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Joshua 
 
Joshua is the first book in the second part of the Hebrew canon called the Prophets. 
 
This book takes its name from the great religious and military leader whose exploits it recites. 
The name Joshua, or Jehoshua, means ‘the Lord [YWHW] saves or delivers. 
 
This book begins with the people of Israel on the east side of the Jordan River.  
 
1) Joshua 1 Moving Ahead 

a) 1:1-3 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of 
Nun, Moses’ aide: “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get 
ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the 
Israelites. I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 
i) God commands Joshua to lead the people into the land promised to Abraham. 

b) 1:6-9 “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I 
swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to 
obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the 
left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart 
from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, 
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
i) There is a theme here in these verses that run throughout the book of Joshua 

c) Joshua marshals the people to get ready to cross the Jordan.  
d) He also reminds the tribes of Rueben, Gad and Manasseh to come with since they 

wanted to stay on the east side of the Jordan to settle. 
2) Joshua 2  Jericho and the Spies 

a) 2:1 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the 
land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute 
named Rahab and stayed there. 
i) Sure… they stayed there.  

b) 2:2-3 The king of Jericho was told, “Look! Some of the Israelites have come here tonight 
to spy out the land.” So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the 
men who came to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out the 
whole land.” 
i) The king was informed and wants to deal with this problem quickly. 

c) 2:4-5 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men 
came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. At dusk, when it was time 
to close the city gate, the men left. I don’t know which way they went. Go after them 
quickly. You may catch up with them.” 



i) Rahab covers for the spies. The spies were still there.  
ii) She hid them in the roof among the sticks and thatch.  
iii) Rahab makes a surprising confession… 

d) 2:8-9 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof and said to them, 
“I know that the Lord has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on 
us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. 
i) The promise is known to more than just the Israelites. It seems the entire land 

knows.  
ii) Rahab makes a plea… 

e) 2:12-13 Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my 
family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign that you will spare 
the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, 
and that you will save us from death.” 
i) Rahab is pleading for her life and the lives of her family. 
ii) The spies respond… 

f) 2:14 “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, 
we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land.” 
i) This is an unusual arrangement since the prohibition on outsiders was clear. 

g) 2:15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was 
part of the city wall. Now she had said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will not 
find you. Hide yourselves there three days until they return, and then go on your way.” 
i) She helps them escape… 
ii) She has chosen sides in this future battle 
iii) One last instruction from the spies… 

h) 2:17-19 The men said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us 
unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through 
which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your 
brothers and all your family into your house. If anyone goes outside your house into the 
street, his blood will be on his own head; we will not be responsible. As for anyone who 
is in the house with you, his blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on him. 
i) One home will be spared and everyone who is residing in that home… the one with 

the scarlet cord in the window. 
ii) They returned to Joshua and told him everything that had happened. 

3) Joshua 3 Crossing the Jordan 
a) They get ready to enter into the promised land and Joshua says this to the people… 
b) 3:5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do 

amazing things among you.” 
c) This is what happens when they cross the Jordan… 

i) 3:14-17 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the 
ark of the covenant went ahead of them. Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during 
harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their 
feet touched the water’s edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up 
in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, 
while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea ) was 



completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. The priests who 
carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the middle of 
the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the 
crossing on dry ground. 
(1) A recreation of the people of Israel walking across the Red Sea 

4) Joshua 4 The Crossing Continued… 
a) More instruction… 

i) 4:1-3 & 6-7 When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to 
Joshua, “Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell 
them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan from right where the 
priests stood and to carry them over with you and put them down at the place 
where you stay tonight.” 
In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them 
that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 
When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are 
to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever. 
 
(1) A memorial is to be made when important things happen. This won’t be the last 

memorial! 
b) The people finished crossing the Jordan… 

i) 4:17-18 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” And the 
priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord. No 
sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan 
returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before.   

5) Joshua 5 
a) Words gets out! 

i) 5:1 Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings 
along the coast heard how the Lord had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites 
until we had crossed over, their hearts melted and they no longer had the courage 
to face the Israelites. 

b) Then there was a mass circumcision because the practice didn’t happen during the 40 
years of wandering in the desert.  
i) However it does say this… 

(1) 5:8 And after the whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where they 
were in camp until they were healed.  
(a) They weren’t ready to go to war 

c) They celebrate the Passover in the Promised Land for the first time… 
i) 5:10-12 On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal 

on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. The day after the 
Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread 
and roasted grain. The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the 
land; there was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate of the 
produce of Canaan. 



(1) The end of manna from heaven. The end of one journey and the beginning of 
another. 

d) Joshua encounters an angel… 
i) 5:13-15 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in 

front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are 
you for us or for our enemies?” “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the 
army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in 
reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” The 
commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where 
you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. 
(1) Whose side are you on? Neither. That should tell us something. We should be on 

God’s side versus assuming God is on our side. 
6) Joshua 6 Jericho 

a) God speaks… 
i) 6:2-5 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, 

along with its king and its fighting men. March around the city once with all the 
armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in 
front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the 
priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound a long blast on the 
trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse 
and the people will go up, every man straight in.” 
(1) God makes a way. 
(2) God gets the credit too 
(3) They followed these instructions… 

b) On the seventh day… 
i) 6:20 When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the 

trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man 
charged straight in, and they took the city. 

c) Joshua didn’t forget about Rahab and her family… 
i) 6:22-23 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the 

prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with 
your oath to her.” So the young men who had done the spying went in and brought 
out Rahab, her father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. They 
brought out her entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. 

d) Jericho is cursed by Joshua after its complete destruction… 
i) 6:26 At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the Lord is 

the man who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: “At the cost of his firstborn son 
will he lay its foundations; at the cost of his youngest will he set up its gates.” 
(1) We don’t know how long this curse lasted since Jericho was a town during the 

time of Jesus.  
 
To be continued… 
 


