
Leadership Council Notes Monday August 24th (7:00 to 9:00 via zoom)  

In Attendance – Tina Kirkland, Zach Blend, Lauren Cox, Greg Faber, Rita Faber, Greg Walker, Steve 

Skeen, Rev. Herzen Andone, David Good, Rachel Blend, Susan Coker, Doug Stanton, Virginia Elder, Jason 

Johnson, Beth Vaughan, Kim Rollbuhler, Steve Brooks, Mariellen Jacobs, Jenny Hurt, Rev Dorcas 

Rodriguez, Beth Federman, Travis Jones, Christy Good, Andy Triplitt  

Absent – Amy Holt, John Gerick, Thomas Parker, Jeff Faile  

Positions TBD – Joy Group & Youth Representative  

Tina Kirkland opened with a story devotion and opening prayer.  

Greg Faber from SPRC has an attached written report for reading. Greg took the opportunity to thank 

David and Christy Good for all their work at Hillside as they will retire at the end of September. We look 

forward to seeing them in worship in the future. Greg introduced Andy Triplitt during the meeting as he 

will be taking over as Minister of Operations and will officially begin September 1st.  

Travis Jones from Spiritual Formation has an attached written report for reading. Spiritual Formation 

will be going virtual through the fall. They will use goggle meet as a backup if zoom continues to have 

problems. They will have some sermon-based groups. Travis is looking for a few volunteers for these 

groups if anyone is interested from LC, he asked for those to please reach out to him.  

Virginia Elder & Christy Good from Missions & Outreach has an attached written report for reading. 

Virginia reported that Christmas Angels is a go and the ministry should stay the same this season. 

Honduras is cancelled for the fall as you can imagine they are accepting no visitors in 2020 but will plan 

for 2021. A deposit was sent for the February trip. Missions Sunday is September 30th a video is being 

made so be on the lookout. Good Sam has been a little slow but should pick up soon seeing about one a 

week currently.  

Tina Kirkland had a few communications updates to report Annual Conference is August 29th it will be a 

Virtual Electronic Session from 8:30 to 4:30 so please be in prayer for and over that day as votes will 

have to be taken. Greg and Rita Faber is Hillside’s representation as Lay Members of Annual Conference. 

Rev. Herzen and Rev. Dorcas of course will attend as clergy for North Georgia. And Tina Kirkland will 

attend as a District Lay Member at large for Atlanta Marietta. Tina went over the new map of district 

structure and explained the new layout of the 8 districts and how they were aligned. The map is 

attached for viewing. All this material is on the conference web page the map and the 225-page agenda 

for Annual Conference.  

Beth Vaughan from Women of Hillside reported that the team is seeing meet ups pick up some steam 

some will be virtually, and some will meet social distancing in various places. The fall retreat has been 

rescheduled for Fall of 2021 the dates are October 1st through the 3rd. Ladies Night (outside) is coming 

up in September. They will be having another zoom trivia night on October 20th be on the lookout for 

more info. The Holiday Market is still a go and it will be online so more details to come.  

Greg Faber Hillside Preschool & Academy has an attached written report for reading. Greg filled in for 

Thomas Parker as he was traveling for work. Greg thanked Amanda & Amy and their entire leadership 

team and staff for a job well done that takes many twists and turns daily.  



 

Steve Skeen from Finance gave a very detailed updated on the COVID19 Adjusted Budget Plan. You can 

find this plan he discussed and meeting notes under the finance tab that is your best source for all things 

finance at Hillside. Steve had such as great word how he has seen God’s faithfulness to Hillside through 

this great congregation’s obedience. He talked about how he has seen God at work in many ways 

through the great people of this community and congregation. Steve mentioned the parking lot being 

completed. Also made mention was apportionments giving that we should be caught up by the end of 

year with approximately one month behind. Steve announced moving Mission & Outreach back in the 

budget in 2021 with a 50,000-budget line. He mentioned simply this is an understanding of first fruits to 

be missional. The mortgage refinance and balloon payment of 650,000 is in process with Renasant Bank 

Steve thanked Don Brownfield for this time and David Good for working so diligent in this process.  

Rev. Herzen Andone led LC into a vote on the approval of the Production Position – Kim Rollbuhler 

made the motion and Greg Faber made the 2nd, Motion Carries with all voting members in favor. SPRC 

will move forward with the search.  

 

Greg Walker from Trustees has an attached written report for reading. Greg reported when we do 

return to campus you will see an additional outdoor freezer that has been funded by Forever Fed and 

approved by trustees. You will also see and notice a hallway window for the Preschool & Academy sort 

of like you see in a doctors area for check in that will help office contact and limit congestion in a smaller 

area this was funded by the Preschool & Academy and approved by trustees.  

Rev. Herzen Andone report of Hillside update – It was said that we are about 6 months into this new 

season. The goals will be content connection and community. Our prayers are to stay in orange, Herzen 

asked everyone to pray, pray for the church the community and for the time for us to be together again. 

Herzen recognizes the desire to be in community and the need for it. Herzen proposed an outdoor 

worship that will happen on Sunday evening at 6:00 in the church parking lot. The first is to be held 

September 13th at 6:00 as well as one in October and November dates will come. A transmitter FM 

device was purchased so those at risk that did not want to leave their cars could participate in the 

evening worship. Also, for those that want to bring camp chairs and set outside Guest Service led by 

Beth Federman will come up with a space for that also. Zack and Rachel Blend will be helping with this 

as laity and we thank them for stepping up to give it their all. Herzen mentioned this would be a time of 

music and worship prayer and devotion sort of like a vespers service. A vote of approval was taken by LC 

of support and the planning will begin. In closing Herzen reminded us to all to think about “where are 

our opportunities” and to acknowledge that they look different. He asked us to be in prayer for 2nd and 

3rd year pastor groups that he and Dorcas work with.  

 

Rev Dorcas Rodrigues closed our meeting in prayer  


