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This past week I came across this beautiful painting by Van Gogh called “The Good Samaritan.” What do
you notice as you look at his interpretation of this passage? I notice the priest almost out of sight and the
Levite a little ways up the road. You can see the mountains and ravine and narrow path. Mostly, I am
captivated by the wounded man. He looks just pitiful. This painting provoked a lot of thought about the
practical side of helping the wounded man. The Samaritan had to be up close to him. You don’t bandage
wounds from a distance. To lift a wounded grown man onto a horse or donkey would be no easy
task. Lastly, I note the look of desperation on the face of the man being helped.
Have you ever helped a child who is hurt? When Noah was small I was pushing baby Luke in the stroller
and Noah fell off his bike. He busted open his chin. There was blood everywhere and screaming. Gracious,
the screaming! I had to pick him up, leave the bike on the side of the road, and run back to the house
pushing the stroller. By the time we got home, we were both
covered in his blood, snot, and tears. He was beside himself at
the sight of all that blood. It was a challenge to take care of him
and he probably weighed 40lbs at the time. Van Gogh’s painting
made me think of that experience. How much more would go
into helping a half dead man on the side of the road?
Loving our neighbor is not something that can often be done
from a distance and without cost. We almost always get messy in
the process. We have to step into someone else’s world and see
things through their eyes, not as we imagine it. Loving others
means really seeing them and being willing to do something to
help.

How has someone done this in your life? Are there people who
have been there for you when you felt broken and down in the
dirt? On Sunday I gave you a challenge. Ask yourself an honest
question: “When you see someone hurting and broken, is your
first thought love or judgment/assumptions.” If you don’t like
the answer to that question, change it. Start by spending time in
God’s word. Then consider the wise words of CS Lewis, “Do not
waste time bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbor; act as if
you did. As soon as we do this we find one of the great secrets.
When you are behaving as if you loved someone, you will
presently come to love him.”
Join me on Wednesday night on Facebook as Toni Adams and I offer a midweek devotional at 6pm. Then
join us on Sunday morning for a wonderful service as we celebrate Mother’s Day and look at the story in
Luke 10 about Mary and Martha. Blessings my friends. You are loved. Sarah
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Verses Project for May 2021 – James1:1-5 (see below)
When we internalize God’s word and memorize it, transformation happens. Mere words on a page are
transformed into the Living Word of God alive inside of us. It impacts our actions, speech, character, and
witness in the world. That’s why we’re starting “Verses Project” at FBCOKC where you will be challenged to
memorize one passage of scripture per month. Of course you are welcome to memorize more than one
passage but we’re setting a reachable goal that all of our church family – from kids to senior adults – can
memorize. You can do this as an individual or invite your family to join you in memorizing God’s
word. You’re free to choose your favorite translation. Below is a link to a Bible Memory app that helps
people learn how to memorize scripture! It’s available for both apple and android devices. If you’re committing to join us in Verses Project, email bradstewart@fbcokc.org or call us so we know to be encouraging you
along the way!
https://biblememory.com/
May 2021 – James 1:1-5
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:
Greetings.
2 Consider

it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.

FBCOKC Passport Kids Camp – July 24-27:

Brownwood, TX

Kids camp is for kids who’ve completed 3rd – 6th grades. Dates are Sunday, July 24 – Tuesday, July 27 in
Brownwood, TX. Brownwood is 5 hrs. away. We had a blast at camp in 2019 and we’re really excited
about going again. Price and more details coming soon. Just wanted to gauge your interest. Check out
the link below to get a sense of what camp is like!

https://passportcamps.org/kids-camps/
Volunteers Needed for A/V Ministry
Do you enjoy technology and want to use those gifts to serve the church? We’d love for you to consider
serving with the Audio/Visual (Media) Ministry of FBCOKC. The last year has given us the opportunity to
strengthen and expand our online ministry presence with enhanced life-streaming capabilities to our
Facebook page, FBCOKC App, and our website. We are grateful to those who have given much time and
energy to this ministry, and we’d like to expand this ministry’s volunteer pool. The Media Ministry currently
includes: running sound in the sanctuary, sound for our live stream, camera work, and our newest addition
of adding announcement and lyric slides to our live stream. And this is only the beginning! If you’re
interested in learning more, email Andrew Bowles (andrewbowles@fbcokc.org) or Steven McConnell
(stevenm@weokie.org).
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FBCOKC Ministers and Staff
Sarah Stewart, Pastor…………………...…………………………………...……………………………………………...……232-4255 extension 121
Andrew Bowles, Minister of Students and Missions………………………………………………………..232-4255 extension 123
Brad Stewart, Minister for Discipleship ………………..………………………….……………………....……...232-4255 extension 122
Steven McConnell, Minister of Music………………………………..…………………………………………………...…...cell: 405-246-6687
Don Clothier, Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…cell: 405-408-2145
Jordan Browne, Children’s Coordinator……………………………………………………………………………….232-4255 extension 124
Lonnie Stearns, Facilities Manager……………………………………………………….…....232-4255 extension 150/cell: 245-5717
Barbara Ward, Financial Services Coordinator………………………………………………..………………...232-4255 extension 118
Toni Adams Executive Ministry Associate………..………………….…….………………………………….... 232-4255 extension 112
Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals
We will be concluding our use of Common Prayer at the end of May! I’m (Brad) so thankful for the ways
God has used this resource to lead us in prayer, open up to us the beauty of liturgy, teach us the truth of
God’s Word, and educate us on the church fathers and mothers whose faith is our foundation. Stay tuned
for something new to begin this August 2021!

FBCOKC—Come be YOU with US!
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Cleaning Supplies Needed for Hope Is Alive House

This year, FBCOKC “adopted” the Hope Is Alive W2 home. Part of our support agreement is providing the
house with cleaning supplies. Right now, they really need Swiffer WetJet cleaning pads. Other
recommended cleaning supplies include: Clorox toilet bowl cleaner, Clorox wipes, trash bags, dish soap,
Pledge furniture spray, glass cleaner, etc. If you would like to donate cleaning supplies, you may drop them
off at the church office and we will make sure that they get to the house. If you’re unable to purchase
specific items, but would like to donate financially, you can give to the Missions Budget by designating your
gift either on a giving envelope or online. Thanks for loving our community by loving on the W2 HIA Home!

CareforOKC clothes pantr y is anticipating opening u p som etim e in Ju ne and o ne o f
their needs is tennis shoes, all sizes for adults and children. Please hold off bringing anymore clothes
for right now so some last minute organization can take place. We will let you know when you can start
donating clothes again. Also, CareforOKC has plenty of egg cartons and plastic bags for right now. Thank
you for bringing those items.
This month CareforOKC food pantry will be needing peanut butter and ramen noodles.
Thank you for brining those items to the church during the weeks operating hours.

Mother’s Day photo booth will be available on Sunday morning out
in the commons, so step up and make a memory.

