
October 2020 the 

Pulse 
of Centerpoint Community Church 

Let’s think of October as our “expect and accept” month. I know you are thinking, “What?”  

 

Let’s declare that in the month of October we will EXPECT and ACCEPT that what is ahead of us is going 

to be different. There are a number of things ahead of us in November and December that will not be 

normal. Like elections — we will be using mail-in ballots, thus possibly delaying results and creating  

further political conflict. And Thanksgiving — tables might not have as many family members or guests 

around them as usual. And of course Christmas events that, well, won’t happen in the way we have come 

to enjoy and expect. There may be no school holiday productions, no “Black Friday” shopping, no work or neighborhood 

Christmas parties. And here at Centerpoint… no live concerts, no brunches or other Christmas events, and possibly a  

different Christmas Eve service than we are used to.  

 

Different is here and different is coming. So why not use this month to EXPECT things to be different and to ACCEPT  

that they will… and not be surprised when they are? Why not use this month to get your complaints out now? Speak your  

“I can’t believe…” now, growl and grouse now. And then… remind yourself that there will be an election. There will be a  

Thanksgiving, there will be Christmas music and Christmas celebrations, and there will be Christmas Eve on the courtyard  

at Centerpoint. Remind yourself that God is on His throne and He is at work and then when the different comes… you will 

be ready to have your eyes wide open to see how God meets us in the “different”. Be ready to experience God’s presence, 

Jesus’ hope, and the Spirit’s peace in the midst of different. Be ready to see that God is just as present and powerful and 

awesome in the different as He is in the normal! And maybe more so!  

 

What do you say? Make October your EXPECT and ACCEPT month. 

 

Yours in Jesus (who I remind you is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow!), 

Pastor Jim 

“Different is here and different is coming.  

So why not use this month to EXPECT things 

to be different and to ACCEPT that they 

will… and not be surprised when they are?” 

—Pastor Jim 
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Camp Fire Shed Project Mission, Paradise, CA 

Centerpoint recently sent a 7-member team to serve with the Paradise, CA Camp 

Fire Shed Project led by Maranatha International, a Christian mission organization. 

The purpose of the Shed Project is the 

construction and gifting of 10’x12’  

storage sheds to residents of the  

Paradise area who lost their homes to 

the Camp Fire on November 8, 2018. 

The sheds have proven to be especially useful for the 

residents who have returned to their properties, as many 

are living in travel trailers and RVs with limited room, 

and the sheds provide a safe and secure place for their 

possessions. The Shed Project is sponsored by Paradise  

Adventist Church with support from local civic organizations 

and businesses. The construction and volunteer coordination 

are led by Maranatha International, headquartered in  

Roseville.  

 

The Shed Project was a 3-week project, building 150 sheds. 

This is the second year Paradise Adventist Church and  

Maranatha International have organized the Shed Project, 

with 250 sheds built the first year. Centerpoint’s  team, which 

participated from August 30 through September 4, served with 

over 80 volunteers from Maine to California, as well as local  

Paradise residents. Several of Centerpoint’s team members served 

all week and others came to serve for the day. The Lord blessed our team and the entire 

project, drawing people together who wanted to serve Jesus. All worked together as a 

team, under the direction of professional, caring Maranatha International staff. They cut 

material, fabricated floors, walls, and roofs, and assembled the components into quality 

storage sheds. One volunteer worked in the kitchen preparing meals. Maranatha  

International estimated the value of the completed shed delivered and placed on site at 

$4,000. 

 

We thank God for the experiences and opportunities He gave us as we served on the Shed 

Project. We saw His mercy, grace, and love in the volunteers we worked with, the  

Maranatha International staff who led and served us, and the Paradise residents 

we met as they volunteered and worked with us. We heard and experienced  

the Lord at work in the lives of volunteers and residents in the stories and  

testimonies shared while we worked, worshipped, prayed, and rested together.  

 

We pray for the Paradise community as they go through their rebuilding  

process. The community is struggling to rebuild. We ask God to guide and 

bless the community leaders, residents, church leaders, and business leaders 

with wisdom, perseverance, and deep abiding trust in Him as they rebuild their  

community.   

The purpose of 

the Shed Project is 

the construction 

and gifting of 

10’x12’ storage 

sheds to residents 

of the Paradise 

area who lost 

their homes to  

the Camp Fire  

on November 8, 

2018. 
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PRAY. 

Please continue to 

pray for our  

Mission Partners  

as they minister  

during this  

challenging time: 

 

LOCAL 

Acres of Hope 

Campus Life 

City Impact in SF 

Folsom Prison  

Ministry 

The Gathering Inn 

Gleanings for the 

Hungry 

Samaritan’s Purse 

Sierra Pregnancy & 

Health 

William Jessup 

University 

 

GLOBAL 

Catharine Coon/

Hope Alive! in 

Uganda 

Al & Rosa Castro/

Ensenada 

Barry & Ronah 

Francolino/EPC 

Missions 

Schmidt family/

Wycliffe, Nigeria 

YUGO Ministries 

Ensenada, Mexico 

The Gathering Inn (TGI) is a local organization that provides nightly 

shelter and food to those experiencing homelessness in the Roseville 

area. For several years, Centerpoint provided dinner and an overnight 

stay to TGI on every 5th Sunday of the month. However, with the  

arrival of COVID-19, the need for available housing increased and 

Centerpoint has stepped up and met that need. We recently hosted 

TGI on September 14 & 27 and we look forward to hosting them on 

October 5, 19, and 25, as well as November 29. The guests sleep in 

the dining room and Chapel, and dinner is provided by Centerpoint groups or, at times, other 

churches. Mark & Dee Dee Gunther (pictured above with TGI workers) brought Sloppy Joes, corn, 

watermelon, veggies, and breakfast items prepared by the Shipmates Mariners. Our Local Mission 

Team thanks all who are serving in this important ministry, especially during the pandemic. 

Report from Local Mission partner 

Gleanings for the Hungry: 

God hears people crying out for help: migrants, 

orphans, and people serving the poor. God hears 

them cry out for food and for 

hope. Meanwhile, God has 

farmers who are planting 

peas and lentils, designated 

to give. God has the answer 

already growing, already on 

the way. God knows the perfect time for it to arrive. It starts 

with the farmers. God moves each farmer’s heart to be    

generous. The miracle happens when a farmer says, “Even 

though I could sell this food, I will donate it instead—to save 

lives and share the gospel.”  

Each person who says “Yes” along the way is an important part of this miraculous 

movement. Yes, I will donate food. Yes, I will process the food. Yes, I will drive and 

deliver the food. Yes, I will donate funds. Yes, I will show up and pack the food. Yes, 

I will receive the shipment. Yes, I will cook the soup. Yes, I will give freely of my time, 

strength, and resources. 

Each truck that drives onto our property with a delivery is a miracle from God. We watch the food    

arrive, we process and bag the food, we pray over it, and we watch the truckloads of food drive away. 

The food moves where God wants it to go. He makes a way. Faithful truckers have committed to haul 

bushels of peas and lentils to the processor any time we need it.  

We are grateful to each one who says “Yes”. You make the miracle of providing food to the needy 

possible — every company and individual who donates resources or finances, every volunteer, every 

staff member who serves, and every missionary who distributes food and shares God’s love. Thank 

you!  

Centerpoint has sent teams to Gleanings for the Hungry in Dinuba, CA since 2013. We have packaged 

soup, made quilts, prayed for the recipients, and worked on various maintenance projects.  

God has the  

answer already 

growing,  

already on the 

way. God knows  

the perfect time  

for it to arrive. 

Centerpoint’s Steve 
Ford served at 

Gleanings in 2018 

MINISTRY TO  

THE GATHERING 

INN 
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BRYAN: 

This past month, the Global Missions Outreach Team finished studying the book When Helping Hurts by 

Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert. We read about one chapter per month, so it took us over a year! While 

it’s a book that many were already familiar with, it was challenging to read together and open our hearts 

to see how Centerpoint can continue to help and not hurt in our global mission partnerships. A few  

concepts from the book that stood out: 

• An exposure of harmful policies global mission organizations have participated in. These bad policies most often fall 

under the category of “paternalism.” 

• The reader is challenged to consider a phased approach to global mission work. Are the people/community in need of 

relief, rehabilitation, or development? An example of relief work Centerpoint participates in are our Samaritan Purse  

disaster relief mission trips. Our regular house-build trips to Ensenada, Mexico are examples of development.  

• The reader is asked to adopt a helpful definition of global poverty alleviation: moving  people closer to glorifying God 

by living in right relationship with God, with self, with others, and with the rest of creation. The latter half of the book 

ends with many practical steps and inspiring stories of God working through global mission partnerships. 

 

Centerpoint’s Global Mission Team highly recommends this book. The newest edition makes a great small group study, as 

each chapter begins and ends with discussion questions. As you read this article and think about global missions, please be 

in prayer for our partner churches and ministries in Ensenada and Uganda. 

What a joy it has been to be back at church on Sundays in person! Families 

are gathering, greeters are greeting, ushers are “ushing”, and everyone is 

practicing safe social distancing and wearing masks. A wonderful new treat 

is the singing of the “Doxology” together on the courtyard after each      

service. Don’t forget to sign up during the week for your seat at 8:30am 

(Café), or 10:00am/11:10am (Worship Center)! If you can, please join us! 
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NANCY: 

Over the years, Psalm 133 has become one of my favorite psalms. It’s only three verses long. Verse 1 

says, “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people dwell together in unity.” The psalm then goes 

on to give two images to describe how being together with other believers refreshes us: it’s like oil or 

dew when we are dry and parched. It then concludes “For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even 

life forevermore.” I have found this psalm to be true in my own life. Connecting with other believers is 

life-giving. It refreshes me. It is a good gift – God’s blessing. 

 

I want to encourage you to seek out the refreshment of being with God’s people, even in this time of  

practicing COVID-19 safety measures. Perhaps you can now return to gathering together with us for worship on Sunday 

mornings, or perhaps your small group will be able to meet together in person soon. But if those opportunities are not yet 

appropriate in your situation, be creative. Don’t wait until a program or group can resume meeting as it did in the past. 

Don’t wait for your group leaders to organize something. Take initiative. Reach out to each other – call some of the  

members of your group to check in. Get together with a couple group members on lawn chairs on your driveway. Figure out 

some way to live out Psalm 133 in your life. You will experience God’s life-giving refreshment through your brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  

Rocky Ridge Drive 

in Roseville 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesday, October 7, 10:00am 

in the Centerpoint Dining Room 

All women in the church are  

invited to join us as we once  

again meet together on the church  

campus. We will be looking at a 

Psalm and sharing responses. Women are asked to bring a  

pen and something to write on, as there will not be tables.  

We will be using chairs only, and will provide water bottles  

and wrapped snacks. No other food will be allowed. Come, wear a mask and remember the social distancing guidelines.  

A sanitizing station will be available. Please RSVP to Sharon Moore at 916-784-0581 no later than Sunday, October 4.  

WOMEN’S VIRTUAL PAINT NIGHT 

Friday, October 23 from 6:00-7:30PM 

 

Local artist and church member, Zoë Gibson, will guide you 

step-by-step in creating several watercolor postcards to send 

to loved ones or to frame for yourself. Invite your friends and 

join us via Zoom for a fun, relaxing evening together.  

No painting experience needed! 

 

The cost is $10 for all materials needed. Pick-up for paid  

materials will be outside the church office during business hours (9:00am-4:00pm) or during Sunday service hours. You may 

register for free if you want to use your own watercolor supplies. 

 

Register online or contact Karen Fales at 916-782-3186 x26 or kfales@centerpointroseville.org. 

Women’s Fellowship is happy to be back 
meeting on the Centerpoint campus but had a 

great summer meeting at Maidu Park 

Sharon Moore (r.)  
presented a $100 check 

from Women’s  
Fellowship to mission 

partner, Acres of Hope 



A Message from Lisa McGough,  

Centerpoint Preschool Director: 

Happy Fall! We have had a wonderful start to the  

2020-2021 Preschool year! We currently have 49  

children enrolled, including six TK/Kindergarten students 

who are enjoying an in-person school experience.  

Our Preschool also offers breakfast at 7:00am and  

after-school activities until 6:00pm for the convenience 

of families. During this time of COVID-19, our staff is 

following all the State regulations, including masks, social distancing, and 

regular sanitation of the classrooms, facilities, and playground. For more 

information, contact Lisa in the Preschool office at 916-782-9443 or lmcgough@centerpointroseville.org. 
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INTEREST GROUPS 

 

Trap and Skeet Shooting: Saturday,  

October 3 from 10:00am-12:00pm at the 

Coon Creek Trap & Skeet Club. For more  

information contact Lance Mayhofer at  

mayhofer@yahoo.com or 916-791-5423. 

 

Men’s Book Fellowship: Tuesday, October 6 

from 10:30am to 12:00pm. We meet monthly 

via Zoom to discuss books we have been  

reading individually. For more info contact 

Dave Shumway at dave@dkshumway.com.  

 

Holy Riders (Motorcycles):  Our next 

ride will be Saturday, October 17 to 

Murphys. Contact Doug Jacobs at 

tdouglasjacobs@gmail.com or  

916-541-8729. 

 

 

SUPPORT GROUPS  

 

DivorceCare  

DivorceCare is meeting over Zoom on Monday 

nights from 6:30-8:00pm. Our Divorce Care  

program uses a DVD and discussion format, led 

by compassionate facilitators who have personally 

experienced divorce. Register on the website or 

app, or for more information contact Phil Kelly  

at 408-203-4083 or info@windbow.com. 

 

Grief Support Now Meeting In Person 

Our Grief Support Group will help you walk 

through the difficult time after you lose a loved 

one. The group meets on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Tuesday 

evenings from 6:30-8:00pm. They are back  

meeting on campus in the Centerpoint Library  

beginning October 6. Contact Larry Curtis for 

more information at lcurtis1310@yahoo.com or 

916-960-3193. 

Centerpoint Preschool kids ready to enjoy outside playtime 

A message to parents: 2020 has been filled with ever-changing restrictions and limits that are tough for adults and children 

to comprehend. As the pandemic drags on, kids are likely to have questions about why they need to stay home or wear 

masks, and why they can’t enjoy certain activities or venues that are temporarily shut down. As Early 

Childhood Educators, we understand the importance of establishing consistent rules while educating 

young children. We also know that education is not just what a child learns from reading a book or 

from memorizing letters, numbers, shapes, and facts. Education is what happens when one discovers 

meaningful information through experience. At Centerpoint, we are blessed to be able to provide an   

in-person environment, rich in a variety of meaningful and exciting materials and experiences so that 

our students can explore, discover and absorb. Through this play, children will grow in ability and    

confidence to move forward and outward to explore and discover (and learn!) even more. For what a 

child learns today will help that child to discover all the wonderful secrets of tomorrow.  

Preschool teacher Mrs. 
Brown readies her 

classroom for the new 
school year 

Lisa McGough in her 
COVID mask with 

decorative stickers 

mailto:mayhofer@yahoo.com
mailto:dave@dkshumway.com
mailto:tdouglasjacobs@gmail.com


7                                                                       OCTOBER 2020 - CENTERPOINTROSEVILLE.ORG 

We are excited that Centerpoint Kid’s Ministry is 

open again on Sunday mornings during the 

8:30am and 10:00am services. It’s been so 

good to see all your smiling faces (even with 

masks we can see those smiles!) We have 

worked hard to make sure your kids are safe during their time with us. We are  

screening all our volunteers prior to serving and they are required to wear masks.  

Each child has their temperature taken before we escort them to their class, and we are  

limiting the Kid’s Ministry hallway to only prescreened staff and volunteers for better  

protection. We’re looking forward to seeing more and more families on Sundays! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD   

Send Good News & Great Joy Around the World! 

October 18—November 15 

It’s time for our annual shoebox collection for Operation Christmas 

Child, a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse. Pick up your shoebox on the 

courtyard starting October 18 and return by Sunday, November 15.  

For those of you who are not currently attending in-person services,  

boxes are available for pickup outside the church office Monday through 

Friday from 9:00am to 4:00pm. A list of items to put in the box is on the 

Centerpoint website. A plain, plastic shoebox may also be used. For more information and resources (lists, labels, packing 

suggestions, etc.), visit the Samaritan’s Purse website. Our goal this year is 350 boxes!  

On Friday, September 18, 

about 100 moms, dads, 

kids, grandparents,  

toddlers, and babies  

gathered in the east parking lot for 

Family Outdoor Movie Night to watch 

the movie “Abominable.” The Kona Ice truck arrived and treated everyone to  

a free shaved ice. A special thanks to April Hayward and Jadz Miller who 

marked off “social-distance circles” on the asphalt so everyone would know where to sit for an evening of safe fun!  

TRUNK-OR-TREAT IS COMING!  

Saturday, October 24, 6:30-8:00pm. This year we are 

filling our parking lot with decorated cars and motorcycles 

for a socially-distanced Trunk-or-Treat. With the music of 

JD the DJ in the background, we would like to have plenty 

of cars passing out candy to kids in costume. And we 

need you! Register your vehicle online to be part of the 

fun. We are also collecting individually-wrapped candy. Our shopping cart is available on Sunday mornings and Monday 

through Friday from 9:00am to 4:00pm for donations. This will be a fun, safe event for the whole family! For more 

information contact April Hayward at 916-782-3186 x15 or ahayward@centerpointroseville.org.  

KID’S MINISTRY IS F INDING WAYS TO THRIVE  DURING COVID -19 

Ashley Kennard, Katey Olsen, & April  
Hayward welcoming families to the Kid’s 

Ministry screening table on Sundays 
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515 Sunrise Avenue 

Roseville, CA 95661 

Phone: (916) 782-3186 

Please Note: If you do not wish to receive this  

newsletter, please contact the church office at  

info@centerpointroseville.org or 916-782-3186. 

Thank you.  
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Small Groups Can Serve Together… 

...even if you’re not yet meeting in person. Several of our small 

groups have come up with creative ways to meet and serve together 

while maintaining social distance. For example, one small group 

pitched in to help someone move. Other small groups have  

provided meals for The Gathering Inn by dropping them off in the 

Centerpoint parking lot when we have hosted The Gathering Inn on 

campus (see page 3). While our Trunk-or-Treat will be different this 

year, they will still need volunteers. Or your group can pool items to 

assemble several boxes for Operation Christmas Child (see page 7). 

Watch our weekly 

Centerpoint emails for  

opportunities to  

serve together. Or 

contact Pastor Nancy at 916-782-3186 or nduff@centerpointroseville.org 

for help finding a service project that fits your small group.  

 

It’s not too late to join a small group! To get connected, contact Cassie 

Johnson at 916-782-3186 x48 or cjohnson@centerpointroseville.org. You 

can learn more on our website and app. 

Small groups are finding ways to meet and connect during  
COVID-19. This small group met under the trees at Maidu Park. 

Small groups have made food for The Gathering Inn 
and delivered it to the Centerpoint parking lot. 

mailto:nduff@centerpointroseville.org
mailto:cjohnson@centerpointroseville.org

