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From the Pastor
Many people in churches today want to get ready for Easter but
don’t know how.
Christmas is easy. We’re reminded of the holiday’s approach
as early as October if you pay attention to the shopping
advertisements. Most congregations go all-out in decorating
their sanctuaries around the end of November. Add to that the
abundance of music programs along with numerous special
worship services—well, giving Jesus’ birth its due isn’t a problem.
Why don’t we find it as easy to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection?
Not all Christian traditions struggle as much as evangelical
groups do like our own Baptist denomination. For example,
more liturgical denominations give more focused attention to the
Senior Pastor
run-up to Easter in a six week period called, “Lent.” Most of us
are familiar with at least the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday.
That’s the day when groups like Catholics and Anglicans have
special services to place ashes on their congregation’s foreheads as a sign of repentance. The idea
is that the forty days between then and Easter are set aside for dealing with personal sin so that on
Easter morning, they’re spiritually prepared to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.

Mike Turner

Wow—that’s pretty intense, isn’t it?
The funny thing about the whole Lent thing, though, is how even among Baptists there’s a certain
appeal to it. Not so much for the ashes on the forehead thing as for the intentional way it brings
Jesus followers into a deeper awareness of the importance of the resurrection.
So how can we do that? Or do that better?
There are lots of ways. A forty-day devotional guide dedicated to the season. Taking a special
couple of days off during these weeks for a personal prayer retreat. Attending our Maundy Thursday
service on the Thursday before Easter. Many people, even in Baptist churches, choose to do without
favorite foods.
One way we’re doing it as a church is with a special series of Sunday morning sermons beginning
March 1 called, “Freedom Road: Walking with Jesus to the Cross.” For four weeks, we’ll walk with
Jesus through the events he went through in the days leading up to his crucifixion. Beginning with
his anointing at Bethany through his prayer in
Gethsemane, we’ll allow his words to speak into
our hearts as a way of getting us ready for Easter.
I hope you’ll take this road with us.
However the Lord may lead you into getting
ready, I hope you’ll be intentional about it.
Nothing so feeds our souls as to celebrate the
season of Easter!
See you Sunday!
Pastor Mike
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FOLLOWING JESUS!
Following the leader is definitely something preschoolers love and understand. What they
need to learn is that throughout life there will be countless choices of leaders they can follow.
We want them to know who the best leader is to follow. And that is Jesus! Jesus is the best
leader we can follow!
By the end of this month, when we ask preschoolers “who can you follow,” our
prayer is that they will answer, “I can follow Jesus.” Why? Because Jesus loves
us, and He will always lead us in the best way. As you go through this month, ask
yourself…Who are you following?

Sabrina Hooker

Preschool Ministry Director
shooker@lexingtonbaptist.org

FOR PRESCHOOLERS
Week 1: John the Baptist
Matthew 3:3-4, 11, 13-17
John told people that Jesus is special.
Week 2: Andrew and Peter; John and James
Matthew 4:18-22; Luke 5:1-11
Jesus says, “Follow Me.”
Week 3: Matthew (Tax Collector)
Matthew 9:9-12
Everyone can follow Jesus.
Week 4: The Twelve
The Gospels
I can follow Jesus.
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Week 5: Love One Another
John 13:34-35
When I follow Jesus, I can love everyone.

SPRING CLEANING OUR HEARTS
Spring is in the air! When
I was growing up, my
mom made us go a little
crazy each year with spring
cleaning during spring break.
Living close to Myrtle Beach, we
typically had a day or two at the beach,
but before the fun, we had a list of tasks and projects.
We cleaned out, simplified, and repaired things that were
broken. I dreaded those few days of hard work in our house,
but I loved the results in the end. Somehow, the work was
worth it. A decluttered and cleaned room made me feel so
peaceful and free.
The same is true with our big idea for this month forgiveness. When we don’t forgive, it clutters our hearts and
minds and keeps us from having a growing relationship with
God and others. We will all get hurt, but when we allow that
hurt to control us, we just end up getting hurt more. When it comes to forgiveness, hard work is required.
Even though that work can be frustrating, we can trust it will be worth it in the end.
We are defining forgiveness as “deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay.”
Forgiveness happens when we decide we’re going to stop adding to the list of hurt and pain that we
carry. It’s when we decide to quit gathering ammunition and begin letting go of things we’ve been
holding onto. Our kids will be hiding these words in their hearts this month: “Bear with each other and
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you”
Colossians 3:13.
Perhaps the most compelling reason to forgive, though, is because God has forgiven us
first and for so much more. If a clean house can make us feel peaceful and free, imagine
how a clean heart feels!

Maegan Bolding

Children’s Ministry Director
maegan@lexingtonbaptist.org

Sign-ups begin march 1st!
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On March 6th, we will host our 2nd annual Capes and Crowns event. Our purpose is to create an
intentional and fun time for families to connect, to reach into our community, and to claim value
and worth over each child and speak truth to them based on their identity in Christ.
We will welcome families with a red carpet into our Family Life Center which will be completely
transformed with lights and decorations. Once inside, families can eat a meal together, dance
together, take family photos in our photo booths, complete crafts, and more! We’ll conclude
the night with parents having a meaningful time of prayer over their children. Costumes are
welcome - in fact, each girl will receive a tiara and each boy will receive a cape as they enter
the venue! Come create memories as a family and share some focused time together. Tickets
are $8 per person, and children under 3 years old are free. Tickets are available via Eventbrite
by searching for “Capes and Crowns.”

This semester, we are excited to extend Student INgROUPS for our 5th graders. Each Sunday in March (March
1, 8, 15, 22, and 29), we will be hosting Mother-Daughter and Father-Son Bible Studies at homes around
6 town. We will be covering topics like Biblical womanhood/manhood, self-image, technology, friendships, etc.

BE FILLED FIRST
As we head into the month of March, I cannot stop thinking about our phenomenal OverFlow
weekend in February! We had over 100 students and leaders experience growth in their walk
with Christ through worship, service projects, fun, and bible teaching. It was a great way to start
off our Sunday night INgROUPS! Over the next 8 weeks, our students will have the opportunity
to go deeper in their faith through bible study and fellowship. It is special every year how God
grows our young people through our leaders in this ministry.
During OverFlow, our speaker, Bryan Narcisse, made a statement that is so true for all of us.
He said, “You cannot overflow unless you are first filled.” This statement blew my mind! As
believers, we cannot impact others with Jesus Christ unless we are filled with Him ourselves. I
believe we so often try to give, serve and reach others prior to first allowing God to feed spiritual
life into us. We must first seek God to fill us, so that
we can then overflow into the lives of others. In the
coming weeks, it is my prayer that we see God’s love
overflow from our students and their
families into the lives of those they
encounter every day.

Hamilton Mathis

Middle School & Recreation
Ministries Director
hmathis@lexingtonbaptist.org
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FAMILY
A few months ago, Morgan shared with me that Campbell, our daughter, would be having a
gymnastics meet in Orlando, FL. Every year we go to Disney World with some of our friends
from Aiken, SC at Christmas time to celebrate all the lights and festive things that they do there.
However, this year, after finding out about the meet, we decided to move our trip to January.
Not only that, Morgan informed me that her older sister and family would be going, as well as
her mom and dad. Wait, there is more! My in-laws wanted to stay with us for the week!
Let me go ahead and clear the air, I love and respect my in-laws very much, but the idea of all of
us staying in a small hotel room at Disney for a week didn’t make me feel all warm and cozy on
the inside, if you know what I mean. Disney itself is enough to drive you crazy, but when you add
that many personalities too, it can make it, well, a magical experience!
I think about Genesis 2:24: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast
to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” When Morgan and I got married, our families became one. No matter how crazy and different that may look, we became one. When I look back
on this past week, I’m so thankful for the quality time I got with each and every one of them.
From the waiting in line, riding rides, eating incredible meals, walking back and forth in each
park, to the small
hotel room, God
reminded me how
blessed I am with
an amazing family.
We made magical
memories that I will
cherish for the rest of
my life! Life is short,
so tell those you love
that you love them,
make memories
together, and plan a
trip altogether. YOU
WON’T REGRET IT!
Stephen McNeill
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WE ALL NEED INGROUPS!
Years ago, I remember walking into a room filled with teenagers at church
and all I heard them talking about was getting together that night for
food, football, fellowship, and fun. I soon asked one of them where this
was taking place and what time. I showed up later on that afternoon and
I was amazed when I turned into the driveway to see 10 or more guys
playing football in the front yard, with two adult leaders playing
quarterback, and trash talk going on back and forth amongst the teams.
Then the leaders said, “Let’s go eat!” We went inside and I watched as
all of them tore into food provided by one of the families and they soon all
gathered around the table to eat, laugh, and tell stories of how their week was.
As I heard the chatter around the tables, the leaders soon spoke up and wanted the guys to
share their highs and lows from the week with each other. It was pretty amazing to hear all of the
guys open up and share. The leaders shared as well, which I thought was a really cool way to
connect more with them. After this time of sharing, the guys pulled out their Bibles and began
reading from a study that talked about being a man of God. As I watched the leaders share and
ask questions, my heart was filled as I saw these young men open up to hear God’s Word and be
real and honest with themselves and each other.
As they concluded the night, all of them gathered in a circle in the middle of the living room and
prayed aloud for them to be the men God was calling them to be. From that night on, my heart
has always been to have INgROUPS (community) for every teenager.
I hope, church, you will pray with me over the next 8-10 weeks on Sunday
nights as many of our teenagers will gather together in homes for times like
this, where they can be real with each other, and real about what God is doing
in their lives. Let’s pray that every teenager will be IN A GROUP!

Stephen McNeill

Associate Pastor, Next Gen
smcneill@lexingtonbaptist.org
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UNLIMITED TIME-OUT
Have you ever considered how easy it can be to hire a babysitter or ask family to watch your
children? This is a simple piece of parenting that we so often take for granted. Did you know that
many families who have children with special needs don’t have the luxury of just calling anyone to
help? One of the many challenges of raising children with different needs is the high burnout rates
of parents due to having little to no time to recharge. I’ve talked to many families who have older
children with special needs who have not had a date night with their spouse in years. One way
that we, the church, can help is by creating opportunities for respite. Merriam-Webster dictionary
describes respite as, “an interval of rest or relief.” That’s why we have created our Unlimited TimeOut events. These are respite events free to families who have children with special needs. During
these three-hour events, parents can drop off their children with special needs along with their
siblings to enjoy a much-needed break. We have fun activities planned and lunch is provided. Will
you join me in praying for this ministry and the families we are honored to serve?
If you would like to volunteer for these quarterly events, we would love to get you
plugged in. Thank you for supporting our special needs ministry here at LBC!

Crystal Ray
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Special Needs Ministry Director
crystal@lexingtonbaptist.org

Pray for the travels of the Legacy Choir this
month as they will be on mission, taking the
gospel in music to a number of churches,
nursing homes and retirement communities.
March 22: 6:00pm; FBC Leesville, SC

March 5 at 11am
Special Guest Speaker:
Jay Schabaker
Dan’s Teaching:
Parable of the Unmerciful
Servant - Matthew 18:23-34

March 25: 6:30pm; Congaree Baptist Church,
West Columbia, SC
March 26: 11am; FBC Moncks Corner
6:30pm; River’s Edge Retirement, Savannah, GA
March 27: 10:30am; Spanish Oaks Retreat,
Savannah, GA
March 28: 11am; Manorcare, Jacksonville, FL
1:30pm; Signature Health, Jacksonville, FL
March 29: 10:00am; Redemption Church,
Jacksonville, FL

DO YOU EVER FEEL LONELY?
One of the signs that you have become a senior adult is you start attending funerals for “old people” that are
like five or ten years older than you! As we become survivors of spouses, relatives, or close friends, we may find
ourselves in a pit called “loneliness.” This pit can be hard to climb out of because our adversary, the devil, would
like for us to be in a place where we think we are all alone in this world. Please rebuke that attack because that
feeling is a lie. It is just that—a feeling, not a reality. As Believers, we know that Jesus is with us and that He will
never leave us nor forsake us.
Read what David wrote when he came under this kind of attack: “Hear my cry, O God, listen to my prayer; from
the end of the earth I call to you when my heart is faint! Lead me to the rock that is higher than I, for you have
been my refuge, a strong tower against the enemy. Let me dwell in your tent forever! Let me take refuge under
the shelter of your wings!” (Psalm 61:1–4)
Personally, I don’t believe we should tattoo our bodies. But has your name ever been tattooed
onto somebody because they loved you? If so, the person who did that may now have tattoo
regret if their love for you faded away. If you are a child of God in Christ, God will never have
tattoo regret! Oh? You didn’t know God has a tattoo of you? In
Isaiah 49:16 God is telling those who belong to Him, “Behold,
Associate Pastor
I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands!” With God in
Sr. Adults & Congregational Care
your heart, you will truly never be alone.
dan@lexingtonbaptist.org

Dan Williams
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I USED TO BE “THE ONE”
This year we have adopted the theme, “For the One,” which was taken from the parable in Luke 15
(available below). The point of this parable is there is an incredible amount of rejoicing when one of
God’s children goes from being lost to being found. What a reason to be excited!
This theme really resonates with me because I can remember back when everything finally clicked with
me and I went from lost to found. It truly was good news and an incredible relief for me to understand
how much God loved me and the plan of salvation that He created. Can you think back to that time for
you?
My point in bringing this up is EVERYTHING that we do here at LBC is for just this purpose. Giving of our
money, volunteering, teaching, praying and many other things…they are all for the purpose of changing
people from lost to found. As you consider your involvement at LBC in any capacity, I strongly urge you
to remember when YOU were “the One.”
The Parable of the Lost Sheep
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“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave
the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it?
And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes
home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
Sean Abrams
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”
Finance and HR Director
Luke 15:4-7

sabrams@lexingtonbaptist.org

FLEXIBILITY

Flexibility is key in life, especially in the church planting world. Things can change weekly when
you are planting, or in our case replanting, a church. The goal with flexibility is to better reach
people with the gospel and make disciples. While there is always a plan in place, there is the
need to bend and shift to contextualize the gospel. We are in this flexible season right now in
our replant at FBCWC. Plans are being made, people are joining the Launch Team, and we are
inviting our community through our “For the One” campaign.
In the spirit of flexibility, and the goal of living “For the One,” we are now moving forward with
a soft launch at Easter 2020 with the full launch coming in the Fall of 2020. This will help us to
continue building the launch team we need and will give us the time that is needed to get
ministries up and running with leaders in place so that we can be ready for the community when
they come at our launch dates. We want to have ministry environments where people of all
generations encounter Jesus in a real way that is inviting, life-giving, exciting, and relevant.
We have two opportunities for you to be a part of what we are doing in West Columbia:
1. We are doing some outreach! Both of our churches will come together on Sunday, March
29 at 3:00pm at FBCWC to hit the streets of West Columbia to pass out two-sided door hanger
invites. We will place doorhangers on homes and apartments and invite everyone we can to the
upcoming Block Party at FBCWC on April 4 as well as our soft launch day on Easter, April 12.
We will meet in the sanctuary to rally, team up, and give street assignments out. This is a family
friendly outreach so feel free to bring your kids and strollers with you!
2. The Launch Team, Jenny, and I are praying for 6 more young families in their 20’s-40’s
who are looking to create a life-giving, Jesus-centered community together. If you are
looking for a way for you and your family to get involved with what God is
doing, then check out the Launch Team. If you are looking for community
and the mission opportunity that has a local impact, then check out the LBC
Launch Team. You can contact me at seth@lexingtonbaptist.org or by phone,
817.879.0700, if you are interested.
Blessings,
Seth Stoddard

Seth Stoddard

Missions Associate for Church Planting
seth@lexingtonbaptist.org
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MISSIONS FOCUS MONTH RECAP
Wow! Mission’s emphasis month is over and in the books. How thankful I am for such an amazing
month. Let me thank our Missions team, Amanda Smith and Seth Stoddard, for an outstanding job
in helping the month be so great. There are so many others who had such a significant role as well.
One thing I can say about the LBC staff is the wonderful collaboration on such events. That means
everyone on staff has had a role in this past month and a huge thank you to each of them.
The first Sunday, with our Local Missions emphasis, I was once again reminded how much Lexington
Baptist Church has a heart for missions engrained deeply in them. I watched how people responded to
the booths. More than one person shared a common phrase, “There was such a buzz.” That buzz was
people asking about different Mission opportunities. I saw groups of people gathered and praying at
booths. Not to mention the t-shirts. Those are always a huge hit. Everyone wants a t-shirt. One of the
good parts about that is the t-shirt becomes a walking reminder of the mission heart of LBC. This year’s
t-shirt had every mission’s ministry we fund through Global Mission dollars and every Mission trip we
are planning for this year on it. Each time folks wear it, they are reminded about missions. When folks
see it, they are reminded we are a Church who connects deeply with missions.
Our purpose in having a Missions Emphasis is three-fold. First, to make our Church family aware
of the many ways their mission dollars are being used. Secondly, it is to confront each of us with the
opportunity to be a part of one of the mission’s efforts. Thirdly, it reminds us of our Mission vision for
Local, National and International work and our commitment to Church Planting. The first week, I had
a lady come to me and share how she had forgotten all the areas we are involved in missionally. She
expressed how she gets caught up in her specific area of ministry and simply forgets there is so much
more going on at LBC. I had phone calls from people asking specifically how they can be a part of
certain ministries. I am so thankful for each of these and many more responses.
At LBC, we really do believe that Everyone Has a Right to Hear, but we more than just believe it; the
people are committed to living out their beliefs and putting footwork to their beliefs. That belief plays
out in our Local missions, our National missions and our International missions and Church Planting on
all three of those levels, as you saw each week. I am so thankful to be a part of such a Church.
As you were reminded, one of the ways you can be a part of missions is through
going on a Mission Trip. This year, as we have shared with you before, we have 9 trips
planned. We have teams going to Central Asia, a medical team going to Peru as well
as a family team going to Peru. We have teams going to New York City, to
Nicaragua, a family team going to Jacksonville, Florida, one going to Portland and
then one to Canada. If you have any interest in any of these trips, please feel free to
contact us in the Missions Office or email me at mhathcox@lexingtonbaptist.org.
Thanks for allowing me to lead in Missions at LBC, because
Everyone Has A Right To Hear.
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Mark Hathcox

Associate Pastor, Missions
mhathcox@lexingtonbaptist.org

Remaining LBC Mission Trips for 2020
LOCATION:

DATE:

CHEPEN, PERU
Medical

May 16-23

CHEPEN, PERU
Family Trip
(Completed 5th graders w/ parent)

June 13-20

NEW YORK CITY

June 11-14

NICARAGUA
Next Gen
(Completed 9th grade through college)

July 18-25

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
Family Trip
(Completed 3rd graders w/ parent)

July 27-August 2

PORTLAND, OREGON
“Sundae in the Park”

August 1-8

TORONTO, CANADA

TBD

For more information on any of these trips, please visit the Missions Kiosk
or contact the Missions Office at amanda@lexingtonbaptist.org.
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EQUIPPING MINISTRY

Helping you to become fully-devoted disciples of Jesus

LESSONS FROM BASEBALL
I played organized football from the time I was six years old until I turned 23 years of age. I love
football, but I must admit I have always had a passion for the game of baseball. In the ninth grade, my
high school football coach told me, “If you will stop playing baseball and concentrate on football you
will play this game in college.” I was really torn. I loved the game of baseball - the skill, the game plan,
the game-within-the-game that takes place on every pitch. I have often questioned my decision to walk
away from baseball, even though my high school coach was right. I say all of this because college
baseball season has begun. MLB teams are in spring training and very soon the shouts of “Play ball!”
will be heard on little league fields all around our area. Baseball is a wonderful sport, full of life lessons
that can apply to the church.
Baseball, like the church, is unifying: Baseball was termed, “America’s game” some years ago. It brings
generations from young to old together. At any ballpark, you will find grandparents and young children
enjoying the game together. Our church does the same thing. We are a multi-generational church here
at LBC, where all people are welcomed.
Baseball, like the church, calls every player to fulfill their role: From the pitcher, the catcher, the infield
and outfield; everyone has a responsibility and somewhere to be on every pitch, batted ball, or play in
the field. In the game of baseball someone is usually backing up the player receiving the ball just in case
they miss it. This is what the church should be about at all times. We should be backing one another up.
We should always be behind one-another supporting them.
Baseball, like the church, wants to put your talents and gifts on display: Every sport is hard, but nothing
may be harder than trying to hit a baseball, having a diameter of 2.86 inches, with a bat when it is thrown
at a high rate of velocity. Same is true when a ball is hit, to field it and make an accurate throw requires
talent and skill. The church needs talent and skill as well. According to scripture, all believers have been
given a gift that makes them useful and talented to the kingdom. Romans 12:4-8 says, “For as in one
body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many,
are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the
one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”
This spring, enjoy going to the ballfield and rooting for your favorite teams of players, but do the same
when you come to church. There is a lot we can learn from baseball.

Mark Owens
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Executive Pastor
mowens@lexingtonbaptist.org

WHAT’S FOR
DINNER?

March 4

Beef Stew/Rice
Stuffed Chicken Breast
Baby Lima Beans

March 11

Meat Loaf
Sliced Ham
Wild Rice
Vegetable Medley

March 18

Fried/Baked Chicken
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Green Beans

March 25

Chopped Barbeque
Fried Shrimp
Hash/Rice
Southwest Corn

All meals include rolls & butter,
assorted desserts, salad bar, tea or
lemonade and coffee.

SUPPER IS SERVED FROM
5:00 TO 6:15PM IN THE
FELLOWSHIP HALL
Adults: $6 | Children (5 - 12): $4
Children 4 & Under Eat Free!
(Family Maximum: $20)
Payable at the door. Reservations
Required. Deadline for Reservations and
Cancellations: Sunday at 5pm. Make
Weekly/Permanent Reservations at
lexingtonbaptist.org/wednesday-supper
or by calling 803.359.4146.
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MARCH 2020

Sunday

Monday

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
8am
9am

10:30am
3pm
4:30pm
5pm

Adult Sunday School
Worship
Adult, Student & Children’s
Sunday School (All Ages)
Worship
Adult Sunday School
Men’s Prayer Group (AEB 404)
Legacy Choir
Praying for Prodigals
(Prayer Room)

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Women’s
Bible Study
begins
10am in
CHB 201

Spring
LifeDesign
Classes begin
6:30pm

FLC Gym
Floor Closed
for Capes and
Crowns

Lex Kids
Capes and
Crowns Ball
6:30-8:30pm

FLC Gym
Floor Closed
for Capes and
Crowns

Cornerstone
Lunch 11am

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

TUESDAY
8:30am
10am
6:30pm

Women’s Bible Study (RH)
Women’s Bible Study (CHB 201)
Men’s Bible Study (CHB 201)

WEDNESDAY
5pm
6pm
6:30pm

7:30pm

Supper (until 6:15pm)(FH)
WIRED for Children (CMB)
Breakout for Students (FLC)
Refresh Bible Study (FH)
LifeDesign for Adults (CHB)
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Orchestra Rehearsal

Oil Change
Ministry
8am-12pm

Noruz
Celebration
6:30pm in the
Fellowship
Hall

15

16

17

18

19

Unlimited
Time Out
10am-1pm

20

21

Mission Trips to Central Asia
March 24 - April 1

AEB: Adult Education Building
CHB: Chapel Building
CMB: Children’s Ministry Building
FH: Fellowship Hall
FLC: Family Life Center
RH: Reception Hall

22

23

24

29

30

31

25

26

27

28
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