinator,
Dean Kilgus at 239-437-7963

“I feel as if God had, by giving the Sabbath,
given 52 springs in each year.”
—Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Calvary Cross
This Latin cross with three steps symbolizes both Jesus’ climb up
Calvary’s mountain and the three gifts of faith, hope and love.
Those gifts are intrinsically connected to Jesus’ death and
resurrection and are ours by sheer grace. “And now these three
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love” (1
Corinthians 13:13, NIV).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TIME AND TALENT RESULTS
The Stewardship Committee has ended their 2021
campaign. They have tallied the time and talent sheets.
They were pleased with the number of responses and
the generosity of all givers. If you have forgotten to
submit yours for any reason, you can drop it off at the
church office when the office administrator is working or
mail it to the church.

Holy Spirit, blow through my life and burn in
my heart so I may know deeply and share
widely the good news of Jesus!

2020-21 CHURCH OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS
PRESIDENT.............................. Donna Albert (239) 961-3875
VICE PRESIDENT................... Marlene McComas (515)570-0031
SECRETARY................................. Jean Ziemann (708) 269-5151
TREASURER .............................. John Torstveit (608) 774-7805
MEMEBERS:
George Albert (239) 961-3875
Bill Beaulieu(239) 560-5525
Marilyn Housemeyer(239) 481-1000

Bible Word Search:
CROSS, TOMB, & RESURRECTION
Z
U
I
Q
V
O
P
S
O
A
L
H
L
N
R

C
D
H
T
C
C
A
F
Z
R
E
T
S
A
E

W
R
E
F
O
R
G
I
V
E
N
E
S
S
S

B
E
A
R
O
M
U
H
Q
O
L
T
U
K
U

D
E
V
S
O
Q
B
C
I
P
H
J
M
M
R

M
R
E
D
E
M
P
T
I
O
N
K
E
Q
R

L
V
N
R
G
X
A
C
R
F
O
D
D
Q
E

O
E
S
P
E
V
S
N
I
S
I
I
O
C
C

K
A
V
V
L
I
S
N
S
K
S
X
C
N
T

S
Q
V
A
D
E
O
X
N
K
N
V
I
G
I

S
P
S
O
Y
C
R
K
W
M
E
K
N
O
O

Y
Z
D
U
E
J
C
S
W
Y
C
B
P
Y
N

Y
Q
D
W
S
W
K
I
Z
K
S
A
R
B
E

H
E
H
E
N
E
L
A
D
G
A
M
Y
L
I

X
G
L
O
E
F
J
I
S
Q
E
R
C
O
X

AROSE

ASCENSION

CROSS

CRUCIFIXION

DISCIPLES

EASTER

FORGIVENESS

HEAVEN

JESUS

MAGDALENE

NICODEMUS

REDEMPTION

RESURRECTION

ROMANS

SALVATION

SINS

THORNS

TOMB
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