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Take Away – Got Hope?     Text: Genesis 38:   Date: 11-29-20 
 
With your group… 
Answer each of the following questions prompted by today’s sermon.  
1. Have you ever researched your family line on Ancestory.com? If so, share some of 

the highlights and low-lights.  
2. How would you describe Tamar’s behavior? How would you describe her character? 

How does the narrative seem to present her to the readers?  
3. Why does Tamar want so desperately to belong to Judah’s family?  
4. Why does Tamar’s course of action require courage? What is she risking?  
5. Why do you suppose Judah responds as he does in Genesis 38:24?  
6. What do you make of Judah’s self-assessment in Genesis 38:26?  
7. Matthew 1 makes it clear that Perez, Tamar’s son, ultimately becomes an ancestor 

to Jesus. Why is this significant?  
8. How does this narrative challenge our assumptions about the kind of person God 

welcomes into his plan of redemption?  
9. What does this story say to believers who might want to distance themselves from 

the church?  
10. What does this story say to those who feel like outsiders to the church because of 

the “hypocrites” that are a part of it?  
11. What were your initial thoughts regarding hearing of Tamar’s life story and then 

learning that she is part of the genealogy of Jesus?   
12. React to: “Human beings love a comeback story. It’s almost like people have to do 

something dumb just to prove their humanity. If we know they have a “past” and are 
“real” then we trust them. God worked through Tamar and Judah’s story...but let me 
make one thing clear. I don’t want my kids to make the mistakes Tamar and Judah 
made. I don’t want to make those mistakes. You shouldn’t either.  

13. What do you think about the advice of, “Don’t do dumb.” to the youth in your life?  
14. React to: Imagine 10-year-old Jesus asking Joseph to tell him stories about his 

ancestors. Imagine Joseph thinking, “Okay. Which parts of this story do I need to 
censor?” Can you picture the jaw of young Jesus dropping hearing about Judah and 
Tamar? Jesus then thinks, “I came to give hope to stories like that.”  
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15. React to: “We all have skeletons in our closets - affairs and addictions and mental 
illness. The crazy thing about the Gospel is that everyone who had/has faith in the 
crucified and risen Jesus has hope. Got hope? Yessir.” 
 

With your kids… 
16. Ask your parents to tell you the story about your genealogy (family tree).  
17. What does it mean to you to know that Jesus, the Son of God, had some openly 

sinful men and women in his family tree?  
18. Why is it important to know that Jesus forgives ALL sinners and can use all people to 

do His will?  
 

On your own… 
Read Genesis 38.  
19. Why does the scripture pause in the middle of Joseph’s narrative to highlight 

Judah at his worst? 
20. How is it that Er was considered “wicked in the sight of the Lord” and 

immediately “put to death” by God, yet in the previous chapter, all 10 brothers 
engaged in what was undoubtedly an act that could be considered “wicked in the 
sight of the Lord?” 

21. Why was Onan reluctant to impregnate Tamar? 
22. What was Tamar’s original intention in sitting at the entrance to “Enaim”? Did 

she simply intend to confront Judah about his promise to marry her to Shelah or 
did she adjust on the fly when Judah assumed she was a prostitute? 

23. How did Shelah feel about his father impregnating a woman who had been 
promised to him? Was he upset or was he glad he didn’t have to carry the 
“burden” of being married to the woman through whom his two older brothers 
had been killed? 

 
 


