Gospel Community Worship Philosophy
Biblical Philosophy

Glory to God
• I Chronicles 16:28-29, “Ascribe to the Lord, families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and
strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; bring an offering and come before him.
Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.”
• Jeremiah 13:16, “Give glory to the Lord your God.”
• Psalm 62:7, “In God is my salvation and my glory.”
Focus on the Gospel message of Jesus Christ
• Hebrews 1:6 and 8, “And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all
God’s angels worship him.’ But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the
scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.’”
• Philippians 2:9-11, “For this reason God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow—in heaven and on earth and
under the earth—and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”
• 1 Timothy 3:16, “Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the
flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the
world, taken up in glory.”
Spirit-led/sensitive to His leading
• John 4:23-24, “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
• Philippians 3:3, “For we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.”
• Ephesians 5:18-20, “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the
Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to God, even the Father.”
Edifying to God’s people
• Romans 14:19, “Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which
one may edify another.”
• Ephesians 4:15-16, “But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies,
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body
for the edifying of itself in love.”
• 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already
doing.”

Non-distracting Excellence
• Psalm 33:3, “Sing a new song to the Lord, play skillfully before Him, and shout for joy.”
• Philippians 4:8, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”
• Colossians 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord
Christ.”

Practical Philosophical Questions:
When we lead these songs, do we expect the people to sing?
• Psalm 59:16, “But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are
my fortress, my refuge in times of trouble.”
• Psalm 68:4-5, “Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds; rejoice
before him — his name is the Lord. A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his
holy dwelling.”
• Psalm 108:3, “I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the peoples.”
When we lead worship, do we expect the Holy Spirit to minister to the people in the room?
• Joel 2:28-29, “It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; And your
sons and daughters will prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, Your young men will see
visions. Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.”
• Romans 8:26-27, “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to
pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;
and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God.”
• 1 Corinthians 14:26-28, “What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has
a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be
done for edification. If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and
each in turn, and one must interpret; but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the
church; and let him speak to himself and to God.”
When we gather as a church, do we expect the church to interact?
• 1 Corinthians 1:10, “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you,
but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.”
• Hebrews 10:24-25, “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

•

1 John 1:7, “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”

Do the songs that we sing inform us more about the Lord and strengthen our walk with Him?
• 1 Chronicles 16:23-31, “Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the
LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations
are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and
joy are in his dwelling place. Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD
glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come
before him. Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness. Tremble before him, all the earth!
The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be
glad; let them say among the nations, ‘The LORD reigns!'”
• Romans 12:1-2, “I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing, and perfect will.”
• 2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the
Lord who is the Spirit.”
Is the worship service well balanced?
• 1 Corinthians 14:26, “What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up…”
• 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
• Ephesians 5:19-21, “Speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and
making music with your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for everything to God the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of Christ.”
What is happening in the big “C” church?
• Psalm 113:4-6, “The LORD is high above all nations; His glory is above the heavens. Who is like
the LORD our God, Who is enthroned on high, Who humbles Himself to behold The things that are
in heaven and in the earth?”
• Proverbs 15:3, “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, Watching the evil and the good.”
• Matthew 28:18-20, “Jesus came near and said to them, ‘All authority has been given to me in
heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’”
Is the opening song familiar and welcoming to guests?
• Leviticus 19:33-34, “‘When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The
foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for
you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’”

•

•

Matthew 25:37-40, “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit
you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”
1 Peter 4:8-9, “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”

Does our worship experience reflect the heart of the Lord for the nations? (every culture, tribe,
nation, and tongue)?
• Romans 15:1-6, “We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please
ourselves. Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. For even
Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: ‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen
on me.’? For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have
hope. May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind
toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
• Ephesians 2:14-16, “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its
commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the
two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by
which he put to death their hostility.”
Is our worship service grounded in scripture?
• Psalm 1:3, “He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its
leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”
• John 4:23-24, “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit,
and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
• 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness.”

