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As we celebrated six high school graduates and one college graduate 
on Sunday I kept thinking about all the people who supported them 
along the way.  They had parents and grandparents, foster parents 
and step parents, Sunday school teachers, KOB leaders, children’s 
ministers and youth ministers who walked this journey with 
them.  This group of grads in particular had incredible grandparents 
and foster parents.  Somehow we all get to feel like we cross the finish 

line with them as they stand in their cap and gown.  They did and we got to watch it and 
cheer for them along the way.   

As a parent with three small children, I am so grateful for all the adults in our church who 
love and support all the children in our church.  What a gift for these children to grow up in 
a church where they feel loved and feel safe to ask their really big tough questions.  The     
children and youth in our church aren’t expected to be perfect because none of the adults are 
pretending like we are perfect.  We all recognize just how much grace it takes from God to 
make it through each day.  Thank you church family for the ways you walk in truth and 
grace.   

In the coming weeks we will begin to worship in person once more.  We are working on     
putting together a more detailed plan for reopening the church.  Our aim is still June 7th for 
in-person worship.  We will continue to offer online worship every week.  That will not 
change.  We will each need to make the best decision we can for us as individuals and for our 
families.  Please know if you decide for any reason to worship online only for however long, 
we are still one body in Christ.  You are ONE 
family!  No matter what.  I love you all and I am 
so grateful I get to be your pastor.  What a 
strange time to be a pastor (and a first time     
pastor at that)!  You have loved me well and           
encouraged me in this journey.  Thank you for all 
the ways you have continued to support the    
ministry and ministers of FBCOKC.  You are an 
incredible body of believers.   

Keep going friends.  You’re doing great.  We can 
do hard things.  In fact, we can do all things 
through Christs who strengthens us.  Join me on 
Wednesday night for our Midweek  Devotional 
and then on Sunday morning for our worship 
service.  We will take communion together, so 
please have the elements with you when you join 
us online at 10:30.  I pray for you and believe in 
you.   Sarah 
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The Ant in the Circle of Chalk 

I’ve been spending lots of time outside with my boys in the backyard.  They love to 
jump on the trampoline, throw balls, play Frisbee, shoot waterguns at each other, 
and blow bubbles.  Griffin (3) has been especially interested in drawing on the back 
patio with sidewalk chalk.  We sit on the ground and draw letters, shapes, and        
anything else his little imagination conceives.  He stops and observes the ants as they 
crawl across the sidewalk.  He’s always interested in where they came from and 
where they are going.  The other day I saw an ant walking by one of Griffin’s drawings and I drew a circle 
around it with the chalk.  I wanted to see what the ant would do.  I was curious to see what would happen.  It 
was fascinating to watch: the ant would walk up to the chalk boundary and then recede back to the middle of 
the circle.  It would then go a different   direction but had the same response when it hit the chalk.  I watched 
this for about ten minutes.   

If homeschooling has taught me anything these past few months, it’s that patience is a virtue worth                
cultivating.  Something new happened after ten minutes passed.  The ant once again walked up to the edge of 
chalk, but instead of retreating back to the center it stood still for a moment.  It didn’t retreat.  And then after a       
minute of hemming and hawing, the ant walked through the chalk circle and continued on with its business for 
the day.  I apologize if you’re an ant-rights activist but I promise you the ant was not harmed in any way and it 
was alive the last time I saw it. 

Could we learn something from this little experiment, besides the fact that I (Brad) need to get out more        
often?  First, the ant initially believed the chalk circle was not merely a line of chalk but an impassable         
boundary.  A wall, a locked door, an impenetrable fortress, a prison.  I, of course, could see using my              
perspective that it was just a circle of chalk.  There was nothing keeping the ant from crossing it except the 
ant’s perceived fears of getting hurt by the chalk or not knowing what was on the other side.     

I know people who live their lives encircled by a chalk boundary metaphorically  speaking.  Maybe they did 
something or something was done to them and the wounds run deep.  It may have happened long ago but in 
their mind it was yesterday.  And the chalk they’re encircled in consists of fear, bitterness, anger, hatred, 
shame, and mistrust.  They may walk up to the edge of the chalk boundary occasionally to see if there’s a way 
out, but they always  retreat back to the center.   The wall can’t be breached, the prison is locked down tight, 
there is simply no way out.  But what if that’s not the truth?  What if they weren’t trapped like they thought 
they were?  

I don’t mean to suggest a person’s very real emotional, spiritual, or physical pain can be cured just like an ant 
stepping across a line of chalk.  It’s never that simple.  In no way do I want to minimize the pain or trauma of 
living in a broken world.  But I do wonder if sometimes I am sitting in a jail cell with the door wide open and 
for whatever  reason I don’t want to get up and walk out.  Maybe I don’t want to forgive someone or I don’t 
want to ask for forgiveness even though I know I was wrong.  Or perhaps we’ve become so comfortable within 
our chalk circle.  Even though we know it’s a prison and we’re miserable, somehow it feels safer than crossing 
the line and letting God remake us into something new.  The irony is we’re not willing to risk crossing the line 
(whatever the line is for you) but we are willing to go living in brokenness.   

The obvious question for us to ponder is this: what is your chalk circle?  Is there a situation, relationship,      
addiction, or something else in your life that has made you feel trapped?  Are you willing to (with God’s help 
and that of friends/family) take a step towards freedom, restoration, redemption, and new life?  For a lot of us, 
pride is such an evil friend.  It promises us “rightness” in exchange for our righteousness.  In other words, the 

morality of my actions and words is irrelevant in my pursuit of 
being right.  Perhaps the first step we should take is a prayer of 
discernment where we ask God to illuminate the things holding us 
captive.  

I didn’t have a chance to track down that ant to thank him or her 
for the lesson taught that day.  He or she probably found one of 
Griffin’s dropped cookies in the grass and had a feast.  Maybe I’ll 
just thank God instead and keep an eye out for anything else he’s 
trying to teach me.  You do the same and tell me what you find.     

Brad 



FAMILY BUILDING COMMUNITY 

Stay Connected from a Distance 

Even though we are all keeping our distance from one another, there’s still plenty of ways to stay connected 
to your church family!  

We are posting a LOT of new content to our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/firstbaptistokc). This is 
where Sarah will be delivering her sermons, we’ll have prayer times, interactive questions, and much more. 
The page is open to the public, so you don’t have to have a Facebook account to view the page. 

 Please use our Facebook page as a way to stay connected! Think of it as our virtual church building. 

 If you have a prayer request that you would like to submit, please email PrayFirst@fbcokc.org. If you 
would like to receive the Pray First emails, please email PrayFirst@fbcokc.org. 

 We have a new website! If you haven’t heard, we’ve been working on a new website for several months. 
It’s got a fresh look and is easy to navigate. Check it out at www.fbcokc.org 

 Finally, reach out to your fellow church members. Give them a call, a text, or video chat. We’re all in this 
together, so find creative ways to stay connected. 

http://www.facebook.com/firstbaptistokc
mailto:PrayFirst@fbcokc.org
mailto:PrayFirst@fbcokc.org
http://www.fbcokc.org
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Communion Sunday 

This Sunday during online       
worship, we will take Communion 
together. Find elements that you 
have around your house (don’t 
feel the need to go shopping solely 
to find Communion elements) 
and join us for worship on Sunday 
at 10:30 on Facebook Live or on 
fbcokc.org/live.  
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We need Christ.  No m atter  how  hard life gets w e need the 

Lord, from start to finish.  I would never think of running a race     

without shoes; I would never bake a cake without an oven; and I would 

never wash my hair without water. So we should  never think about 

doing this life without giving the Lord our heart.  The Lord is a basic 

essential, non-negotiable in our lives.  So why do we try to do this life 

thing without God?  As we accept where we are, claim out loud……  I love you God, I need you 

and I accept what you have for me.  Start there and as you look at your circumstances as being 

divinely appointed, we see God.  Strain to see Him.  Fight to see Him.  Because at the             

beginning, in the middle and at the end…. He wins and so you win.  And then pretty soon we 

stand taller and stronger because we hear our feeble requests, which is our best, but know 

that God knows the better that we need.  Is this easy?  No!  That is why we have to claim “we 

do not know what we ought to pray for” Romans 

8:26.  We don’t run from suffering and pain but we 

trust Romans 8:28, all things God works for the good 

of those who love Him. Things we think are against us 

are actually propelling, preparing and producing our 

progress and strengthening our core foundation.   

Help us Lord to know what is true 
Amid life’s up’s and downs, 
So when our life seems hard to pursue 
We trust you all around. 
 
Today we give you all that’s due 
And walk the life you give, 
With a hope that as we look to you 
We honor you as we live. 
 
Toni 

It is our hope to resume in-person worship services at the beginning of 

June.   That is our aim and our hope, but we will continue to walk with caution, 

paying attention to medical professionals.  This first step will be for worship        

services only (no Bible Study or Wednesday night activities).   
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