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Dear Centerpoint family, 
 

I hope and pray you are well! There are so many passages of scripture that have spoken to me 

and that have encouraged me in this unique time we are in. But one that really captures my 

feelings for you all as a pastor is Paul’s opening words to the Philippians. I reread them again 

just before I began writing this note and my thoughts echo Paul’s sentiments. I really feel 

what he felt when he wrote these words: “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all 

my prayers for you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the 

first day until now…It is right for me to feel this way about you, since I have you in my heart 

and, whether I am in chains or sheltering in place…” I miss you all and am anxious to be with 

you again in worship and in ministry! 

 

But I know that God is at work in you and through you in these difficult and trying times. And I equally know and affirm that 

much of His work is redeeming this time for good. I encourage you to take a little time to think and pray about how God has 

worked during the last weeks and months in your life or the life of your family. In this issue of the Pulse you will find a number 

of testimonies about how God has done just that. On page 2 Pastor Nancy shares a bittersweet message about one of              

Centerpoint saints who recently passed away. On page 3 Pastor Bryan shares his thoughts from a recent solo backpacking trip 

(and a run-in with a bear!) On page 4 you will read about how Julie Battenfield has been challenged to grow in four different 

areas of her life. Also on page 4 is an encouragement to celebrate each day by 9-year-old Emmie Huchingson. I hope and pray 

that all this will encourage you in your faith and that you will share with others that God is good – all the time! 

 

Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Pastor Jim 
 

I  THANK MY GOD EVERY TIME  

I  REMEMBER YOU.  

PHIL IPPIANS 1:3 

 



A message from Pastor Nancy:  

 

Back in 2020 BC (Before COVID-19), a 

little handful of people would gather 

to pray in our Sunday Service Prayer 

Teams before each worship service. 

One of the members of the team for 

the 8:30am service was a spunky saint 

named Kathleen Branham. Every 

week after the prayer meeting she 

would find whichever pastor was 

preaching that morning and assure us 

that we had been prayed for, and that 

God was going to use us through our 

sermon. And God always did.  

 

In July, Kathleen went home to be with her 

Lord. As I look back on her life, I realized that 

Kathleen could be a poster child for what it 

means to be an “all-in, sold-out follower of    

Jesus.” She prayed continually, worshipped     

joyfully, shared her faith enthusiastically, cared 

deeply about her neighbors, coworkers, and 

small group members, and loved the Lord with 

all her heart, soul, mind and strength.  

 

Centerpoint has many such poster children. You are praying for one 

another in your small groups, or in your friendship circles, or 

through our various prayer ministries. You are worshipping even 

when we can’t gather together. You are caring for your family, 

friends, neighbors and coworkers. You are sharing your faith in     

natural, winsome ways. And you are loving the Lord. You are all-in, 

sold-out followers of Jesus. I am very thankful that I have the        

privilege of serving as one of your pastors! 
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Centerpoint’s partnership with 

Campus Life at Eich Middle 

School is still strong!  

Centerpoint’s  Middle School 

sewing group has recently made 

face masks and scrunchies at Eich 

Campus Life’s barn  

location.  

Centerpoint had 

the opportunity 

to host The  

Gathering Inn on 

Sunday, July 12. 

The Gathering 

Inn is a ministry 

to those in Placer 

County  

experiencing 

homelessness, 

and travels to a different host site each night. During the  

pandemic, some hosts have had to drop out for a variety of 

reasons. This summer, Centerpoint has helped fill some of 

those gaps! We served about 50 guests dinner, coffee, and 

breakfast, while providing a cool and safe place for the 

guests to sleep. Thank you Centerpoint for your continued 

generosity and heart to serve our community! 

Please continue to 

pray for our Mission 

Partners as they  

minister during this  

challenging time:  

 
LOCAL  

 
Acres of Hope 

 
Campus Life 

 
City Impact 

in San Francisco 
 

Folsom Prison  
Ministry 

 
The Gathering Inn 

 
Gleanings for the  

Hungry 
 

Samaritan’s Purse 
 

Sierra Pregnancy  
and Health 

 
William Jessup  

University 
 

GLOBAL  
 

Catharine Coon/ 
Hope Alive!  
in Uganda 

 
Al & Rosa Castro/ 

Ensenada 
 

Barry & Ronah  
Francolino/ 

EPC Missions 
 

Schmidt family/ 
Wycliffe, Nigeria 

 
YUGO Ministries 
Ensenada, Mexico 

PRAY. 

You are praying 

for one another  

in your small 

groups, or in your 

friendship circles, 

or through our 

various prayer 

ministries. You are 

worshipping even 

when we can’t 

gather together. 

You are caring for 

your family, 

friends, neighbors 

and coworkers… 

You are all-in,  

sold-out followers 

of Jesus. 

Kathleen Branham 
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Volunteer Opportunity in Paradise, CA   

August 31 - September 4 

 

Samaritan’s Purse is helping to build 250 sheds to serve 

the community of Paradise, CA that was decimated by 

fire in 2018. You need to be handy with tools and     

willing to work hard. You can help on a daily basis 

(drive up each day) or use your own sleeping            

accommodations and stay in the area. One team is    

planning to take a trailer to stay in during the week and 

eat their meals with the Samaritan’s Purse organizers. If 

you are interested, or for more information, contact 

Mark Janzen at 916-765-1515. 

A message from  

Pastor Bryan: 

 

During the second 

week of July, I had 

the rare opportunity 

to take a true vacation during this year 

so impacted by COVID-19. I went 

backpacking, by myself, south of     

Tuolumne Meadows in Yosemite 

along the High Sierra Loop. It was 5 

days and 4 nights, just over 40 miles, 

and a route I was introduced to during 

my high school years at Centerpoint. It 

was incredible. In the backcountry, I 

was able to truly disconnect, enjoy 

time spent with the Lord, overcome difficult hikes, and enjoy the incredible 

beauty of the Yosemite backcountry. Below are a few things the Lord    

pointed out to me on my trip: 
 

 I need to pray more. 

 I need more regular disconnection from the internet, my phone, and the news cycle. 

 I missed Karyssa (my wife) deeply. 

 I need greater faith. 
 

I’m deeply grateful for a God who has created such magnificent beauty.  

 

One additional note: I went backpacking again the weekend following this trip with two friends. We went to Desolation 

Wilderness in South Lake Tahoe which, unlike Yosemite, does not require a bear canister (a manufactured container for your 

food that is bear-proof). Lesson learned: never go to bear country without a bear canister! The first night of our trip, we saw a 

bear climb a 20-foot tree, reel in our counter-weighted bear-bag, and eat all of our food. While the trip was a disappointment, we 

left with a very fun story. God’s creation is truly magnificent (bears included!) — even when nature defeats you. 
 

If you’re looking for something to do, I would encourage you to shut off your phone and go enjoy one of our local, state, or    

national parks. God has made his creation so beautiful for us! 

 

Lessons 

Learned  

in  

Silence  

&  

Solitude 



A  word of encouragement from Julie 

Battenfield, Worship Arts Director:  

 

I love lists. Crossing things off my list gives me joy and 

a sense of satisfaction. (At the grocery store…bread? 

Check! Lettuce? Check!) A couple of months ago I came 

across a list on social media that helped me                 

tremendously as I experienced the sudden shift that the 

pandemic caused in my life (working from home,      

uncertainty, closures, etc.) My friend, Suzanne Stelling, 

is the Women’s Ministry director at a large church in Tennessee. Back in March, she posted a   

journal entry about personal goals for her time of sheltering in place, with a Bible verse attached 

to each goal. Her idea served as an inspiration to me at the time, and has continued to motivate 

me as the months have passed. And even though the initial phase of remaining in our homes 

has changed, I’d like to share with you her plan in hopes that it inspires you as well.  

 

Spiritual: I would please You in every way.  

Colossians 1:10 “so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 

knowledge of God.” 

 

Physical: I will exercise and move around, and not be sedentary all day. I’ll limit my time on media. 

1 Timothy 4:8 “for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also 

for the life to come.” 

 

Relational:  I will check on my people. 

 John 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” 

 

Psychological: I will look for beauty. 

 Psalm 27:4 “One thing have I asked of the LORD that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to 

gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple.” 

I will be hardy. 

Ephesians 6:10 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.” 

I will encourage myself in the LORD. 

 1 Samuel 30:6 “And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because all the people were bitter in soul, each for his 

sons and daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.” 

 

Perhaps you can add your own ideas to this list for your own daily objectives. These goals can easily guide our times of prayer 

each morning, as well. Check on your people, look for beauty, please God in every way…not a bad list to get your day started, 

right? 
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A message from Rachel Dorsey,  

Women’s Ministry Director: 

 

A Life Lesson from a Child 
 

As I was tucking my daughter Emmie in bed the other night, she looked at 

me enthusiastically and said, “Mom, are you so excited for tomorrow?” 

 

Confused, I asked, “Why? What’s tomorrow?” She replied, “It’s a new day. A whole new day!” 

 

I’m thankful for kids who remind us “wise” adults to celebrate each and every new day.  

God’s mercies are new every morning.  
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Women’s Bible Study: Book of Psalms 

Wednesdays, August 19 – September 23 via Zoom, 7:00-8:00pm 

 

This women’s Zoom gathering is a six-week, no-homework study on the Book of Psalms, led 

by Martha Neill. It’s intentionally designed to allow women to join on any given week. Each 

session stands on its own, focusing on a different category of Psalms each week. After you 

register for the study on the church website, app or over the phone, you will be emailed the 

syllabus and a link to join the group on Zoom. Extra times may be added to accommodate 

large registrations. For questions, please contact Karen Fales at 916-782-3186 x26 or 

kfales@centerpointroseville.org.  

During the week of July 20-24 almost 100 kids enjoyed our wonderful HIGH FIVE 

AT HOME! Our Kids Ministry spent many weeks putting together yellow packs of 

activities, crafts, music, and T-shirts for families to pick up in the church parking 

lot. Our Media Team made over 40 videos which included songs, craft                

explanations, lessons, and much more! “Scary Harry” made a daily appearance to 

share about our mission project, Hope Alive! We raised over $1,700 for the kids in 

Uganda and, in celebration, Harry got “slimed” on Friday. Videos will be available 

online through September for HIGH FIVE participants to enjoy again and again.  
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Centerpoint Christian Preschool 

 

A child's laughter could simply be one of the 

most beautiful sounds in the world! And, oh 

how we have missed it. After several months of   

silence blanketing the classrooms and halls, we 

rejoiced when our doors safely re-opened for 

Summer Camp in early June and once again 

the precious sound of children’s laughter could be heard reverberating throughout the Preschool. Guided by members of our 

amazing teaching staff, children ages 2-5 have had the opportunity to learn, play and participate in weekly-themed adventures. 

Here’s a description of some of our camps: 

 

 Mini paleontologists enjoyed romping and stomping, roaring and chomping their way through the much loved “Diggin’ 

Dinos” week.  

 Little Einsteins spent a week exploring science engaging in lots of fun and “egg-citing” experiments.  

 Campers dove into the ocean to explore everything under the sea. There were even a few wacky, wet, and wild activities to 

help beat the summer heat.  

 YUM! YUM! Our Junior Chefs cooked up some delicious fun as they prepared new recipes and created tasty treats. They 

also shared old family recipes with one another.  

 “We’ve got spirit, yes, we do! We’ve got spirit, how ‘bout you?” Spirit Week was packed full of tie dye, and wacky,      

thankful, 4th of July fun! We made our own firework display in the sky (on 

paper of course).  

 Most recently, campers were up and moving to the beat during Camp   

Music Factory. The halls were filled with the sound of music from our    

music parade, homemade trumpets and our voices… all making a joyful 

noise.  

 

Be sure to check out our webpage for details about upcoming themes and to 

register online for remaining Summer Camp sessions, scheduled through     

August. Sign up online or contact Lisa McGough at 916-782-9443. 

 

Preschool 2020-2021 Registration 

Our Centerpoint Christian Preschool is now accepting online registrations for 

full-day or half-day programs for 2’s, 3’s, 4’s & TK/Kindergarten. Programs are 

offered Monday through Friday and potty-training is not required. Schedule 

your tour today!  

Interest Groups 

 

Board Gamers (Adults Only): Mondays, August 10 and 24, 6:30-8:30pm via Zoom. Join the challenge with other adults who 

want to test their skills, or just have fun! Register online to receive both the Zoom link and the game link. Contact Karen Fales at 

916-782-3186 x26 or kfales@centerpointroseville.org.  

 

Holy Riders (Motorcycles):  Our ride will be on Saturday, August 22 to Bodega Bay. Contact Doug Jacobs at 916-541-8729 or  

tdouglasjacobs@gmail.com. 

 

Men’s Book Fellowship:  We meet via Zoom to discuss the different books we have been reading individually. We meet the 

first Tuesday of each month; our next meeting will be Tuesday, August 4 from 10:30am to 12pm. Contact Dave Shumway at 

dave@dkshumway.com.  

 

Trap and Skeet Shooting: Saturday, August 8  We meet at the Coon Creek Trap and Skeet Club 10:00am-12:00pm. Contact 

Lance Mayhofer at mayhofer@yahoo.com or 916-791-5423. 

Lisa McGough 

Preschool Director 

mailto:tdouglasjacobs@gmail.com
mailto:dave@dkshumway.com
mailto:mayhofer@yahoo.com
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Military Care Packages 

Centerpoint will again partner with Blue and Gold Star Moms/Dads to send 

care packages to deployed men and women. We will start collecting items on 

August 3 and continue through August. We will not be handing out boxes to 

be filled but individual items can be dropped off at the church. A shopping 

cart will be available from 9:00am-4:00pm Monday through Friday outside the 

church office. Each care package costs $15.05 to mail to the troops. If it is within 

your budget, please consider dropping off or mailing a check (payable to    

Centerpoint Community Church) for $15.05 to help cover the cost of mailing 

(please put “Military Care Packages” in the check memo area). A note or letter 

to the troops is also appreciated. Please see the Packing List below (also      

available on the website). Thank you in advance for your generous donations! 

Kimberly Steinman-Elmquist from Blue Star Moms/Dads 

ITEMS IN RED ARE MOST NEEDED/DESIRED ITEMS 

 

Food Items – Canned Items with Pop-tops Personal Items 

Beef or Turkey Jerky – No Pork Items 
Chicken or tuna, Vienna sausage (small) 
Canned Pasta or Packaged Meals: Beef-a-Roni, Chili, 

Ravioli, Soups (hearty), Spaghetti, Top Ramen & Cup 

of Soup 
Protein/Energy Bars, Fruit & Nut Bars 
Pop Tarts/Breakfast Bars/Granola Bars 
Raisins/Dried fruit/Nuts/Sunflower Seeds 
Canned Fruit 

Canned Vegetables 
Chips (canned only), Cookies, Crackers 
Trail Mix (small bags) 
Cream of Wheat / Instant oatmeal packets 
Cereal (in small boxes) 
Packets of Gatorade/Propel/Crystal Light, Tea mixes, 

Liquid water enhancers (“Mio” type) 
Instant Coffee/K-cups/Hot Chocolate 
Coffee creamer (dry) 
Tea Bags 
Bouillon Cubes 
Sugar, Salt & Pepper Packets 
Condiments Packages (ketchup, mayo, etc.) 
Hard Candy – no chocolate 

Disposable razors 
Personal size shaving cream 
Deodorant (men’s and women’s) 
Insect repellent (wipes)/Bug Spray 
Sunscreen/Lip Balm/Chapstick 
Shampoo/Conditioner 
Bar and Liquid Soap (no Irish Spring) 
Baby wipes - soft sided small packages (not containing a 

large amount of alcohol) 
Hygiene items for women 
Toothpaste (sample size) 
Toothbrushes, Dental floss, Mouthwash 
Q-tips 
Hand and body lotion 
New Socks/Insole cushions/Odor eaters/Mole Skin 
Foot Powder (small), Baby powder 
Playing cards 
DVDs 
Stationary/Envelopes/Greeting Cards 
Pens/pencils/pencil sharpeners 
Pre-Paid Phone Cards 
Batteries (all sizes) 
Sudoku, crossword puzzles (5X7 or smaller) 
Paperback books/Newspapers (local)/Magazines (current) 
Ziploc baggies – snack, sandwich or quart size 

Packing Tips and Suggestions:  No Aerosol & No Glass Please! 
Troops really appreciate a note or letter in the package as many don't have family or friends that regularly correspond. 

Please address any and all letters or cards generically, for example “Dear Troops”, “Dear American Hero”,  

“To our brave Men and Women in the Military”, etc. 
  

All items must be “sensitive to the culture in the Middle East.” 
Homemade cookies arrive as crumbs due to rough handling and chocolate melts in the heat. Packaged cookies such as Girl 

Scout Cookies or similar off-the-shelf cookies are fine. Notice that the Ziploc baggies (snack, sandwich or quart size bag), while 

not listed as the most popular, are really appreciated as they have so many uses for the troops in the field or on the move. 

Military Care Package Packing List 
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For up to date Centerpoint happenings,  

as well as sermon video/audio, visit our  

Facebook page 

A new service 

every Sunday 

with singing,  

announcements, 

and a sermon 

from our current 

series in the  

Minor Prophets. 

Also available 

are sermon 

notes, small 

group questions, 

and Centerpoint 

hymns.  

Submit a prayer 

request through 

the website or 

app. If you 

would like 

someone to pray 

with you on 

Sunday morning 

from 9am to 

12pm call Matt 

at 916-587-0796    

or Mary Kay at  

916-407-2948. 

Hear an  

inspiring  

devotion  

Monday 

through Friday 

via the website 

and app,  

featuring Pastor 

Nancy, John 

Sprague, Rachel 

Dorsey, Pastor 

Bryan, and Julie 

Battenfield.  

To give online all 

you need is an  

internet  

connection and  

either a credit card, 

debit card, or your 

bank account  

information. 

Checks may also  

be mailed to the  

Centerpoint office. 

“Text to Give” is 

also available on 

the website. 

Every Sunday 

morning by 8am 

a new Kids  

Lesson is  

available for 

Preschool  

(age 2—K),  

Elementary 

(1st—4th grade), 

and Highway 56 

(5th & 6th 

grade). 

New Spiritual 

Conversations 

are available 

every Sunday 

for our Middle 

School Ministry 

(Journey) and 

High School 

Ministry 

(Revolution). 

Stay connected 

with these easy 

and topical  

discussions. 

https://www.facebook.com/Centerpoint-Community-Church-147278252009927/

