
May 13, 2020  
  
Dear Lexington Baptist Church Family,  
   
I’m so excited to let you know that we’re planning to re-open by the end of this month! Here 
are the main things to know right now (watch for more information soon).  
   
Background  
March 15 was the first Sunday of the lockdown—which makes nine Sundays so far that we 
haven’t been able to gather as a church for worship. Through this time our staff has continued to 
provide ministry to our people; but we’ve also been preparing for the day we could 
reopen. We stayed in touch with developing events in the nation and our own community; we 
talked with many leaders in other churches; and we consulted with doctors and nurses in our own 
church who’ve been a special help in providing medical expertise.  
   
Current status  
Over the last few weeks the lockdown has started to ease off, to the point where Governor 
McMaster is now gradually authorizing the opening of different levels of businesses and public 
gatherings. Most churches now seem to plan on re-opening in a window beginning now through 
the first of June. After long, careful and prayerful discussions, our plan is to re-open on Sunday, 
May 31. Like all dates in this situation, though, that date could change if conditions significantly 
worsen. Also, please be aware that this plan is only for the first phase of re-opening. As 
conditions improve through the next few months, we plan to move into the second phase and add 
more ministries and programs as called for.  
   
Our plan  
Here are the major details of our plan:  

• We’ll return to our normal schedule of 9:00 and 10:30 morning worship (the services will 
last 45-50 minutes). Both hours will be livestreamed. Overflow seating will be available in 
the Fellowship Hall and Chapel (both venues are already connected to our livestream feed)  
• No Sunday School or Child Care (the worship services will be child friendly). Families 
will need to sit together in the worship services.  
• Seating in all venues will be structured to provide for social distancing. This will 
effectively cut our seating capacity to at least half our normal capacity.  
• People will be encouraged to wear masks.  
• Exit and Entrance doors into the Worship Center will be dedicated for each service so 
that everyone is moving in the same direction. Ushers will be posted at all doors.  
• Offering won’t be taken through plates but will be received through boxes at the Worship 
Center doors.  
• Cleaning stations will be available at key locations.  
• The Worship Center will be cleaned between services.  
• The rest rooms will be re-designated in order to preserve social distancing requirements. 
Our professional crew will clean the restrooms between services.  
• The normal items that are available in the Worship Center that might become 
contaminated won’t be available: coffee stations, water fountains (bottled water will be 
available), pew Bibles and hymnals, etc.  



• No choir or orchestra.  
• We’ll provide detailed information of our plan as well as specific instructions regarding 
health considerations for our people in the week before May 31.  
• First Baptist West Columbia will also re-open in accordance with our schedule.  

What you can do  
• Please continue to pray for our community, nation and world. Also pray for our church 
family as we move into this first phase of our reopening. Especially pray that many people 
would discover the love of Jesus through this season.  
• We’ll be conducting a poll through our Social Media accounts to get an estimate of how 
many will attend on May 31 and at what hours. We want to prepare as best we can.  
• If you don’t think it’s a good idea for you to attend at this time, don’t! Please continue 
worshiping through livestream.  

  
On another note, this Sunday is Graduate Recognition Day, and even though our graduates won’t 
be able to go through their respective graduation services, we want to celebrate them in a special 
way. So at 9:45am this Sunday, before our online worship begins at 10:30, we’ll have an online 
service that will allow you to meet our graduates and hear a little of their stories. This is such an 
important moment in their lives, and as their church family, we want to encourage them in every 
way we can. So join us on livestream to cheer them on!  
  
Our church website (lexingtonbaptist.org) is continually updated with the latest information. On 
it you’ll also find two important links. The first is for PRAYER. Our heart is always for ministry, 
so if you or someone you know needs special prayer, we want to lift them up to the Lord. Please 
click on that button (you may also call our church prayer line at 803.808.7729 or 
email pray@lexingtonbaptist.org) and let us know how we can help.  
  
The second button is for GIVING. This button will take you to our online giving platform. You 
may also give by dropping your offering by our church office during business hours or mailing 
your offering to:  

Lexington Baptist Church  
308 East Main Street  
Lexington, SC 29072  

  
In Christ,  
 


