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FBCOKC – A family of faith, growing in God’s love, striving to be faithful. 

It amazes me how ancient words spoken 
so long ago, stories that happened long 
before our lifetime, can speak with such 
power and relevance into our lives      
today.  Stories of great men and women 
of old told throughout Scripture guide 
us, encourage us, and speak to us 
still.  The story we studied this past   
Sunday from Nehemiah 5 pointed us to 
see each other not as enemies but as 
family.  The message from God was to 
care for those around us who are struggling or hurting.  Treat everyone with love and care for you never 
know what difficult road they may walk.  

The problem in Nehemiah 5 was that some of the Jews were taking advantage of other Jews who were    
going through a hard time financially. No one had broken the Mosaic Law, but one group was profiting 
from the other groups misfortunate and despair.  The people who were starving raised a great outcry 
against their fellow Jews.  And do you know what happened? They listened.  Think about that for a         
moment.  They listened to each other.  They were able to listen to a perspective that was different from 
their own.  That alone is worthy to consider. When they listened to one another they were able to find a 
path forward that was good for everyone.  Oh that the world would learn to do this again. 

It is my prayer that we would see the world through God’s eyes.  That we would be able to see each other 
as brothers and sisters.  I challenge you to slow down this week.  Slow down and really pay attention to the 
people around you.  Love one another well.  Jesus said in John 13, “A new command I give you: Love one 
another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples if you love one another.”  Friends, love one another well.  Listen to each other and consider the 
world through someone else’s eyes.  Be kind to everyone you meet for they walk a harder road than you 
can see.  

   Today I give thanks for all God is doing in and through First Baptist Church.  I celebrate at the good 
work God is doing through the ministry of CareForOKC.  I give thanks for you, church family, as you love 
those in our community as Christ loved you. I rejoice as I hear reports from all 8 D-Groups at how God is 
working and blessing through this discipleship ministry.  We look forward with hopeful anticipation to all 
that God will continue to do through FBCOKC in the days ahead.  Would you join me in praying for God to 
provide for our all our needs?  We are growing with new members and new life all around us, and yet our 
budget is falling behind.  We trust that God will provide and ask you to pray with us.  Today, I give thanks 
to the Lord for each one of you.  Blessings my friends.   Sarah 

Attention: Road Closures This Sunday, Oct. 17 

Please be aware that a road race will be taking place this Sunday morning around FBCOKC.  We advise 
using I-235 to take the 10th Street exit to avoid road closures.  To get more detailed information about 
road closures, go to hotchocolate15k.com to view their course map.  Leave a few minutes early for church! 

http://www.hotchocolate15k.com/


FAMILY BUILDING COMMUNITY 

Men’s Camping Retreat – November 12-14 

All gentlemen are invited to join us for a Men's Retreat as we camp 
at Doris Campground in the Wichita Mountains! We will enjoy 
hiking, fishing, games, worship, and more! We'll begin the week-
end Friday evening and wrap up Sunday around noon. Cost is $25 
per person. More details coming soon! 

https://fbcokc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6b5f5f34-329d-4c5a-bf61-
ea4663bed433  

Throwing Down the Gauntlet: A Scripture Memory 
Challenge 

Here’s the challenge and the invitation: memorize a 

portion or all of Philippians 2:1-18.   

How are you doing? 

https://biblememory.com/ 

Budget Report:  

Includes contributions 
through:  October  

Budget Requirements thus 
far (thru the Month of      
October) 

     
499,713.80  

Budget Receipts Received 
Thus Far     

     
396,068.58  

Budget Requirements-
Month 

       
49,971.38  

Budget Receipts Received 
This Period 

       
12,298.00  

Received to Date (%) For 
Current Month 25% 

Received to Date (%) For 
Year (thru October) 79% 

FBCOKC Ministers and Staff 
Sarah Stewart, Pastor…………………...…………………………………...………………………………………232-4255 extension 121 

Brad Stewart, Minister for Discipleship ………………..………………………………….………....……...232-4255 extension 123 

Ariel Koerner, Minister for Young Families…………………………………………………………………..232-4255 extension 122 

Steven McConnell, Minister of Music……………………………….…………………………………………...…...cell: 405-246-6687 

Don Clothier, Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…cell: 405-408-2145 

Lonnie Stearns, Facilities Manager………………….…………..…….…………….…....232-4255 extension 150/cell: 245-5717 

Barbara Ward, Financial Services Coordinator…………….……………………………..………………...232-4255 extension 118 

Toni Adams,  Executive Ministry Associate…….…………….….…….………………………………….... 232-4255 extension 112 

Youth Fall Retreat! 

When: November 6th-7th  

Where: Scot and Ginger Sigler's Lake House at Lake 
Eufaula  

Price: $25  

Enjoy time to relax and grow closer to each other and 
God. If your youth are interested in the fall retreat, 
please let Ariel know. 

https://fbcokc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6b5f5f34-329d-4c5a-bf61-ea4663bed433
https://fbcokc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6b5f5f34-329d-4c5a-bf61-ea4663bed433
https://biblememory.com/


FAMILY BUILDING COMMUNITY 

Trunk or Treat! Saturday, October 23rd from 3-5pm 

Join us in the North Parking Lot for a fun afternoon of trick-or-treating, bounce houses, games, food, and 
more! This event is free, and all are welcome to join us, so get the word out! If you are interested in serving 
for this event, here are ways you can help: decorate your car trunk for trick-or-treating, donate candy,       
donate money for purchasing candy, assist with set-up or clean-up, or monitor bounce houses. Volunteer 
sign-up will be in the Commons or just email Ariel at akoerner@fbcokc.org if you want to help! Thanks for 
helping us be the presence of Jesus to our community. Unless you are providing a trunk for trick-or-
treating, please plan on parking in the South Lot and walking over to the North Lot. If you are providing a 
trunk, you must be parked and ready to go by 2:45pm so we can promptly start at 3:00pm. 
Thank you.  

Bring wrapped candy and put in the Candy Monster box in the commons.  Thank you 

It’s time for some friendly competition!  

We will be having a “Best Trunk” competition during trunk or treat this year.  

Can’t wait to see what you all come up with! 

Growing in God’s Love Every Sunday (G.I.G.G.L.E.S) is starting back up! If you are interest-

ed in helping with G.I.G.G.L.E.S. please let Ariel know. We have some amazing children and it is a bless-

ing to get to spend time with them. To help protect our most vulnerable and those who can’t get vaccinat-

ed, we ask for all volunteers to be vaccinated at this time. Thank you.  

In search of KOB shirts!  

Ariel is searching for past Kids Off Broadway shirts. Specifically, 2012 and earlier. If you have any of the 
past shirts, you’d be willing to donate, please let Ariel know.   Bring them by the office or pass them directly 
to her. Thank you! 

mailto:akoerner@fbcokc.org


******CareforOKC is in immediate need of canned meats such as chicken, salmon, tuna, 

Spam, and Vienna sausages.  

FAMILY BUILDING COMMUNITY 
Bedlam Canned Food Drive – In Progress 

Score update coming this Sunday. 

The contest ends on Sunday, November 7 when we announce the    
winner!   

CareForOKC will be using these donations to make Thanksgiving and 
Christmas baskets for families in our community.  This is a great way 
to have some fun, friendly, competition all for a great cause. 

You can score points for your team (OU, OSU, Green and Gold) by      
donating non-perishable food items (see list below for suggestions) at 
the Drop Box in The Commons. Monetary donations are also accepted 
at https://fbcokc.org/give or in person at the church office or during 
the offering in worship. $1 donation equals one can. Click on the link, 
select CareForOKC in the drop-down menu, and in the “Notes” section 

put “Canned Food Drive” and what team you’re supporting: OSU, Green and Gold, or OU! 

Suggested Items to Donate: 

 Stuffing mix (Stove Top, etc...) 

 Chicken broth 

 Cake Mixes and frostings 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Canned Vegetables (corn, potatoes, etc.…) 

 Canned Sweet Potatoes (yams) 

FBCOKC—Come be YOU with US ! 

https://fbcokc.org/give

