
This report is submitted in the absence of Thomas Parker, Chair, Hillside Preschool and 

Academy Board 

 

The Preschool and Academy opened on schedule, coordinating the opening with the Cherokee 

County Schools.  This was after a great planning effort by the staff and the development of their 

Reopening Plan, which has been followed and modified to confirm to almost daily changes in 

guidance by “the authorities.” 

 

Registration was dynamic, to say the least, with some families waiting until the last possible 

moment before making their decision to enroll their children or not.  In spite of the potentially low 

numbers, the great reputation of the Preschool and Academy allowed families to enroll from the 

waiting list.  The end result is that we had 343 children enrolled as of our last Board meeting on 

Aug 19.  We had to close three classrooms due to lower than projected enrollment, but with 

great management, the school only had to reduce their teaching staff by one position. 

 

The staff is constantly reviewing emerging guidance from the various authorities to ensure we 

are in compliance with the various COVID directives, and the health and safety of our students 

and staff is of primary concern. 

 

One of the exceptional programs offered during the COVID “experience” is our Distance 

Learning program for medically fragile children or those in families with medically fragile family 

members.  The child enrolled in Distance Learning has an assigned seat in a classroom and 

also receives instruction via Distance Learning.  There is a designated educator who provides 

support for each of the students qualified for Distance Learning.  There is an extra monthly fee 

for each enrolled child.  This is assessed on a monthly basis, so whenever the child returns to 

face-to-face learning, the Distance Learning fee is no longer charged.  If the entire school is 

required to pivot to online instruction, then the Distance Learning fee is no longer assessed. 

 

We are pleased to let you know that in spite of the challenges, that through careful and 

conservative management of the finances, that the Hillside Preschool and Academy is 

financially healthy. 

 

Thank you all for continuing to support your Preschool and Academy.  It is your support and the 

excellence demonstrated by the entire staff of the school that it enjoys its great reputation in the 

community and sets Hillside apart! 

 

Greg Faber, Member 

Hillside Preschool and Academy Board of Directors 


