
Church Family,  

These are unique times we are living in, times in which the mission of God and the gospel are moving forward 

unhindered. The mission of the church has not been canceled because we have not been able to gather. In the recent 

Easter tornados our church has stepped up and served our community in an amazing and sacrificial way.  Ooltewah 

knows Jesus loves them because you have prayed, given, and served during this time.  

Many of you may be asking: “What is our plan to gather and return to the new normal?”  With each state and local 

government assessing a strategy for reopening, each church in our area is doing the same as well.  We will not succumb 

to governmental overreach, rather we will make decisions based on wisdom and discernment to protect our church 

family and surrounding community. Before we gather again you will know the plan for safety of our congregation.   

Here are a few things that are guiding our decision-making process at this moment:  

1. We are the only Southern Baptist Church in the Hamilton County Baptist Association with tornado damage.   

2. We have extensive debris in each of our parking lots that is awaiting pick up by Collegedale and Hamilton 

County Public Works. This is a major limitation in parking and safe mobility.   

3. Our steeple is damaged and awaiting repair crews to remove damaged metal and dry-in. The loose metal 

presents a liability until it is secured by a professional crew. Every effort is being taken to get this done as 

quickly as possible.  

4. Our roofs are being replaced by Holder Roofing. They are an amazing company who have already fixed our gym 

roof and have all the supplies ordered for our main church roofing. With the extent of the disaster in the 

Chattanooga area, you can imagine the delay in the process between order and delivery.  

5. We have several trees that are “at risk” for falling due to the root system being pushed during the storm. We 

have a trained and insured Disaster Relief Team scheduled to remove these for us at which point our guys can 

schedule a “clean up” day for the church grounds. Safety is our main concern.  

James 1:2 says this: “Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various trials, 3 because 

you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be 

mature and complete, lacking nothing” (CSB). 

Here are a few things that we know will continue:  

1. We will continue to provide online worship even after we are able to gather in the church building for worship. 

This will provide those who desire to remain at home the opportunity to worship with us.  

2. We will continue to be the church outside the brick and mortar structure we call the church. 

3. We may be doing things differently; therefore, we need patience and flexibility during this season for our church 

family.  When we do meet again we will have a plan in place for your health and safety.  

4. Because of the tornado damage we will continue to meet online until our buildings and campus are safe to 

return. We are working fast to make this happen.   

There is nothing we desire more than for our church to be together again worshipping God in the same place.  Your 

pastor and staff are in constant contact with state and local officials as well as our local church colleagues. We are not in 

this alone; rather, we are making this decision with the wisdom of those we trust who are also in this same situation. We 

appreciate your patience and prayer during this time of important decisions.  

What can we do now:  

1. Continue to pray…prayer is the work!  

2. Continue to give. Please give to the regular OBC budget.  If you are able to give above and beyond the regular 

budget, give to the Hope Center which enables our community mission!  

HOW TO GIVE: Online and by mail at PO Box 9, Ooltewah, TN 37363 

Pastor Jeremy  


