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Pulse 
the 

of Centerpoint Community Church 

Centerpoint sent a team of 15 to Ensenada, Mexico the week of July 11 to work 

alongside YUGO Ministries to build a home for the Rodriguez family, a local  

Ensenada family, who have 5 children between ages 1 and 18. The father and oldest 

son are field workers. The family previously lived in a home where 9 people slept in 

one bedroom.  
 

Due to COVID this is the first team Centerpoint has been able to send to  

Ensenada in over 20 months. Our team was excited to be at YUGO and serve  

the people of Ensenada in Jesus’ name.  
 

On Monday our team joined with a larger construction group led by YUGO  

staff and consisting of the Rodriguez family, their church, and YUGO volunteers.  

They started with a concrete slab and in 3½ days they built the biggest home our 

church has ever built on a beautiful site high in the hills south of Ensenada. The 

original house plans had a living area and four bedrooms in 448 square feet.  

However the family needed a kitchen space so one of the bedrooms was converted 

into a kitchen. As a result, the completed home had 3 bedrooms, with a living space 

and a kitchen for the family of 7. 
 

During the week our team not only built a house, but they were able to share meals 

with long-time Ensenada friends, worship everyday at YUGO, attend church, and 

enjoy delicious food.  
 

On Thursday, our team was thrilled to present the house key to the Rodriguez  

family. The house was simply furnished with a kitchen, beds, and quilts provided  

by Centerpoint Quilters. 

Construction begins at the hillside site on Monday (above) 

The first walls go up on the 448 s.f. home (above); Dee Dee 

Gunther presents the key to the family on Thursday 

SUMMER ENSENADA HOUSE-BUILD TEAM 

Here are quotes from some of the team: 

 

“I am thrilled to be back in Ensenada  

working alongside YUGO and this team.” 

 

“I am so happy to be back in Ensenada  

serving with our friends.” 

 

“Building a home in Ensenada and going on a 

global mission trip is a GREAT way to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus and see lives transformed.” 
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Eich Middle School Clean-up Day 

by Marlena Sprague 

 

On Saturday, July 31, we had a great morning sprucing up 

Eich Middle School for the start of school. 

 

Fifteen people raked, swept, clipped, and weeded the 

Eich grounds. Three other people cleaned the Campus Life 

Trailer that has not been used since March 2020. After a 

busy morning of work, we more than filled up Eich’s trash 

bin with clippings, leaves, and weeds. 

 

A couple of people mentioned how good it felt to help our 

local school spruce up their grounds, as well as meet people 

from Centerpoint that they had not known previously. 

 

As a group, we prayed for the school, staff, and students to 

have a healthy and prosperous year.  

A truckload of school supplies 

was delivered to our Local 

Mission partner, Crestmont  

Elementary School in Roseville, 

after our Summer Supply Drive. 

Thanks to all who donated so 

generously so the teachers and 

students will have what they 

need this year!  

Zoe, Tami, Don, and Annette (pictured above) were part of a group that served dinner to guests from The Gathering Inn, which 

provides housing and dinner to those experiencing homelessness in Roseville. Centerpoint is an active partner with The 

Gathering Inn as we host them the 1st and 2nd Sunday night each month, providing a safe place to sleep and a meal.  

As a follow-up to our collection of Military Care Packages, we received the following note from a recipient:  

Dear Sacramento Blue Star Moms and the team at Centerpoint Community Church,  

My husband, Jay, and I want to thank you so much for the packages that you sent us! We recently  

received them in the mail and they are so helpful when it comes to toiletries and snacks, especially  

anything that we need to grab on the go. You’re so kind to think of us. We love reading the uplifting 

notes from students and are just so grateful for all that you do! Sincerely, Maddie & Jay  
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San Francisco City Impact Weekend October 16-17. Serve the Tenderloin area of SF, partnering with 

City Impact in street evangelism and participating in a neighborhood cookout. Adults and/or families 

(age 12+) are needed to join the team! Sign up online.  

 

Gleanings for the Hungry in Dinuba, CA October 31-November 5. We will pack dried soup mix, 

repair fruit drying racks, make quilts, and do maintenance and other chores. Gleanings is only 4 

hours away, the work is not taxing, the weather is comfortable, living quarters are excellent, the 

meals are delicious, and we worship every morning. Sign up on the courtyard in September.  

For more information contact Celestine Ford at 916-716-4252 or Norm Kreiser at 408-910-1035.  

 

Marriage Conference Mission Trip to Ensenada, Mexico November 11-15  

in partnership with Yugo Ministries. Sign-ups start in September.  

 

Uganda/Hope Alive! Mission trip in April/May 2022.  

Many thanks to our Toolbox  

Fellowship Ministry who  

recently installed a new Trex 

deck around the large heritage 

oak tree in the east parking lot. 

Pictured above are John Ford, 

Thomas Huang, and Roger  

Haka. Not pictured: Jim Bushik.  

Blast film installation  

completed! Some time ago  

Centerpoint received a federal 

grant to pursue safety  

improvements to the facilities as 

recommended by the Central  

California Intelligence Center. A 

vulnerability assessment  

recommended that blast film be 

installed to the windows and 

doors facing the courtyard to  

protect people from glass  

fragments in the event of a blast. 

The Safety Team has completed 

other projects to keep us safe from 

threats — bollards, fencing, and 

motion lights. They will continue 

to find ways to make the  

Centerpoint campus safe for all.  

A message from Pastor Nancy: 

Through all the ups and downs of the pandemic, Larry Curtis, 

our Centerpoint grief support group leader, has faithfully  

supported those in our Centerpoint family and community 

who are going through grief. During lockdown, he cared for his 

group members through regular phone calls. When only  

outdoor meetings were permitted, he held group meetings 

outside at a local coffee shop. And when restrictions were 

 lifted, our grief support group was one of the first groups to resume meeting in 

person on the Centerpoint campus! He continues to care for those not able to attend 

group meetings through phone calls and visits. 

 

There has been a lot of grieving over the last couple years. You may have 

lost a loved one, and your grief may have been compounded by not being 

able to mourn with family and friends as you ordinarily would. You maybe 

grieving other losses – the loss of a job, the loss of missing out on a  

milestone event, the loss of friendships or dreams.      

 

Grief is messy, and everyone grieves in different ways. You may  

experience a range of emotions including feeling numb, anxious, sad,  

depressed, angry or lonely. You may feel exhausted or find it difficult to 

concentrate or sleep. Be gentle with yourself. Give yourself time and space 

to mourn, and allow others to support you during this time. Remember that 

our Lord understands what you are going through – as Isaiah 53:3 says, he 

is “a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.”  

 

If you have a friend who has experienced a loss, don’t let fears about  

saying or doing the wrong thing stop you from reaching out. Let your 

friend know that you’re there to listen, and offer to help in practical ways. 

Be willing to walk alongside them in the ways they think will help them 

most. Our Grief Support Group meets on the first and third Tuesdays of the 

month from 6:30 to 8:00pm on the Centerpoint campus, and is led by Larry 

Curtis. You are welcome to drop in, or you can contact Larry at  

916-960-3193 to learn more.  

Larry Curtis 

leads  

Centerpoint’s 

Grief Support 

Group 

Grief is messy, and 

everyone grieves in  

different ways. You 

may experience a 

range of emotions  

including feeling  

numb, anxious, sad, 

depressed, angry or 

lonely. You may feel  

exhausted or find it 

difficult to concen-

trate or sleep. Be 

gentle with yourself. 

 

—Pastor Nancy 

Upcoming Mission Opportunities 
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The pulse of Centerpoint was pounding after experiencing hundreds of children and volunteers worshipping God together during 

our five days of High Five this summer! 

 

Through games, crafts, and story time, children discovered where to find true confi-

dence by learning to see themselves as God sees them: 

 

I can have confidence because I am known. 

I can have confidence because I belong. 

I can have confidence because I am forgiven. 

I can have confidence because I can change. 

I can have confidence to make a difference. 

 

These words of wisdom were reinforced with the stories of Jesus - how he changed people’s lives with love, grace, mercy, and  

forgiveness. Kids heard how Jesus didn’t pick his disciples based on popularity. He chose ordinary fishermen like Peter, James, and 

John. He chose Levi, a tax collector. He chooses you too! God’s love is for all of us! Even Zacchaeus, a man known for stealing  

people’s money, had the ability to change because of a Jesus encounter. God forgives us and helps us make better choices next time! 
 

Another anticipated High Five tradition is our “rivalry for a cause”. An offering contest cast the boys against the girls in order to see 

who could raise the most money for a ministry in need of supplies. This year the boys won, allowing “King DJ Mane” (aka Michael 

Chase)  to get a double dose of slime! Together the boys and girls raised over $1,800 for Hope Alive!, a Centerpoint  

mission partner in Africa. 
 

Every room in our church was saturated with children’s laughter, praise, and transformation because our church community came 

together to make sure God’s message of hope reached a new generation. Such a task requires the dedication and faithfulness of many, 

especially the great efforts of our Kids Ministry team. Their passion for this event reveals their true servant’s heart. And while the High 

Five clock has reset, now counting down to June 2022, all who participated this year still carry the joy of witnessing God’s children 

grow closer to their Redeemer. Be sure to join us next year! We’ll save you a seat! 

HIGH FIVE Recap by Rachel Dorsey 
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What a great week we had at 

HIGH FIVE this  

summer, from the opening in  

the Worship Center with songs,  

dancing, prayer requests, and an appearance by King DJ Mane, to crafts, Bible story time, recreation, snacks, 

crazy hair day, water day and more! Many thanks to all the volunteers who made this week possible: tour 

guides, song leaders, student helpers, media team, photographers, craft helpers, recreation leaders, snack  

preparers, administration… the list goes on and on! We are also grateful to the Centerpoint  

community which generously donated food, gifts cards, and more to support this incredible  

outreach event!  
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Wedding bells (finally!) for Choir Director Emily (and Daniel) Lockett!   

“The idea of a pandemic canceling our wedding in 2020 was heartbreaking to us.  

We got married on our original wedding date in a small, backyard ceremony and  

scheduled our ‘real’ wedding celebration for one year later - our first anniversary. 

Leading up to it, we wondered if the day would feel as magical and special as it 

would have in 2020. We can both gladly say it was everything we hoped for and 

more! Our families and friends showered us with love, dancing, and the happiest 

reception (complete with the yummiest tacos). We are truly grateful that God always 

knows better than we do!” 

Our Annual “Cool Wheels” Car and 

Motorcycle Show on Father’s Day 

was a roaring success! Mike TeSelle 

and Jonathan Shea were great emcees, 

Matt de Leon did a super job  

organizing the event, and we are 

grateful to all the Centerpointers who 

displayed their amazing vehicles.  

Rohlfings Return to Centerpoint! You might have seen 

some familiar faces at church lately. The Rohlfing  

family is back! In 2016, Richard and Marci Rohlfing left 

their roles at Centerpoint for Richard to pursue a PhD 

in Bible and Theology at Durham University in the 

northeast of England. Four wild years and two (even 

wilder) boys later, the family of five returns to  

Roseville. Richard is teaching Bible and Hebrew while 

wrapping up his PhD thesis and looking for full-time 

work. They are so happy to be back at Centerpoint, 

where Marci has joined Women’s Ministry Director, 

Rachel Dorsey, in serving the amazing women of  

Centerpoint.   

Our Centerpoint choir is glad to be back to rehearsals 

and happy to be sharing their gifts with the  

congregation in the Worship Center on Sundays.  

Under the direction of Emily Lockett, they will be  

singing on 2-3 Sundays per month in the Worship  

Center services. On September 1 they start rehearsing 

for our Christmas Concert. So if you like to sing,  

contact Emily and join the choir! 

Alex, Danny, George, and Hutch are having a great time at Kids Ministry! 

We’re so grateful to our Kids Ministry staff for providing classes, exciting 

events, and weekly fun for our kids! Stay tuned for special fall events,  

including Family Outdoor Movie Night in September and our annual  

Fall Festival in October (check out the back page for more details).  
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From Jonathan Licata Shea, Director of High School Ministry: 

This year Centerpoint was blessed with the opportunity to send our students to Hume Lake 

Christian Camp once again. Revolution High school ministry filled up the bus completely 

with nearly fifty students and seven volunteers. It was wonderful to be  

back at Hume!  

 

This year, the theme was a western take on the story of Moses through Exodus. Each day 

focused on an attribute of God: Holiness, Justice and Wrath, Love, Sovereignty, Presence  

and the Word. Each sermon brought a new attribute to the table, spawning late night  

conversations and questions. Some of our students even stayed up the whole night talking.  

 

 I’ll be honest… COVID did a number on our teens psychologically and physically. For most, camp was a return to normalcy. Students 

confessed that they finally had a chance to spend time with God unhindered by their everyday fears. Our volunteers were stellar with 

our students, having one-on-ones with the students over pizookies or Hawaiian Ices. This year, Hume did an excellent job reaching out to 

our students as they reached out to God. I can’t wait to see the impact that Hume made on our 

students in the months to come!  

From Michael Chase, Director of Middle School Ministry: 

Hume Lake 2021 was a year of discovery.  Our students strove to understand their identity, 

searched for truth, and in that struggle... they found Jesus. 

 

“I want to live my life for Jesus!” one of our students exclaimed after seeing her mom after 

camp. Another discovered that he actually liked reading the Bible!  

 

In fact, this summer over 75% of our kids made new commitments or rededicated themselves 

to the God of the universe. 

 

As a youth pastor, there is no greater gift than seeing your student stand up and accept 

Jesus as their Savior, sit down next to one of your volunteers, and pour out their heart and 

soul in the presence of the Father. 

 

Fun was had, snacks were consumed, games were played, friendships were made... but  

Jesus is King!  

Women’s Ministry recently hosted a Paint Night and Ice Cream  

Social (left) where 70+ women created “masterpieces” with instruction  

by Zoë Gibson. Centerpoint’s Women’s Ministry, under the direction of  

Rachel Dorsey and Marci Rohlfing (see article left), provides many  

opportunities  for women to connect and grow in faith, including  

Women’s Fellowship (monthly on Wednesdays), Centerpoint Mom’s 

Group (every other Tuesday morning), various classes, and fun activities 

such as the “Favorite Things Party,” coming on November 5. Make a 

point to get involved with other Centerpoint women this fall! 

From Kelly Harder, Business Administrator: 

In the face of some of the most extraordinary circumstances, God’s  

blessings have overflowed to Centerpoint. Last year was a peculiar year, 

but what wasn’t peculiar was the faithfulness of Centerpoint’s people. 

Despite the fact that we were shut down partially or completely for all of 

last year, we ended the year (fiscal year end June 30, 2021) with a net gain 

of $294,500. Also contributing to this spectacular ending was that we  

retired our debt! That alone has saved the church $23,500 per month! 

“Be joyful always; pray  

continually; give thanks in 

all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for you in  

Christ Jesus.”  
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

HUME 
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COMING EVENTS For more information check out the website/app or contact the church office 

• Women’s Fellowship Wednesdays, September 1 and October 6, at 10:30am in the Dining Room. 

• Christmas Choir Rehearsals Wednesdays starting September 1, 7:30-8:30pm in the Music Room.  

• Centerpoint Mom’s Group for all moms! Every other Tuesday from 9:30-11:00am starting September 7. 

• Family Outdoor Movie Night “Luca” Friday, September 10, 7:30pm in the east parking lot. Free Kona Ice shaved treats! 

• Divorce Care Mondays, starting September 13, 6:30-8:30pm in the Family Life Center.  

• Mission Fundraiser Friday, September 17, 5:30-8:30pm. Volunteers and donations of new items or gift cards are needed. 

• New Members Class Wednesdays, September 22-October 13, 7:00pm in the Annex.  

• Presbyterian Men’s Recycling Saturday, September 25, 9:00-10:30am in the east parking lot to benefit Student Missions. 

• Men’s Weekend Retreat October 1-3 at Zephyr Point Conference Center at Lake Tahoe.  

• “Craft Night for a Cause” Friday, October  15, 7:00-8:30pm. Make crafts for upcoming mission trips! 

• Adult Class: “The Resurrection of the Son of God” Sundays, October 17 - November 21, 11:00am, taught by David Tyra. 

• All-Church Family Breakfast Returns! Saturday, October 23, 8:00-10:00am in the Dining Room.  

• Fall Festival Saturday, October 30, 6:30-8:30pm. Join us for Centerpoint’s mega-outreach to the community! 

• Women’s Ministry Favorite Things Party Friday, November 5 at 7:00pm. Sign-ups start in October. 


