Yo u’ v e B een Pro mo ted!

Gr andpar ent Plan
What simple steps can you take to become more intentional

We are not called grandparents because we have
been retired from the parenting process. We are called
“grand” because we have been promoted!

about leveraging the influence God has given you in the lives
of your grandchildren? Implement the ideas included with
this kit to get started.

Those blessed with the gift of grandchildren are called to inspire
and nurture the faith of the next generation as life’s greatest
privilege and priority. Grandparents can concentrate on more of
the emotional and spiritual needs of the children because they
usually do not carry the burden of the day-to-day priorities such
as baths, meals, laundry, etc. Those duties most often fall to the
parents, giving grandparents a unique and exalted position
when it comes to influencing the next generation. Other than
moms and dads, no one carries more stature and inherent
authority in the lives of children than grandma and grandpa.
Having influence is not the same as using influence. Every time
you invest in your grandchild before the age of 12, you make a
“deposit” into the influence bank. The goal is to have enough in
that bank to influence your grandchild through the teenage

Goi ng Fu rther

years and beyond. Commit to making significant deposits!
It Starts at Home by Kurt Bruner and Steve Stroope
He commanded our ancestors to teach their children, so the
next generation would know them, even the children yet to be
born, and they in turn would tell their children. Then they
would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds
but would keep his commands. Psalm 78:5-7

Extreme Grandparenting by Tim and Darcy Kimmel
Power of a Praying Grandparent by Stormie Omartian
The Power of a Godly Grandparent by Stephen and Janet Bly
Creative Grandparenting by Jerry and Judy Schreur
Grand-o-grams by Marianne Richmond

L iv in g to Le ave a Le g a cy
For more ideas and further discussion on grandparenting, see
It Starts at Home by Kurt Bruner and Steve Stroope. Portions of
this content were used with permission.
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for t h e N ext G e n e rat ion

St rat e g i e s f o r Passi n g a Legacy o f Fait h
I n te ntio nal I deas to H elp Pa ss a Le g a cy of Fa i t h to Your Gra nd ch ild re n
AFFI R MI N G E AC H C H ILD ’S U N IQU EN ESS :

C L A I MI NG TE AC H A BL E MO MENTS:

Each of your grandchildren needs to know that you think

Be creative and find ways to influence each grandchild

they are uniquely gifted by God to fulfill a wonderful purpose.

through faith discussions, taking advantage of impression

Grandparents have a different perspective and have the

points. Teachable moments often come without advance notice.

opportunity to affirm each grandchild’s unique contributions

Grandparents increase the likelihood of seizing those moments

Loving T heir Mom and Dad
Si m pl e Acti ons of Support Can Have a Bi g I m pact

and to help them find their place in the world. The goal is to

by increasing face time with their grandkids. Deuteronomy 6:7

make each grandchild feel like they have you all to themselves,

describes passing on faith as something we do in the context of

Perhaps the greatest impact a grandparent can have is to

basking in the affirmation and guidance they experience from

everyday life when it says, “Talk about them when you are at

love their grandchildren’s parents. Help your grandchildren’s

you. One of the best ways to affirm your grandchild is by giving

home. Talk about them when you walk along the road. Speak

parents become more effective at home by reinforcing their

the blessing. There are five elements of an effective blessing

about them when you go to bed. And speak about them when

rules, giving them occasional breaks and making them the

that combine to have a powerful impact.

you get up.”

heroes whenever possible.

B-BE COMMITTED

BE TH E RE : A grandparent’s first priority is to

REINFORCE THE RULES:

L-LOVINGLY TOUCH

“be there” one way or another. “Being there” may mean

Try to discover and mirror the standards set by your children

overcoming the challenges posed by distance by using

when the grandchildren are in your care.

E-EXPRESS VALUE

technology or travel, or humbly resolving strained

S-SEE POTENTIAL

relationships with your children that may be keeping you

GIVE PARENTS A B REAK:

S-SAY IT

from your grandchildren. Use every opportunity to show

Mom and Dad need couple time. Single parents need rest.

unconditional love, to create lifelong memories, to teach

This provides a great opportunity for grandparents to step in

Practical ideas for giving grandchildren a special blessing can

life lessons, and to have fun. Ideas for long-distance

and help. The dynamics of babysitting can be transformed when

be found on The Blessing card included with this kit.

grandparenting can be found on the Long-Distance

grandparents see times with the grandchildren as opportunities

Grandparenting card included with this kit.

to influence and nurture little lives rather than just a chore

P R OV I DI N G A SAF E P LAC E TO TA LK :
Invest in relationships with your grandkids by intentionally

to fulfill.
NURTURE TH E FA I TH : There is nothing more valuable

creating times and opportunities to talk. Over time,

you can give as a grandparent than a strong spiritual legacy.

AFFIRM THEIR MOM AND DAD:

grandparents can earn the right to be among the most

Your gifts, time, games, food, and other contributions find

Sometimes, in an effort to be the hero, grandparents may

significant advisors to and confidants of their grandchildren.

their primary value when they are offered in the context of a

inadvertently rob parents of their rightful place as the most

You can influence some of the most critical decisions of their

Christian heritage. Be very intentional about creating

significant adults in their children’s lives. Support and encourage

lives, earning the right while they are young to influence them

opportunities to nurture faith during the years your

parents to help them be the heroes.

when they are older.

grandchildren are receptive to your influence.

Relationships are our first priority if we hope to impact
the next generation and pass a legacy of faith.

