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FBCOKC – A family of faith, growing in God’s love, striving to be faithful. 

Happy Independence Day friends!   

There is so much to reflect on this year as we come to July 4th.  I am proud to 
vote in each election. I am proud that I have a voice in this country and I 
want to teach my children to exercise their constitutional right to vote when 
they are old enough.  When I was growing up my dad always talked to us 
about elections and democracy. He would quiz us about the three branches of government, a tradition I 
have continued with my children.  We would discuss candidates and any state questions on the ballot.  We 
would debate and argue with passion.  He didn’t care if we voted for the same people as long as we were 
informed and always showed up to vote.  He would say, “Decisions are made by people who show up.”    I 
am so grateful for that foundation that he laid.  When I was called up for jury duty a few years ago, it was 
my honor to serve and to be a part of democracy in action.  There was a frustrated man on the jury who 
was just frozen as we were  deliberating.  He kept saying, “The system is broken!”  Until one person said to 
him, “Yes, the system may be broken, but we don’t have to be.”   

 

Why am I talking about voting to a church?  I absolutely believe in the separation of church and state. So 
why talk about voting?  Because this is an election year and boy is it charged with emotion and passion 
and division.  I want to remind us all that in everything we do, in every position we take and every           
argument we make (in love hopefully), it is the Gospel of Jesus Christ that is our guide.  No political party 
will save us.  It is my aim to always let the Gospel be the filter by which I understand the world and not let 
the political world be the filter by which I understand the Gospel.  In a time in life when it is harder and 
harder to find the truth, we must remember to cling to the God of truth.   

 

I listened to a sermon this morning by a gifted preacher in town.  He preached a sermon based on the 
song “Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.”  It was such a great reminder.  We are the 
church, we are peacemakers (not peacekeepers and there is a difference).  We are called to live our lives in 
a way that is pleasing to the Lord.  I am so grateful to the men and women who gave their lives so that we 
might be free.  Thank you to all the men and women in our church who have served our country and made 
such great sacrifices.  May we walk in gratitude and humility as we seek to be the people of God in 
2020.  Let the voice of love ring out not the voice of hate.  Let us all remember that we are citizens of the 
Kingdom of Heaven first.  May we build a better future together for everyone.  

 

This year I am sad that we will not have our Celebrate America program that we’ve had every year for as 
long as I can remember. Each year I think of the voices that have sung in our First Family Singers Choir 
over the years and the fearless and lovable director that we said goodbye to 2 years ago this week.  You 
have inspired us to keep fighting for good and for kindness.  This year, on the 4th of July, I will be praying 
for God to bring peace on earth and let it begin with me.      Sarah            
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Love FBCOKC: We are so blessed to have this wonderful and       
enormous facility as a church.  For the past year we have had a book in 
the Commons available for you to use as a way to let us know when    
something needs attention.  It is now located just outside the             
office.  If you see a light out or  something non-urgent that needs      
repair, please put it in the book.  Lonnie Stearns, our Facilities       
Manager, checks the book daily and will update the book with notes as 
he and his crew work hard to maintain this beautiful church.  Thank 
you for helping us!   

FBCOKC Reopening Plans:  

 Phase 2 w ill begin in July.   We will resume Sunday morning Bibles Study on July 
5th.  At that point we will have all the main doors unlocked on Sunday mornings as       
usual.  Reminder, we lock the Robinson street doors at 10:45am every Sunday morning 
and encourage anyone coming at that point to use the North or South Doors.  

 Please continue to use caution.  The number of cases in Oklahoma continues to rise. Let’s 
all do our best to wash our hands often, wear masks (recommended not required) and 
practice social distancing (was that even a concept last year?!?).  You all are fantastic and 
have done a great job caring for one another.   

 Phase 3 w ill likely begin July 8 th.  Wednesday nights will look different for a 
while!  Gary and I met with the Kitchen Crew last week and came up with a plan.  

 We will not be serving meals on Wednesday nights until September.  We plan to have the 
dining hall open starting at 5pm if you want to bring your own meal or just come and visit 
(from a distance).   

 We will have 6pm Prayer Time and Bible Study. We are dreaming about what Wednesday 
nights might look like in the Fall.   

 There will be no First Family Singer Choir rehearsal or Sanctuary Choir rehearsal for 
now. 
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People are Complex 

Has this ever happened to you before? You’re watching a TV show 
or movie and the bad guy, the villain does something                    
noble.  Something redeeming.  Something that makes you ques-
tion the narrative you have in your mind about who that character 
is and their role in the story.   The best stories have this element of 
complexity about their characters where the moment you start    
dividing the good guys from the bad guys, you’re surprised by an unexpected moment of 
kindness or grace by the “bad” guy.  It speaks to the notion that we are far worse judges 
of character than we think we are.   

People are complex, nuanced creatures.  We all have darkness and light within us.  We 
are so quick to write people off these days for literally anything and everything, often 
when we don’t even have the full story.  I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to live 
in a world void of forgiveness and redemption.  We, as the people of God, are to push 
back against the temptation to decide who is good and who is bad as if we can play 
God.  If we judge the totality of a person’s life on their worst moment, we have lost our 
way as followers of Jesus.  Our actions and words absolutely have consequences.  We 
need to be held accountable.  But far too often we allow singular moments to color our 
view of a person’s heart.  Social media has destroyed our capacity for nuance,             
complexity, and genuine conversations that lead to growth.  When we distill a person’s 
worth down to what “side” they are on, we have ceased to love them as image-bearers of 
our God. 

So who are the “villains” in your story?  Here is my challenge to you this week: do the 
hard work of seeing their humanity because it’s in there somewhere.  Perhaps your   
prayer needs to be, “God, give me eyes to see the humanity in every person I encounter, 
including the ones I’ve hardened my heart against.”  Who knows?  God has a way of    
surprising us.  It could be that He uses that very person to be vessel of His grace and 
love to you.  Wouldn’t that make for an amazing story?!    Brad 
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Loving Our Community This Summer 

During recent months, many people have been asking how we can help to serve our community. One of 
the ways has been the continued service of food  distribution through Care-
ForOKC. But this summer, we have 2 additional ways to love our community. 

 

First, on August 16th, we will be hosting the American Red Cross for a             
community-wide blood drive. It will be from 9a-3p in our Dining Hall. If you’d 
like to donate blood, we would love it if you would make plans to donate on 
the 16th. 

 

Second, we are holding our annual School Supply Drive now through August 9th. We are partnering with 
Thelma Parks Elementary School and Positive Tomorrows. Thelma Parks partners with Restore OKC in 
the gathering of school supplies and uniforms. We will gather supplies all summer, and then have a        
back-to-school service on Sunday morning, August 9th.  

 

For both schools, you can use the list below for purchasing school supplies. Restore OKC also has an       
Amazon Wish List if you would like to buy supplies online. Email Andrew Bowles 
(andrewbowles@fbcokc.org) for the Amazon link. 

 

Restore OKC will be doing a bulk order of school uniforms for Thelma Parks, so if you would like to       
donate money toward their goal of $5,000, please email Andrew for that donation link, as well. 

 

Thank you for being a church that loves our community well! Let’s use these opportunities to continue to 
bring hope to our city. 

Andrew 

Thrive Marriage Conference Rescheduled 

We are excited to announce that after coordinating with our special guests, we have rescheduled the 
THRIVE Marriage Conference for February 12-13, 2021! More details will be announced in the coming 
months, but it’s never too early to start making Valentines Day plans. We hope you will join us next     
February! 

mailto:andrewbowles@fbcokc.org
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Walk Through the Psalms w/Aaron & Grace Ogburn 

During the month of July, you have the opportunity to walk through the Psalms and get 
a glimpse into their work as Bible translators. Grace and her colleagues will be working 
through the Psalms, translating them into 3 East African languages. They will go 
through each of the 150 Psalms making sure they’re ready to go to print. You can       
journey along with them through Grace’s daily reflections on their work. We hope you’ll 
join in! 

 

To learn more about this project, you can watch a short video at: https://
vimeo.com/428483087 

To sign up for these daily reflections, you can sign-up here: http://eepurl.com/cmnFQP  

***Deacon Nominations to begin July 12. Ballots will be available in the commons 

***Quarterly Business Meeting July 29, 6:00pm in the dining hall 

********The church office will be closed Monday, July 6th in observance of Independence Day********. 

We are getting a beautiful new electronic sign for outside the church!  This has been a 
dream for years and we are so happy it is going to happen soon.  The sign is only possible 
because our beloved friend Linda Staples left an incredibly generous gift to the church in 
her passing.  The sign will be done in her honor.  If you would like to contribute to the cost 
of the masonry for the sign, we would be most grateful.  Any amount we get beyond our 
need will go to replenishing the reserve account.  Thank you so much to those who have 
already given.  You can give online through our website or mark your offering                    
envelopes to reflect you intention to give to the sign.  It is so exciting to see all the ways 
God is leading us into a bright and hopeful future as the Lighthouse on the Corner.   

Sarah 

https://vimeo.com/428483087
https://vimeo.com/428483087
http://eepurl.com/cmnFQP
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FBCOKC MINISTERS 

Re-Opening Plan for Adult Bible Study Groups on Sunday, July 5 

Adult Bible Study Groups will begin meeting in-person at FBCOKC on Sunday, July 5th at 9:30am!  Check out the details/
plan for each group below.  Each group will be practicing social distance in their meeting spaces.  

 

Chapel Class – Will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall (south side of room)  on the Ground Floor .  Contact Toni Adams for 
more information. 

 

Righteous Renegades & Discovery Class – Both groups will be meeting together spaced out in the main coffee shop 
area. The Coffee Shop is located on the Ground Floor.  These groups normally use side rooms in the Coffee Shop but both 
groups will stay in the large open area.  Joey Clifton and Marie Davis will be sharing teaching responsibilities.  Contact Joey 
or Marie for more information. 

 

Good Shepherd Class – Will be meeting in their normal space in CareForOKC.  Contact Alan Hicks for more information. 

 

Higher Ground – Will be meeting in the Parlor on the Ground Floor next to the Chapel.  Please note this is a change to 
their normal  location on the 3rd floor.  Contact Christi McConnell for more information. 

 

30-Somethings – Will be meeting in their normal room on the 3rd floor.  Contact Victoria Malony for more information. 

 

20-Somethings – Will be meeting in their normal room on the 3rd floor.  Contact Ariel Koerner for more information. 
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Budget Report:  

Includes contributions 
through:  June  

  

Budget Requirements thus 
far (thru the Month of June) 

     
297,213.00  

    

Budget Receipts Received 
Thus Far     

     
275,255.56  

    

Budget Requirements-Month 
       
49,535.50  

    

Budget Receipts Received 
This Period 

       
53,700.00  

    

Received to Date (%) For Cur- 108% 

    

Received to Date (%) For Year 
(thru June) 93% 


