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A message from Pastor Jim:  

By now you should have heard that we are reopening our public worship services on June 21. Since that 

day is Father’s Day we are calling it “Our Father’s Day”. The last time we worshipped together in the 

same place was March 8 — there are 14 Sundays between these two dates! This was not something we 

could ever have imagined, nor was it something we might have thought we were prepared for, but it 

turned out God knew! 
 

Here are some examples of God’s provisions: 
 

 We have been recording services for some time so we had the right equipment and know-how.  

 We had recently changed over to a much better website company and an in-house Webmaster.  

 Our children’s ministry was already using a video curriculum and all of us have found Zoom to be easy to use. 

  On top of that, with all of the guidelines we are facing in coming back, and the one that affects us the most… social        

distancing… we already have two different worship sites and two full worship teams which increases the number of 

people who can worship here. In fact, we can accommodate up to six services each Sunday with seating enough for 700 

people with social distancing. And we have the bandwidth in speakers/preachers that will enable us to have live    

preaching at all six services. 

 

One of the key things God provided during this time was people. The staff has been outstanding – managing an                 

ever-evolving crisis, learning to do ministry at a distance, and mastering new technologies. Two staff members in particular 

had the weight of taking the entire worship service and daily devotions, as well as children’s and students’ educational            

opportunities, and putting it all online. These two people are our Children’s Administrative Assistant and Webmaster,       

Zoë Gibson, and our Media Director, Lauren Blalock. Every single Saturday night they were both up at midnight (or later!) 

making sure the online service was loaded and working properly. Their tireless work ensured our church family stayed   

connected, worshipped together at a distance, and our kids and students continued to learn and be discipled online.      

Thank you so much to Zoë and Lauren and to all our staff! 

 

I look forward to seeing those of you who can join us on June 21, as well as continuing to “see” others at Church Online   

every  Sunday. 

 

With praise and glory to Jesus, 

Pastor Jim 

Join us as we re-open for Sunday services on June 21! 



A message from Pastor Nancy:  

Paul’s letter to the Philippians has been key to me during these weeks and months of   

sheltering in place, and I have been thankful that I have had the chance to share Paul’s 

words with you during our daily devotions. Decades from now, I suspect one of my 

strongest memories of the COVID-19 time will be of sitting at home in front of my      

bookcase speaking to my cellphone camera! (Kudos to our Media Director for editing 

those raw videos so well.) As I have been working through Philippians during this time, I 

have seen several of its themes being fleshed out in life among the Centerpoint family.  
 

Paul tells us that where circumstances are changing and might look frightening, the Holy Spirit is already at work           

(Phil 1:12). I have seen Centerpoint people embrace our current obstacles as opportunities. For example, because of the need 

for social distancing in the foreseeable future, some of the Deacon ministries are brainstorming how they might pivot from past 

practices to new practices that might better serve our community even after social distancing is not needed.   
 

Paul tells us to look out not only for our own interests but also for the interests of others (Phil 2:4). Our Centerpoint small 

groups and care teams have done a phenomenal job of caring for one another through phone calls, cards, errands, Zoom, sewing 

masks – the list goes on and on!  
 

Paul tells the Philippians to hold firmly to the word of life (Phil 2:16). During this time, it has been very evident how much 

Centerpoint loves scripture. Your emails and comments on our sermons and devotions, and your participation in our Zoom 

studies and small groups all demonstrate your commitment to being people of God’s Word.  
 

Paul reminds us we need not be anxious about anything but in everything can take our requests to God in prayer (Phil 4:6). 

Our Centerpoint prayer teams have been faithfully praying remotely: our phone prayer partners, our weekly prayer request 

team, our urgent prayer team, our baby prayer team, our military prayer team – they’re still all praying! (If you’d like to join one 

of these teams, send me an email.) 
 

Paul longs to see his brothers and his sisters again (Phil 1:8, 4:1). I think we all share that longing. Several of you have 

shared with me that you have a deeper appreciation of the gift it is to gather together for worship and fellowship. That is true 

for me as well. I long to see you all, and look forward to that with all my heart. 
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Centerpoint has partnered with The Gathering 

Inn, a local organization which serves the homeless 

in Placer County. They typically house the 

homeless in Placer County by using a nomadic 

model: moving from church to church each night. For many years Centerpoint has hosted The Gathering Inn guests in this 

way. During the pandemic, however, The  Gathering Inn worked with the City of Roseville to establish two semi-permanent 

residences for their homeless guests. Churches still partner with The Gathering 

Inn by providing nightly meals at their semi-permanent locations. Centerpoint small 

groups and individuals have provided these meals on May 10 (Mother’s Day), 

May 31, and will do so again June 7. Many thanks to those in our  congregation 

who have volunteered to provide for Roseville’s vulnerable population during 

this time of crisis. For more information on how to serve with The Gathering 

Inn, contact Diane Larson at dlarsonrsvl@gmail.com. 

Deacons Fund Now Online! You can now donate to the Deacons Fund on our website/app. Deacons Fund gifts should be 

over and above your tithe or faith commitment. They are a way of sharing in the benevolence and care ministries of Centerpoint. 

The Deacons Fund covers ministries such as:  

 Holiday food baskets (given four times a year to more than 100 families in our community) 

 Monthly food bags (two bags of groceries given to 30-50 families in our community each month) 

 Rent for the storage unit for our Durable Medical Equipment ministry that provides free use of wheelchairs,      

walkers, and other equipment to those in our community 

 School clothes for students in need at Crestmont Elementary School 

 Limited one-time assistance with utility bills in emergencies 

 And much, much more! 
 

Deacons Fund gifts are tax-deductible, and included on your annual giving statements. 
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Adult Study: “The Bible: God’s Amazing 

Book” Wednesdays, June 24—August 5, 7:00-8:15pm via 

Zoom, led by CBS Teaching Director, Lisa Kraft. Designed 

for men and women, new or newer to Bible study, as a 

bridge course to deeper study AND for those who don’t 

know Jesus or don’t know Him well. 

Come and get to know Jesus through 

His Word! We’ll be journeying 

through the Old and New Testaments 

with themes such as Letting the Book 

Speak, When God Speaks Hard Things, 

God’s Big Ideas and Meet the             

Author—Jesus Christ! This course is   

lighter than a Community Bible Study class, but you’ll still experience CBS’ effective Bible study method.  

If you have to miss a session… “no worries!”...you can still watch the dynamic video teaching on your own. 

Won’t you join us? Just ask your friends and loved ones to come and discover The Bible: God’s Amazing Book with you!       

Sign up online or contact Karen Fales at kfales@centerpointroseville.org or 916-782-3186 x26. 

Lisa Kraft 

“Greek for the Rest of Us” Have you ever wanted to explore the 

biblical languages? Now is the time! Join Pastor Bryan for eight weeks to 

explore Biblical Greek. This class will be on Sundays starting June 21 at 

1:00pm via Zoom. No experience with foreign languages and no textbook 

are required. In this course, based around William Mounce’s book,   

Greek for the Rest of Us, you will gain experience with New Testament passages 

in Koine Greek, learn to read and pronounce Greek words with            

confidence, learn the fundamentals of Greek exegesis, and much more. 

Sign up online or contact Karen Fales at kfales@centerpointroseville.org or 

916-782-3186 x26.  

NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 

Pastor Bryan Yeo 

Centerpoint Preschool Summer Camp 2020 

for kids age 2 through Kindergarten (potty-trained not  

required) / Monday through Friday 9:00am-12:00pm / Sign up 

for 2 days, 3 days or  5 days per week / Discount available for 

multiple weeks. 
 

Centerpoint’s Preschool will be open for fourteen different    

one-week Summer Camps, starting in June and running 

through September 4. Weekly themes include “Diggin Dinos”, 

“Water World”, “Jammin in the Jungle”, “Seuss-ville”, and    

so much more! Please note that all State Licensing COVID-19 Guidelines are followed. Sign up online or contact 

Lisa McGough at 916-782-9443 for more information.  

 

If you want to see what Preschool Director Lisa has been up to during quarantine, check out Centerpoint 

Christian Preschool’s Facebook page for Lisa’s videos about her life on the farm. 
Lisa McGough 
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My Story by Rachel Dorsey, Director of Women’s Ministry:  

We have had great Zoom meetings with our women’s study The Parables of Jesus! We 

will definitely have another Zoom study this summer. It will be announced on the 

weekly email blast and online. Check the website and app! While my family has been 

sheltering in place, we repurposed the kids’ lemonade stand to make a toilet paper 

stand (see pic right). We have passed out over 100 rolls of free toilet paper to our   

neighbors. As a result we have developed friendships with people we might not have met otherwise 

(while staying 6 feet apart on the front lawn).  
 

My Story by Karen Fales, Administrative Assistant:  

Here are some of the things I’ve been doing during the quarantine: 

 Reading  

 Walking – can’t believe I could ever walk 4 miles at a time if shopping wasn’t involved! 

 Listening to a lot of my old vinyl records and singing along 

 Too much baking 

 Watching Star Wars, the original ones, for the very first time 

 Viewing old movies I love - like Gone with the Wind  

 House projects that I have put off like rearranging our office and sanding an outside swing so I can re-stain  

 And always being outside as much as possible in the garden – that was my favorite thing of all to do! 

My Story by Dwight Burchett, Pastor of Visitation: I thought you would be interested in           

Centerpoint’s Seniors, especially those who are living in care facilities where visitors aren’t allowed.              

Centerpoint has some remarkable people in their 80’s & 90’s. As I continue to keep in touch with them by 

phone, I have yet to talk with anyone who is negative or downcast. They have been living in very restricted        

situations. They are all cheerful and upbeat and grateful for all God has provided for them. The ministry of our 

church has certainly shown to be a great strength to those of “many years.”   

My Story by Kelly Harder,  

Business Administrator:  

The day Jim said we were closing the office     

indefinitely I panicked! How would I make    

deposits, process payroll, pay our vendors… the 

list goes on and on. Once I took a deep breath 

and prayed, I regrouped and started to think how I CAN do 

tasks from home versus obsessing on how I couldn’t. With God’s 

help a way forward became clear. I accessed the proper          

technology and now I am happy to report that all essential      

financial functions for the church are in place and working well.  

As a type-A personality I am forever trying to take control, but in God’s infinite patience He gently pries my tightly held fingers 

loose and lovingly takes the control back… where it belongs. 

My Story by June Evans, Centerpoint Chaplain: As a chaplain, much of my ministry has been by 

phone calls but it seemed that “real ministry” happened when I made a personal visit with people. Those with 

challenging life circumstances are usually where I am called to minister, such as illnesses, loneliness, surgery, 

accidents, death of a loved one, or our own impending death. 
 

This “sheltering in place” has given me a new appreciation for the “lowly” phone call. As the days have turned 

into weeks and then into months, I realize that the phone calls I make may be the only touch of life our dear friends who live 

alone or are residents in a care facility and now are quarantined to their room may have in that day.  
 

This time that could be so challenging has given me a greater appreciation of how great God is!  Yes, circumstances change, but 

HE has it covered.  The phone call is a lifeline. I have had friends asking if there is a way they could help with making phone 

calls. Again God is spreading the wealth in allowing us to include others in this vital ministry of presence.  

QUARANTINE 
STORIES 
 

 



My Story by Jonathan Shea, Director of High School Ministry:  

Staff leaders from Revolution (Centerpoint's High School 

Ministry) wanted to do something special for our  graduating 

Seniors. Parents, teachers and students have told us that the 

high school Seniors are extremely disappointed about their 

last semester of high school and not being able to experience 

the typical senior events such as Senior Ball, Picnic, Graduation, 

etc. Revolution Staff decided to have a parade celebrating our graduating 

Seniors.  

  

Bree Burris, one of the Revolution leadership team, led the group and       

coordinated a "work" party on a Saturday. We thought the work party would 

last a couple of hours, but it lasted over six hours, crafting posters, making 

face masks, painting rocks, etc., each with the names of the graduating     

Seniors to be given to them during the parade. 

  

A caravan of five vehicles went to the individual homes decorated with 

streamers and signs. The parade was loud, honking horns at each high 

school Senior's home, delivering gifts and taking pictures of  the Seniors with 

their family and Revolution Staff. To see a video of this amazing celebration, click on the following link:    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQduvAwfUmg or go to YouTube and type in “Centerpoint Revolution HS Senior         

Celebration.” (Editor’s note: This video is a must-watch filled with joy and celebration expressed by the Revolution staff!) 
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My story by April Hayward, Children’s Ministry Events Coordinator: Everyone will probably 

remember where they were or what they were doing when they realized that an actual pandemic was            

happening. It was as if the light switches in a very large house were being 

turned off one by one, until all that remained illuminated was the “essential 

room.” I confess I wasn’t brave or strong. And the very ministry that God has 

asked me to do was suddenly not safe. So, I stumbled around and       

figured out how to make masks and dressed up my dogs for comic relief 

(see pic left). We cared for my mom and mom-in-law the best way we 

could. I learned that I actually had time to talk on the phone and take 

walks with my husband. I really have been comforted by the Centerpoint 

daily devotions. And I learned that maybe I can grow basil!  
 

 I also learned how to prepare and give crafts to our Centerpoint kids remotely. The Mother’s 

Day Craft was a result of craft parts from the Easter Party that never happened. I wanted the 

kids to know that the people at their church cared about them and missed them. So the Easter 

Basket craft became a flower bouquet for Mother’s Day. We sent out an email to all the families 

asking them if they would like a craft kit. Fifty-two kids signed up! So, I gathered everything 

for the craft and put them in individual bags. We told the families that we would be              

delivering them on a Friday morning. We divided the bags by zip codes, and 5 drivers picked 

them up on my driveway. Instructions were in the bags and a link to a craft Zoom meeting 

with me. It was a lot of fun to see kids making the bouquet crafts for their moms.                

Father’s Day is coming and craft bags will be happening!  

My Story by Sharon Moore, Centerpoint Deacon: Dennis and I would like to 

show you what we have been busy doing since we have been sheltering in place. Dennis 

built a beautiful raised bed vegetable garden (see pic left) and we now have it full of       

vegetables: tomatoes, green beans, squash, cucumbers, radishes, herbs, green onions, and 

carrots. God's creation never ceases to amaze us as we watch a tiny seed sprout up through 

the ground and grow so quickly. The Lord has given us so much happiness just watching 

His garden grow. We miss all of you at church and hope to see you soon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQduvAwfUmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQduvAwfUmg


My Story by Julie Battenfield, Worship Arts Director:  

Like many of you, these past few months have been strange and unexpected. 

Scott and I both began working from home in mid-March and it’s been quite an 

experience. We’ve had to negotiate times for online Zoom meetings when our 

internet bandwidth has been unreliable, I’ve baked A LOT of sourdough bread, 

walked many miles each morning at the park, and nervously watched my adult 

children go off to work in essential jobs (medical and retail). There have been 

different phases of productivity over the past several weeks that began with 

cleaning the pantry, organizing books, and obsessively folding my clothes like 

Marie Kondo…and have evolved into days of watching Netflix and playing card 

games with my dad. As the staff has slowly, carefully, returned to work in the 

office, ministry has taken a little more shape and substance, and it has seemed 

less scattered. I’m still trying to navigate between two different email addresses 

and plan worship for online and in-person services, but I see it all starting to come together. And while I really love corporate    

worship and singing with my church family, I have found worship to be especially sweet in my living room with my family on 

Sunday mornings. I’ve enjoyed the slower pace, the simplicity of the service, and even the personal effort that is required of me 

to engage in worship without others providing the talent, space and opportunity to do so. I’ve remembered that my              

relationship with God is still about Him and me…no matter where I am or who else is around, and nothing else. 

My Story by John Sprague, Director of Men’s Ministry: With Folsom Lake reopened, we 

have taken the opportunity to worship and listen to the Sunday sermon with our friends at the Lake 

since the sermon can be listened to anytime and anywhere. With a boat of friends and good food we 

anchor in a beautiful little bay where we have seen bald eagles, deer, and other wildlife. This past 

Sunday we saw two bald eagles in their huge nest in the trees. As we listened to the sermon, God 

treated us to see His glorious hands in His creations.  
 

Marlena and I do a weekly prayer walk, walking around Centerpoint's neighborhood, praying for the 

churches, homes, businesses, families, schools, etc. 

  

I do a weekly Bible study with a man at one of 

the care homes near Centerpoint. He wanted to 

join our men's Bible study but was in a       

wheelchair. So the men of our small group    

began wheeling our friend to Centerpoint for 

the study and during the winter we shifted and 

held our study at his care home. This worked 

wonderfully until COVID-19 required us to   

shelter in place and our friend’s care home 

would no longer allow visitors. Our Bible study 

went on Zoom, but this man is blind and cannot 

do Zoom. I attempted to phone our friend    

during the COVID-19 time but was unable to        

connect. So, during one of the prayer walks, we 

stopped at the care home and the staff brought 

him to the front waiting room, lent him a phone 

and we were able to catch up over the phone separated by the building's front window. It was a glorious meeting and lifted my 

heart as we connected. We were able to pray with him and he let us know he is praying for us and Centerpoint. Now we      

connect with him at least every other week and see if he has any needs that we can assist with. 

  

God blesses us by bringing people into our lives and giving us the opportunity to build friendships with our brothers and    

sisters in Christ everywhere and every day! 
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More Quarantine Stories... 

“God is good. And even though we cannot 

physically be at church we can be the church 

everywhere, even on Folsom Lake. Thank you, 

God, for the beauty and blessings you give us 

each day.” 
 

—Marlena Sprague 

Scott & Julie Battenfield 



My Story by Emily Kunnmann, Choir Director/Worship Leader:  

When 2020 started,  I could not have been more excited. My bridal shower and bachelorette party were 

in a few months, and then my wedding/honeymoon on June 6. I planned for my April bridal shower 

brunch early enough in the day that my friends and I could pile into cars 

and go to Disneyland for my bachelorette party. One of my biggest dreams 

was coming true — a Disneyland trip with 20 of my closest friends! We had 

matching shirts and Minnie ears and had been planning for 8 months. I 

would get married only two months later and go to Hawaii for 12 days on 

my dream honeymoon. 
 

The day Disneyland announced it was closing due to COVID-19 concerns 

was the first day I realized my dreams were in trouble. I assured myself that it would be open in 

just a matter of weeks but the closer it got the more I realized it wasn't going to be a reality. With 

unbelievable heartbreak, in the middle of March, I decided to postpone my bridal shower and    

bachelorette party to the end of May. I still continued to believe my wedding would go unaffected 

by the virus. I continued to make plans, choosing to remain as hopeful as I could. My fiancé, Daniel, 

and I created backup guest lists of 150 people, 100 people and 50 people, planning to use whichever 

one we would need. Every day I felt hope dwindle a little bit more. I could not imagine that the day 

I'd spent my whole life dreaming about would be ruined by a global pandemic. On the last day of 

April, I finally surrendered my hope for my wedding dreams. 
 

Daniel and I made the decision to postpone our ceremony and reception to the middle of August. If I couldn't be married in our 

church, or get my dress altered, or have my family and friends around, or even have my bridal party present, moving forward 

with a large-scale ceremony and reception in June seemed like a lost cause. However, one of the biggest lessons I learned in all 

of this was it was never about the reception. It was never about the big white dress or the bouquet toss. It was never about the 

music or the dancing or the food. It was (and is!) about the love Daniel and I have for each other and the love God has shown 

us consistently. With that realization in mind, Daniel and I decided we would be married by Pastor Bryan in a backyard     

wedding with our parents and siblings on June 6. There won't be a wedding dress or dancing (that comes in August!) but there 

will be love, family and God. That's really the only thing that matters!   
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My Story by Shauna Rogers, Highway 56 Director:  

It was so much fun "ding dong ditching" Highway 56ers!! My "getaway" driver 

Madison Rogers and I set out with a route, yummy Ding Dongs, and             

excitement for the traditional “ding dong ditching” that was about to occur. 

When we reached one of our destinations, I  ran to the door, rang the door bell 

and ran as fast as I could back to the car as we tried to make our getaway   

without being seen. We knew how much fun it would be to surprise them with 

a treat and a "We miss YOU" note but we didn't expect how much it filled our 

hearts with joy!! We love our Centerpoint family!!  
Shauna & Madison Rogers 

...One of the biggest 

lessons I learned in 

all of this was it was 

never about...the big 

white dress or the 

bouquet toss. It was 

never about the  

music or the dancing 

or the food.  

It was (and is!)  

about the love Daniel 

and I have for each 

other and the love 

God has shown us 

consistently.  

Daniel Lockett &  

Emily Kunnmann 

My Story by Karyssa Yeo:  

After the initial shock of the lockdown wore off, we allowed 

ourselves to settle into the new normal, embrace the        

boredom, and started seeking joy in the midst of an            

uncontrollable time. During the sheltering in place order we 

filled our unexpected free time with board games, movies, 

baking, and walks with our dog, Phoenix. The COVID-19 

sheltering in place order gifted us with extra time together 

that the business of life usually sucks away. I was reminded through a song that 

God truly reigns above everything. Above the fear and confusion. Above the pain 

and feelings of being trapped. Above the canceled plans and unexpected interruptions. Above the financial loss and economic 

impact. Above the chaos this is all causing within and outside of us. He reigns above all things and is worthy of being trusted as 

King of our lives. Though we are not happy about the circumstances that allowed it, we will forever be grateful for the lessons 

learned and the deepening of friendship that happened during this time.  

Karyssa Yeo 
Bryan & Phoenix Yeo 
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A Ministry Update from our Media Team:  

The last couple of months have been very busy as Centerpoint has moved to an exclusively online 

presence.  

 Many thanks to our three pastors who tape their sermons on Thursday afternoons to a     

completely empty room (unfortunately they can’t hear when the Media Team laughs at their 

jokes!)  

 Each of the pastors has been recording their Daily Devotions in their own homes and then 

sending them to us for rendering, editing, and posting. Although the “Daily Devos” will be      

ending after Centerpoint’s reopening, all the previous ones will still be available online.  

 Taping the music with the Worship Team was a new experience and we are grateful to Julie, 

Paul, Emily, Cassie, Daniel & Suzi who have come in on Thursdays in the Chapel and recorded 

the music. We have marks on the floor so we can practice social distancing, some days we have to 

do many takes, and occasionally we use different songs from different days of recording so it 

looks like Paul grew a beard from one song to the next! Since Centerpoint doesn’t have a          

multi-track recording system, we have to do the sound mixing live, through headphones, which is a challenge but we are so 

glad we can bring a wonderful worship experience to the congregation online. Also thanks to the Lunas and Hightowers 

who provided music from their homes. 
 

After our services reopen on June 21, we will continue to put the worship music and sermon online so that those who are 

more comfortable staying home can still connect with Centerpoint. 

Don’t miss “Majoring In The Minors”, our latest sermon series on the  

Minor Prophets in the Bible. This series will cover all 12 of these  

important Old Testamant books, including Hosea, Habakkuk, and  

Jonah! If you miss any of the sermons they are available online. 

https://www.facebook.com/Centerpoint-Community-Church-147278252009927/

