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After 2 1/2 years of planning, postponing, and hoping, I was blessed to finally travel to  

Israel last month. I had heard from so many people how amazing it would be and how my faith would  

be deepened by the experience. They weren't wrong. Along with my husband and many of my dearest 

friends, I was able to see the places I had only read about in my Bible. It's like studying a map before you  

travel… you read the names, understand the geography, try to visualize the route… but then when you're 

actually there, you see everything up close and it's better than you could imagine.  

 

I've read about the Sea of Galilee, but now I've gone swimming in it. I've read about Jesus healing the 

paralytic man in the pool of Bethesda, but now I've walked down there and touched the murky water for 

myself. To look at the olive trees in the Garden of Gethsemane and picture Jesus there, to stand on the 

threshold of a synagogue knowing Jesus had stood in the same place, and to walk barefoot on the original steps that led to the 

Temple Mount understanding that Jesus had walked on the same steps many times… the only thing separating me from Him was 

just a couple of thousand years. When we visited the place where it's believed Jesus was born in Bethlehem, we worshipped and 

sang Silent Night together. I looked at my friend and said “Christmas will never be the same" and she said "nor should it be".  

And that sums up the whole trip for me. My faith won't be the same after being there. Nor should it be! 
 

                                                                           —Julie Battenfield, Director of Worship Arts 

Many thanks to all those in the  

Centerpoint community who filled  

Military Care Packages and donated individual 

items to fill those boxes, as well as those who 

participated in our Packing Party (right). We 

filled 256 boxes for deployed men and  

women! Kimberly and Debbie (left) from  

Sacramento Blue Star Moms sent their thanks, 

as well as the following note from one of the 

package recipients: “Hello, this is Captain  

Michael. I’m currently stationed in Poland with the Army. We received a bunch of care packages and I wanted to say thank you 

very much for sending them. The guys really appreciate all the snacks and they are very complimentary of the specific snacks sent, 

such as the ramen and some of the candies that you put in there. We’re very appreciative of that!”  Well done, Centerpoint, for 

once again expressing the love of Jesus around the world in a very tangible, generous way!  

 

Welcome to our newest Centerpoint 

members (pictured below): Bobbi Miller, 

Lisa Zabriskie, Barbara Patman,  

Bill Van Sloten, Jeff Clark.  

Not pictured: Mark Clark. 

Shauna Rogers, our 

Highway 56 Coordinator,  

recently got “creamed” with a 

pie by the 5th & 6th graders. 

They had a challenge to see 

which grade could collect the 

most socks for our military 

care packages and the 5th 

graders won! But it was too 

much fun for only the 5th 

graders so the 6th graders 

joined in too! 

Julie standing on the 
“Southern Steps” of the  

Temple Mount, the actual 
steps Jesus would have used to 

go up to the Temple 



 

During the third week of June nearly 250 children from our church and our community came together for HIGH FIVE to 

learn how they can change the world around them — they can share the love of Jesus with others and make a difference in their 

family, neighborhood, and beyond!  
 

Thank you’s go to the over 150 adults and students who served all of those awesome kids, to those of you who donated food, to 

our media team, and to those who helped behind the scenes with all of the preparations. Many families are blessed each year at 

HIGH FIVE as we share the message of God’s love to our community. 
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Our Media Director, 

Lauren Blalock (left), went 

25 feet in the air recently 

to fix the projectors in the 

Worship Center. While the 

boom lift was on site, they 

changed some of the light 

bulbs too. Our Facilities 

and Media Teams literally 

go “above” and beyond to 

keep our equipment and 

facilities in tip-top shape!  

Pictured (clockwise from above left): Judy, Jake, & Shauna 

“slimed” Klarissa; cool surfin’ crafts helped reinforce the truths 

we learned; teachers & helpers were the “hands & feet” of  

Jesus to all the kids; Scary Harry (Mark Gunther) and  

Miss Dee Dee taught Bible lessons to the younger kids;  

Rachel was one of our invaluable leaders; “Marty” (Mark 

Huchingson) & Rachel taught Bible lessons to the older kids; 

recreation time included fun games, activities and water slides! 

 
Centerpoint’s Preschool Summer Camp  

program is in full swing, offering week-long  

sessions of quality enrichment programming for 

ages 2-6. There is still plenty of time to enjoy 

some summer fun at Centerpoint! 

 

Fall enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year is open, offering a 

traditional preschool for children ages 2-6, with flexible extended 

care options available. Families can select from our half or full-day 

program, Monday through Friday, 7:00am-5:00pm. 
 

For questions or to schedule a tour, check the Centerpoint  

website or contact Lisa in the Preschool office (916-782-9443).  

 


