
Wednesday, March 25: Mark: Chapter 11-13 
Intro: Rightnow Media: Mark with Francis Chan: Session 9 
 
Triumphal entry 
Background 
Bethany is 2 miles from Jerusalem 
Lazarus was raised from the dead in Bethany several weeks to a couple of months before the Triumphal entry 
Triumphal entry/parade was a Roman tradition: After a victorious war/battle, the General would parade through 
the streets of Rome on a decorated chariot, pulled by two massive horses, dressed in royal dress, with a crown 
held above his head.  The General would stop at a temple to give thanks to the god Jupiter. 
 
Why did Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a donkey? 
He had visited Jerusalem before but now was the time to declare He was the Messiah.  He used a common 
tradition but used symbols of humility.  Riding a borrowed donkey in plain clothes were signs that He was 
different than the Generals riding into town.  This was also a fulfillment of the prophecy of the coming 
Messiah/King 
Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. 
 
What was the crowd’s response? 
This was an impromptu celebration.  They had heard of all the miracles Jesus had performed, especially Lazarus 
because it happened only two miles away and several weeks earlier.  They were looking for a Messiah!  When 
you examine their words and actions you see that their idea of a Messiah was different than the mission of 
Jesus.  They were looking for someone to overthrow the Romans and be their King. 
 
Why did Jesus clear the temple? 
When Adam & Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden sin and death entered the world.  The only way to have your 
sins forgiven was something had to die, and they sacrificed animals for the forgiveness of sins.  The sacrifice 
needed to be the best not the sickest animal as a demonstration of love to God and the gravity of their sin.  The 
temple area had become a marketplace for selling animals to be used for the sacrifice for the forgiveness of their 
sin.  The whole meaning had been distorted. In addition, those doing the selling were charging beyond what was 
reasonable.  There were people from other countries there to celebrate Passover and needed to change their 
currency into the local currency before they could buy an animal.  These moneychangers were charging an 
unreasonable amount to exchange the money.  The temple area had become an unfair business.  To make it 
convenient they set up in outer area (Gentile area) of the temple, but still part of the temple.  This was 
disrespectful to God. 
 
What was the reaction of the Chief Priests and teachers of the Law? 
They had seen or heard of all the miracles Jesus had done, especially Lazarus.  They were not happy with Jesus 
because He threatened their power and position.  After Jesus cleared the temple they started plotting a way to 
kill Jesus. 
 
What can we learn from the Triumphal entry? 

1. Humility is very important: Humility is a proper perspective on who you are.  You are a creation of God.  
What you are good at was given to you by God.  You are not better than someone else because you are 
more athletic, intelligent, or musical, etc.  Humility is not thinking less of yourself.  You are a creation 
of God and God does not make mistakes.   
Luke 14:11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 
be exalted 



2. We need to be careful not to turn God into what we want.  Sometimes we treat God as our servant and 
He should do whatever I think will make me happy.  God has a plan for you and that will be the best life 
for you.  We have a hard time when our plan is different than God’s plan.  When there is evidence that 
my thinking is wrong we need to have our way of thinking changed.  The Pharisee’s ignored the 
evidence 
2 COR 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of 
the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

3. It is easy to lose the magnitude of our sin.  Something has to die for our sin, us or Jesus!  The magnitude 
of our sin gets lost because it is pretty easy to say sorry and ask for forgiveness.  Don’t lose the true 
meaning that because of your sin you deserve to go to Hell for eternity.  Praise God that He sent Jesus to 
pay the price of our sin.  We need to remember how much God hates sin. 
ROM 12:9 Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
ROM 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Read Mark 13:9-13; What kind of life did Jesus say the disciples were going to experience? 
He was telling them that life was going to be difficult because of their faith.  We know that they were arrested 
and most of them died a martyrs death.  It is interesting that there was so much hate toward Jesus and His 
followers.  Even today, the world seems to hate Christians but are tolerant of all other religions.  The Gospel 
offends people! They do not like being called a sinner, that there is only one way to heaven, and they do not 
want give up control of their life. 
 
Are you prepared to suffer for your faith? 
Scripture does not say IF you suffer, it tells us we will suffer.  Over history Christians have suffered greatly.  
Today, for us, it is not as severe.  We may be laughed at, lose friends etc.  These are painful but we should not 
be surprised or question why it is happening.  We have the hope that God will be there with us when we suffer 
and we have the hope of heaven.   
 
ROM 8:18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in 
us. 
PHP 1:29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for 
him, 
2 TIM 1:8 Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 
1 Peter 1:6  In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all 
kinds of trials. 
MT 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you 
 
Read Mark 12:30-31: Why are these verses difficult for teenagers? 
There is a fear that if I commit everything to God I will miss out on life.  I will not enjoy that life.  We have 
dreams about our life and think that will be the best!  This thinking comes from our sinful nature.  God has 
demonstrated how much He loves us by sending His Son to die on the cross for our sins.  If He wanted to make 
our life miserable He would not have sent His Son to die for us.  Faith and trust is needed to believe the life God 
has planned will be better than anything I could plan. 
ROM 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
JER 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. 


