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February 7, 2021
Rooted in His Word: Faith

Judges 6-7 - Gideon

FOR THE LEADER
Have you ever noticed when you start a new exercise program it is quite difficult at first? You find 
that the more you do the exercise the less difficult it becomes and the more you are able to do. It 
is the same in our journey as a people of faith. 

The goal of today’s lesson is to understand what faith looks like practically and how our faith 
grows step by step as we respond in obedience to God’s word. With each step of faith we take, 
additional strength comes. As we act in faith, God does something through our lives that we could 
never do on our own. We will see this through the life of Gideon from Judges 6-7.

The purpose of the judges is seen after the settling of Canaan for the children of Israel - they soon 
forgot God and all He had done for them. They became disobedient and began worshiping other 
gods – Judges 2:6-11. This began a recurring cycle for the children of Israel. Judges 2:14 tells us 
because of their unfaithfulness God gave them over to “plunderers,” a major type of oppression. 
In the oppression, they would then remember God and call to Him. He would hear them and save 
them from it. In Judges 2:16, He raised up judges to save the children of Israel. They would follow 
the judge for a time, but once the judge died, they would return to their disobedience. This 
cycle of faithfulness, forgetting, unfaithfulness, oppression, crying, and God responding 
continued through the book of Judges. The fifth judge in this cycle was Gideon.

MAIN GOAL: To understand what faith looks like practically and how our faith grows step by step 
as we respond in obedience to God’s word.

TODAY’S TRUTHS:
TRUTH #1: Faith is based on God’s word and the more we act upon it, the more our faith grows
TRUTH #2: When we act in faith, God does things in us and through us that are far greater than   
          anything we could do on our own.

I. INTRODUCTION
How do you define faith?

 Read Hebrews 11:1 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Rooted In His Word: Faith
Judges 6-7 - Gideon
February 7, 2021

WEEK 6



49

WEEK 6
The word “hope” is to expect and anticipate, to hope for salvation with joy. The word, “conviction” 
is the idea of having proof. Both of these, “hoped for” and “conviction of” are truths we don’t 
always see in the present moment. We believe they are as real as if they were right in front of us. 
It is believing they have already happened. This faith is not a blind faith, but rather it is a faith, 
belief, hope in the truth of what God said.

People usually place their faith in something. Faith is not what is called “wishful thinking.” It is not 
“name it and claim it.” It is not something we can see with our eyes. In the remainder of Hebrews 
11, the author gives personal examples of people who understood what faith was and how they 
should live it out. People like Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah. They all had faith (hoped in); 
had a joyful expectation and anticipation of something taking place that they did not readily see or 
understand. They staked their entire life on what they had faith in, all because God said it.  

Their faith was in God and what He said or directed in His Word. Some examples of this kind 
of faith: 
 • Noah had faith it would rain because God said so.  
 • Abraham left his home to go to another country, all because God said so.  
 • Sarah believed she would have a child in her old age, all because God said so.  

As they each acted on that faith, believed it was so even though they did not see it, even though 
they did not understand it, they acted on what had not happened yet, but they were assured and 
joyfully anticipated its fulfillment. That is faith. Faith is part of our relationship we have with God 
in Christ.
Gideon became not only a judge but a mighty man of faith, and yet, he did not start out that way. 

II. GET FOCUSED
 Read Judges 6:11-16
Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash 
the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the 
Midianites. 12And the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, 
O mighty man of valor.” 13And Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the LORD is with us, why 
then has all this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted 
to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and 
given us into the hand of Midian.” 14And the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of 
yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?” 15And he said to him, “Please, 
Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
father’s house.” 16And the LORD said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the 
Midianites as one man.”

 TRUTH #1: FAITH IS BASED ON GOD’S WORD AND THE     
 MORE WE ACT UPON IT, THE MORE OUR FAITH GROWS.
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We first see Gideon in Judges 6:11. Gideon is beating out wheat to remove the chaff. This was 
usually done on the threshing floor and yet Gideon is in a winepress. The winepress was a more 
concealed place, so the Midianites, who were making regular raids to take all the goods (food from 
God’s children), would not easily find him. Gideon was hiding. In v.12 an angel of the Lord called 
Gideon while he was hiding. The angel addresses him as “O mighty man of valor.” This is not so 
much who he presently was, but who he could and would become as he took steps of faith. God
always starts with us where we are. For Gideon, he was fearful and hiding. For seven years 
Israel had been subject to the Midianites because of their disobedience to God. Now God 
brings a judge to deliver them.
  
Gideon was not only fearful, but he was a bit confused about God. In v.13 he says if God is really 
with us, then why are all these bad things happening? Again, God accepts us where we are and 
then begins to reveal Himself and His plan. 

Have there been times when your faith seemed weak and you questioned why such bad things 
were happening if God was really with you?

Have there been times when you were confused about what you felt God was asking of you or 
leading you to do?
    

                
      

What made it difficult and confusing?

In Judges 6:14 God speaks and tells Gideon to save his people. 
 
Gideon’s reaction was fear and confusion. He even reminded God in v.15 that his clan was the least 
of all the tribes, and he was the least of his entire family. He told God he was the least likely to do 
what God was asking him to do.   

Have you ever felt unqualified or even the least likely to be used by God?

Have you ever offered an excuse as to why you could not be “the one” or even do what God was 
calling you to do?

WEEK 6
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We see over and over in the Scripture the people of God offering excuses as to why they cannot 
do as God is asking. One of the great examples of that is Moses in Exodus 3:11, “Who am I that I 
should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

Why is inadequacy or inability usually our first response when God asks us to do something?  

In v.16 God responded by saying, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one 
man.” God clearly spoke to Gideon saying, “I will be with you.” God is asking Gideon to believe in 
something that is very unlikely from a human perspective. He is asking him to act on something as 
if it has already happened. God is clearly saying, “Trust Me.”

Faith is never what some call blind faith.  Godly faith is always in what God says in His Word.

 Read Romans 10:17  
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

It says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” It is by the Word of 
God that we are to have assurance in and evidence of, even before it happens. It is what Abraham 
had as he walked up the mountain to sacrifice Isaac. He trusted in the Word of God that Isaac was 
the child of promise and that he would be the Father of many nations. Faith!  

Gideon receives a word from God and now he’s faced with a difficult question that we all must 
answer, “Will we believe?” He struggled at first and asked God to, “…show me a sign...” (Judges 
6:17). And the angel did. Gideon went and prepared a meal and the Lord sent a fire from the rock 
and it was consumed. Gideon saw God at work.  

God spoke again to Gideon and told him to go and destroy the altar of Baal that his father has 
constructed (Judges 6:25-35). God spoke and Gideon obeyed even though he went in the middle 
of the night so he wouldn’t be seen. Faith does not always mean the absence of fear, but faith is 
obeying and trusting God in the face of it. The point is that Gideon obeyed. With each step of 
faith, Gideon’s faith became stronger and stronger. A bonus is that as his faith grew, his fear 
lessened. Courage began to build.

Gideon then comes to God in Judges 6:36-40 with two requests: 

 1. Gideon laid a piece of fleece on the ground and asked God to make it dry and the ground  
     wet around it. This would clarify and reaffirm what Gideon was supposed to do.
 2. Gideon, the next night, laid a piece of fleece on the ground and asked God to make the   
     fleece wet and the ground around it dry. This was the last confirmation Gideon needed to   
     act on what God spoke to him. 

Faith begins like a mustard seed (Matthew 13:31-32), very small and then grows. It appears that 
Gideon believes God has asked him to defeat the Midianites, but he just needs this confirmation 
from God.
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Have you ever wavered in your faith?

Is it wrong to go back to God to clarify what He has said or is asking of us for affirmation?

No more was he the fearful man hiding in the winepress. No longer was he the man who went by 
night to destroy the altars of Baal out of fear. With every step of obedience Gideon took, his faith 
grew stronger and he became more courageous and more of the man the angel of God said he 
was back in v.12, ”…oh mighty man of valor.” 

YOUR VIEWPOINT
                
          

 TRUTH #2: WHEN WE ACT IN FAITH, GOD DOES THINGS 
 IN US AND THROUGH US THAT ARE FAR GREATER THAN 
 ANYTHING WE COULD DO ON OUR OWN.
 Read Judges 7:1-25
Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped 
beside the spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in 
the valley. 2The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the 
Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 3Now 
therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him 
return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’” Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 
remained. 4And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the 
water, and I will test them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with 
you,’ shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ shall not 
go.” 5So he brought the people down to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, “Every one who 
laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who 
kneels down to drink.” 6And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, 
was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. 7And the LORD said to 
Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, 
and let all the others go every man to his home.” 8So the people took provisions in their hands, 
and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained the 300 
men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.
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9That same night the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into 
your hand. 10But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. 11And 
you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against 
the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outposts of the armed men who were 
in the camp. 12And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the East lay along the 
valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without number, as the sand that is on the 
seashore in abundance. 13When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. 
And he said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the 
camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that 
the tent lay flat.” 14And his comrade answered, “This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son 
of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp.”

15As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he 
returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the LORD has given the host of Midian into 
your hand.” 16And he divided the 300 men into three companies and put trumpets into the hands 
of all of them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars. 17And he said to them, “Look at me, and 
do likewise. When I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I do. 18When I blow the trumpet, I 
and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the camp and shout, ‘For 
the LORD and for Gideon.’” 19So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the 
outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And 
they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20Then the three companies 
blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their right 
hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 21Every 
man stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled. 22When they 
blew the 300 trumpets, the LORD set every man’s sword against his comrade and against all the 
army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-
meholah, by Tabbath. 23And the men of Israel were called out from Naphtali and from Asher and 
from all Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian. 24Gideon sent messengers throughout all the 
hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against the Midianites and capture the waters against 
them, as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan.” So all the men of Ephraim were called out, and 
they captured the waters as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan. 25And they captured the two 
princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at 
the winepress of Zeeb. Then they pursued Midian, and they brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb 
to Gideon across the Jordan.

In v.1 we see Gideon and all the people prepare to go against the Midianites. Surely, it would take 
everyone Gideon could find to battle the mighty Midianites. But faith is acting on something only 
God could do rather than what we can do on our own.   

In v.2 God said the people were too many. If they acted with all these 32,000 people, then Israel 
would boast about their ability. So, God told Gideon to tell the crowd that anyone who was fearful, 
simply return home. That day 22,000 of them left leaving only 10,000 to conquer the Midianites. 
God said, still too many. God instructed Gideon to take all the remaining 10,000 down to the water 
and watch the way they drink. If they knelt to drink the water – send them home. If they lapped the 
water by putting their hand to their mouth, they are the ones that will be used. There were only 
300 men left. Impossible?

WEEK 6
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Has God ever asked something of you that seemed impossible?  If so, how did you react?

In v.7 God spoke again – with these 300 I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. 
With each step of obedience, his faith grew stronger and his fear lessened. He was now that 
mighty man of valor. When we act in faith, God changes us. Gideon was not the same at this point.  
God was going to do something through Gideon that Gideon could never do on his own as the 
young man who was the least of his family and the least of the clans. Before God does a work 
through us, He must do a work in us first.

What Biblical character can you think of that God worked in them before working through them?
 

                
         
In Judges 7:9 God spoke again reminding Gideon He had given them into his hand. Gideon 
needed faith in God to believe it. He needed an “assurance of things hoped for and the conviction 
of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Gideon believed. His faith had grown to the point where God 
was going to do mighty things through him.

God continues to build Gideon’s faith and gives him even more opportunities to believe. God 
instructs him to go and spy on the camp of the Midianites and hear what they are saying. Gideon 
goes and hears of a dream one of the Midianites had. In vs.13-14 the soldier shares the dream of 
how a barley cake rolled into the camp and overturned the tent. Those hearing said this is none 
other than Gideon. They even said God has given us into the hand of Gideon. 
 
God has worked so patiently with Gideon giving him small steps of faith to take and now Gideon 
is ready. His faith has been strengthened. Gideon’s response to hearing of this dream is found in 
Judges 7:15. He worships God and says, yes, the Lord has given them into our hands.
  
In Judges 7:16-18, God’s plan is to take the 300 and divide them into three groups. Give each man 
a trumpet, an empty jar and a torch to place inside the jar. Gideon said, when you hear my trumpet 
sound, blow your trumpets and shout, “For the LORD and for Gideon.” So, they did. When they 
heard the trumpet, they shouted and broke the jars. The Midianites were so frightened they 
panicked and began to fight against one another and fled. God gave Gideon and the 300 men 
great victory. God did something through Gideon far greater than anything Gideon could do by 
himself. That is the way faith works.  

Have there been times in your life where God did something far greater through you than you 
could have ever done on your own?

WEEK 6
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YOUR VIEWPOINT

III. CONCLUSION
We began by asking how we define faith and then saw this faith lived out in a practical way through 
the life of Gideon. We have learned:

TRUTH #1: Faith is based on God’s word and the more we act upon it, the more our faith grows.
TRUTH #2: When we act in faith, God does things in us and through us that are far greater than   
          anything we could do on our own.

What new insights about faith have you gained by studying this lesson?

How can you live out your faith in the same way as Gideon?  

What will be your first step in putting your faith into practice this week? 

IV. EXTRA TIME
Based on what we have learned about Gideon today, how did he live out Hebrews 11:1?

V. PRAYER
Pray through some of the steps of faith that have been hard for you in the past.
Pray through some of the obstacles that have hindered you in taking steps of faith.

VI. MEMORY VERSE 
Hebrews 11:1

WEEK 6



56

FOR THE LEADER
In last week’s lesson on Gideon we learned that faith is the joyful expectation of and the proof that 
something is going to happen even though it has not happened yet. We learned our faith is rooted 
in God’s word. We also learned how faith becomes stronger the more we act in obedience to 
what God has revealed in His word. In this week’s lesson, our goal is to understand God is always 
at work, despite the difficulties we may find ourselves in and how our faith is intended to have 
a generational impact. We will see this demonstrated through the life of a great woman of 
faith, Ruth.

What difference does faith make when we are in difficult circumstances?

MAIN GOAL: To understand God is always at work, despite the difficulties we may find ourselves 
in and how our faith is intended to have a generational impact.

TODAY’S TRUTHS:
TRUTH #1: Our faith in God is intended to have a generational impact.
TRUTH #2: Having faith does not make us immune from hardships.
TRUTH #3: God is always at work in our hardships regardless of whether we see it. 
TRUTH #4: Faith often requires waiting.

I. INTRODUCTION
Before we look into the scripture for today’s lesson, let’s meet the characters of the story. Their 
names alone speak a great deal of truth and even prophecy. Names were very important in 
Biblical days.

Elimelech is the husband of Naomi and the father of two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. His name 
means “My God is King.” It carries with it the idea of God being almighty and strong. That speaks 
volumes of not only the man he was but also how he led his family. He was someone who lived that 
out, who led his family to know God. We will see how that name is lived out. 

Naomi means “pleasing or pleasant, beauty and grace.” We will see how gracious she is to her 
daughters-in-law.

Mahlon and Chilion are Elimelech and Naomi’s sons. Their names are in some ways prophecy of 
what would take place. The name Mahlon means “sickness” and the name Chilion means 
“wasting.” They both will die early in this lesson.

Ruth means “friend, female associate.” She will certainly become that to Naomi, her mother-in-law. 

Rooted In His Word: Faith
Ruth 1-4 – Boaz and Ruth
February 14, 2021

WEEK 7
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Boaz means “strength is within him”. He is given a more important title, “Kinsman.” This word is 
the “Kinsman Redeemer” who is one who buys back a relative’s property or who pays the ransom. 
It is the idea of delivering, of restoring the rights of another or avenging them. Jesus is spoken of 
as our Kinsman Redeemer, the one who restores us and who ransoms us. Boaz’s mother was Rahab, 
the harlot who hid the spies (Joshua 2:8-14).

 Read Ruth 4:21-22 
Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 22Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. 
Boaz and Ruth’s son is named Obed. Obed’s son is Jesse, and Jesse’s son is David whose lineage 
eventually comes to Jesus, our true Kinsman Redeemer.

An additional name of significance in this story is their home city, Bethlehem, which means “House 
of Bread.” The family leaves Bethlehem because there is no bread due to a famine. They return to 
Bethlehem during the barley harvest when they will have bread. Bethlehem is the city where Jesus 
was born. He is called the “Bread of Life” (John 6:35). 

There is such significance in all these names.

II. GET FOCUSED
 Read Ruth 1:16 
But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I 
will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.

 TRUTH #1: OUR FAITH IN GOD IS INTENDED TO HAVE A     
 GENERATIONAL IMPACT.

This verse seems to jump a bit ahead in the story, but it is important to start here. This is the point 
when we see the birth of Ruth’s faith. 

She married into a family who worshiped the one true God, the LORD.  So how did she acquire this 
faith? A significant point to answer is found in the last words of this verse, “…your God my God.” 
Ruth 1:5 tells us this family lived in Moab, which is just east of the Dead Sea. It was about ten years 
until Naomi’s two sons die. Ruth has been a part of this family for some time. She had seen her 
mother-in-law and her faith. God was not some distant deity in the sky, but He was a personal God. 
He was Naomi’s God. Ruth was declaring that your God, Yahweh, is now my God. She was 
specifying that her God is now Yahweh, the great “I Am” of the burning bush story (Exodus 
3:13-14) not any of the other gods of the Moabites. He is the great I Am, the God who is all we 
need and everything we need. Ruth had seen Naomi and the life she lived. She had most likely 
heard of Elimelech the man whose name means “My God is King.” She was not raised in a home 
that worshiped and honored Yahweh. Ruth 1:15 reminds us the Moabites had pagan gods and yet 
here in Ruth 1:16, Ruth makes a great confession of faith. It was decision time for her. She had seen 
the hardships of this family and their faith in the one true most high God. In a critical moment she 
decided to turn from her pagan gods and turn to Yahweh. 
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This story has a strong missional note. Ruth was a foreigner who did not know of the true God. 
This family reached out to her and her life was forever changed because of her new faith in the 
true God.

Now fast forward in her life. We have the benefit of knowing the rest of the story. She marries Boaz 
and they have a child, Obed. Obed has a child, who has a child, who has a child, and so on, until 
the day Mary and Joseph have a child. His name was Jesus, the Kinsman Redeemer of all people. 

Did her faith have a generational impact?
               
 

          

Did Naomi’s faith have a generational impact?  If so, how?
                
 

         

Do you have a faith heritage? If so, how did it impact your life?
                
 

         

Is your faith having an impact on your family and those around you?
                
 
         

YOUR VIEWPOINT
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 Read Ruth 1:1-5
In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah 
went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2The name of the man 
was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 
Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and 
remained there. 3But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 
4These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They 
lived there about ten years, 5and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without 
her two sons and her husband.

TRUTH #2:  HAVING FAITH DOES NOT MAKE US IMMUNE 
FROM HARDSHIPS.

Do you ever think your faith protects you from hardships?
                
          

This is a great family of faith. They had a father/husband who saw God as the King of his life. A 
wife/mother-in-law who was a mighty woman of faith, who trusted God to be all and everything 
she needed. She trusted Him with her very life. The family had moved from Bethlehem to Moab 
because of a famine. People do dramatic things when they are hungry. Their entire family moved 
because they felt they could get food in Moab. They no more than arrive in Moab and Elimelech, 
the patriarch of this faithful family, dies. But all is not lost at this point. As difficult as it is to lose 
that husband/leader of the family, there are two sons left who can work and take care of their 
mother, their wives and the family. Verse five tells us that after about ten years of living in Moab, 
both sons die. Recall the sons’ names meant “sickness” and “wasting”. What do they do now?  
They did not have Social Security or insurance. If you did not have a man to take care of you, 
there were not a lot of options. Now you have three women all alone. What will they do?

Having faith does not provide immunity from hardships. When they do come, our faith does not 
keep us from wrestling in our heart and mind between what we know and what we feel. In verses 
eight and nine, as Naomi is speaking to Ruth and Orpah, she continues to speak of God as LORD, 
the Great I Am, Jehovah, Yahweh. She speaks as a woman of great faith. She believes that God is 
just that – LORD – everything she needed. And then we see something a bit different in v.13. She 
speaks of the hand of the LORD and how His hand has gone out against us. In v.20 she says “…
for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me”. She is wrestling with God and what being LORD 
means.  She says He is the Almighty and powerful God who will take care of all your needs and at 
the same time she is saying, “He has dealt me all this bitterness”. She is saying I know who you are, 
but I am a bit confused at all the trauma I am presently going through. Unfortunately, this wrestling 
match in her mind and heart also robbed her of peace. She even told the people of Bethlehem, 
when she returned with Ruth, to no longer call her Naomi which means “pleasant”. She tells them 
to now call her Mara which means “bitterness”. She was expressing how she felt, a demonstration 
of bitterness. Her circumstances had temporarily robbed her of any sense of peace.
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Do you ever find yourself wrestling with what you know about God as LORD (‘everything you 
need’) and the fact that you are going through difficult times and even trauma?
                
          

Have you ever been robbed of peace because of this wrestling in your mind and heart?
        

                
  

How do you quiet this wrestling match within?
      

                
    

We see example after example in the Word of God that people of faith are not immune 
from hardships.  
 • Daniel was a man of faith and was put in the lion’s den because he prayed and refused to   
    bow to the mighty earthly king (Daniel 6:14-24). 
 • Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were placed in the fiery furnace because of their faith   
    in the one true God (Daniel 3:8-20).  
 • Stephen was stoned to death because of his faith (Acts 7:54-60).  
 • James tells us to count it all joy when we have trials, hardships and trauma because God is   
    at work (James 1:2-4).  

He is working in our lives and developing our character. As people of faith we are challenged to 
not be surprised when hardship comes.

Have you seen in your own life how hardships strengthened your character and faith?
                
        

  

If so, how?
                
          

YOUR VIEWPOINT
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 Read Ruth 1:22
So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from the 
country of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.

 TRUTH #3: GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK IN OUR HARDSHIPS     
 REGARDLESS OF WHETHER WE SEE IT OR FEEL IT.

How does this verse reveal the hand of God at work and His perfect timing?
                
          

 Read Psalms 31:14-15 
But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.” 15My times are in your hand; rescue me from 
the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors!

What do these verses teach us about God’s activity?
                
          

“My times are in your hands…”.  There is nothing that “just happens.” Naomi and Ruth could have 
come back to Bethlehem at any point in time and yet they return during the time of the barley 
harvest, the very time when they could find food. The very time Ruth would meet Boaz which 
would lead to marriage, redemption, and eventually to Jesus. There is never a time when God is 
not in charge. There was and is always a plan that God is working out that may not make sense to 
us and that we may not even see.

 Read Genesis 22:1-14   
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham 
rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which 
God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and 
worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 
7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God 
will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.
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9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid 
the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD 
called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12He said, 
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing 
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went 
and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the 
name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD 
it shall be provided.”

Abraham was challenged in his faith to trust that God was at work even when he could not see His 
hand when he was asked to sacrifice Isaac, the child of promise. At the exact time needed, God 
provided a ram caught in a bush. The ram had been there, but Abraham had not seen it. For 
people of faith, there is always a “ram in the bush”, something God is doing that we don’t see. 
Our inability to see His hand does not mean God is not at work.

Naomi and Ruth did not have a clue what God was up to. When they returned to Bethlehem, they 
did not know God was going to bring Ruth and Boaz together. They did not know God had a 
redemption plan awaiting them.  
 
Have there been times in your life when you could not see God’s hand at work?

                
          
Have there been times for you when God revealed a “ram in the bush” at just the right moment?
               
 

          

 Read Leviticus 19:9-10
“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither 
shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, nei-
ther shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for 
the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.

How did the law provide for the needs of the poor?

 Read Ruth 2:3
So she set out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to 
the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech.
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The hand of God was at work to take care of the needs of Naomi and Ruth. Through their 
hardships they were seeing a demonstration of God being the Great I Am, The LORD, the 
one who was everything they needed.

How have you seen the hand of God at work during hard times in your life?
               
 

          

 Read Ruth 2:3-5 
So she set out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to 
the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. 4And behold, Boaz came 
from Bethlehem. And he said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you!” And they answered, “The 
LORD bless you.” 5Then Boaz said to his young man who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose 
young woman is this?”

How do you see the hand of God at work in these verses?
   

                
       
In v.3 we see the field she “happened to come to” was the field owned by Boaz. As we saw 
earlier, there is nothing that simply “happened”. Boaz is a member of the clan of Elimelech, 
Ruth’s deceased father-in-law. God was at work! According to Levirate marriage, if a husband 
died without having children, his wife was to marry a family member to have children that bore 
her deceased husband’s name. Ruth’s husband died, they had no children, and now she is 
introduced to a member of her deceased husband’s family.

Boaz notices Ruth in the field and asked one of his workers, “Whose young woman is this?” God 
was at work!  

 Read Ruth 2:8-11, 21 
Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this 
one, but keep close to my young women. 9Let your eyes be on the field that they are reaping, and 
go after them. Have I not charged the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go 
to the vessels and drink what the young men have drawn.” 10Then she fell on her face, bowing to 
the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of 
me, since I am a foreigner?” 11But Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-
law since the death of your husband has been fully told to me, and how you left your father and 
mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before.

21And Ruth the Moabite said, “Besides, he said to me, ‘You shall keep close by my young men until 
they have finished all my harvest.’”

We learned earlier that Boaz is a “Kinsman Redeemer”. He is one that is going to pay the price or 
ransom. He will redeem both Ruth and Naomi.
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How do you see Boaz already beginning to fulfill that Kinsman Redeemer role?
                
          

 Read Ruth 3:1-11 
Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I not seek rest for you, that it 
may be well with you? 2Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young women you were? See, he is 
winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on 
your cloak and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself known to the man until 
he has finished eating and drinking. 4But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies. Then 
go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.” 5And she replied, “All that 
you say I will do.”6So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had 
commanded her. 7And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie 
down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came softly and uncovered his feet and lay down. 
8At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet! 9He said, 
“Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, 
for you are a redeemer.” 10And he said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter. You have 
made this last kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone after young men, whether 
poor or rich. 11And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow 
townsmen know that you are a worthy woman.

Naomi gives instructions to Ruth to prepare and go to Boaz and lie at his feet. Ruth does as 
Naomi says.  

How does Boaz’s reaction reveal God’s activity?
                
  

        

YOUR VIEWPOINT
                
 

         

TRUTH #4: FAITH OFTEN REQUIRES WAITING.

Why do you think it is difficult to wait when it comes to trusting in the activity of God?
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 Read Ruth 3:12-18
And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I. 13Remain tonight, 
and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem 
you, then, as the LORD lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the morning.” 14So she lay at his feet 
until the morning, but arose before one could recognize another. And he said, “Let it not be known 
that the woman came to the threshing floor.” 15And he said, “Bring the garment you are wearing 
and hold it out.” So she held it, and he measured out six measures of barley and put it on her. Then 
she went into the city. 16And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “How did you fare, my 
daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had done for her, 17saying, “These six measures of 
barley he gave to me, for he said to me, ‘You must not go back empty-handed to your mother-in-
law.’” 18She replied, “Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will 
not rest but will settle the matter today.”

Boaz shared with Ruth his desire to redeem but there was one relative that was closer to her than 
him and he had the first right to redeem. Boaz tells Ruth in v.18 to “wait”. 

Waiting is a part of our faith walk with Christ. Often, there are not instant answers or directions.  
This is where faith comes in. Abraham waited for twenty-five years for his son, Isaac. Israel waited 
forty years before they entered the Promised Land. Hannah waited years before she had a child. 
Mary and Martha waited several days for Jesus to come and raise Lazarus from the dead.  

 Read Isaiah 40:31 
but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

What benefit can come from waiting?

                
          
Have there been times in your faith walk where you had to wait?
                
 

         
What benefit did you gain from your time of waiting?
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 Read Ruth 4:1-6
Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat down there. And behold, the redeemer, of whom Boaz 
had spoken, came by. So Boaz said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down here.” And he turned aside and 
sat down. 2And he took ten men of the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat 
down. 3Then he said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is 
selling the parcel of land that belonged to our relative Elimelech. 4So I thought I would tell you 
of it and say, ‘Buy it in the presence of those sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my 
people.’ If you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you will not, tell me, that I may know, for there is no 
one besides you to redeem it, and I come after you.” And he said, “I will redeem it.” 5Then Boaz 
said, “The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the 
widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance.” 6Then the 
redeemer said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right of 
redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.”

Does Boaz’s action here reveal anything about his faith and trust in the LORD?
                
          

Boaz offered Elimelech’s family land to the closest relative, but it also required redeeming Ruth.  
The closest clansman passed his right of redemption to Boaz.

 Read Ruth 4:13-22
So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went into her, and the LORD gave her 
conception, and she bore a son. 14Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who 
has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15He shall 
be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, 
who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” 16Then Naomi took the child and laid 
him on her lap and became his nurse. 17And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, 
saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the 
father of David. 18Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, 19Hezron 
fathered Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 20Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered 
Salmon, 21Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 22Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse 
fathered David.

Ruth is redeemed by her Kinsman Redeemer and yet God was working on an even bigger plan.
                
          
How is Boaz fulfilling the Kinsman Redeemer role a foreshadowing of our true Kinsman Redeemer 
who was to come?
                
  

        

YOUR VIEWPOINT
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III. CONCLUSION
Today we have seen through the life of Ruth:

 TRUTH #1: Our faith in God is intended to have a generational impact.
 TRUTH #2: Having faith does not make us immune from hardships.
 TRUTH #3: God is always at work in our hardships regardless of whether we see it.
 TRUTH #4: Faith often requires waiting.

IV. EXTRA TIME
What steps can you take to have a greater faith impact on your family and those in your life?

  

                
        
How can you wait well?
                
  

   
     

IV. PRAYER
Pray you will live out your faith before your watching world.
Pray for faith to trust God is always working in your hardships.
Pray you will see the “ram in the bush” God provides for you.

V. MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 16:7

WEEK 7
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February 14, 2021
Rooted in His Word: Faith
Ruth 1-4 – Boaz and Ruth

FOR THE LEADER
In the last few lessons, we have learned what faith is and how it played out in the lives of Gideon 
and Ruth. We have seen how our faith begins small and grows as we depend on the truth of God’s 
Word. We have also seen how faith is always in something. For followers of Jesus, our faith is in 
God and His Word. Last week, through the life of Ruth, we saw how God was always at work even 
though we might not see it or feel it. In today’s lesson our goal is to see through the life of a young 
shepherd boy, how faith enables us to stand with courage in the face of impossible odds and 
desperate situations. When God acts, the watching world will know more of who He is.

MAIN GOAL: To see through the life of a young shepherd boy, how faith enables us to stand with 
courage in the face of impossible odds and desperate situations.

TODAY’S TRUTHS:
TRUTH #1: All of our life experiences, including the most impossible ones, must be viewed 
         through the lens of who we know God to be, the Lord of Hosts.
TRUTH #2: God desires to strengthen our faith by placing us in impossible situations where He 
         is our only hope.
TRUTH #3: When God moves in impossible situations, the watching world knows more of 
          who He is.

Have you ever been faced with an impossible situation?

What role did faith play in your ability to stand in the face of that impossible situation?

I. INTRODUCTION
Our focal passage is found in 1 Samuel 17, but David enters the biblical picture one chapter before 
in 1 Samuel 16. It is in that passage where David is anointed as King. 

Rooted In His Word: Faith
1 Samuel 17 – David
February 21, 2021

WEEK 8
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 Read 1 Samuel 16:6-14
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.” 
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass 
before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10And Jesse made seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11Then Samuel 
said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, 
he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till 
he comes here.” 12And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and 
was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13Then Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon 
David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 14Now the Spirit of the 
LORD departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from the LORD tormented him.

God’s children demanded a king. They wanted to be like other countries who had kings to lead 
them.  God gave them their first king in Saul. Saul was not good for the children of Israel. 1 Samuel 
16:14 states that “the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul and a harmful spirit from the LORD 
tormented him.” God’s choice for King to replace Saul was David. He sends Samuel to Jesse’s 
house to anoint David as King. From the passage you see how each of Jesse’s sons came before 
Samuel and Samuel thought the oldest son would surely be the one.  

What did God tell Samuel in v.7 that would change His perspective on God’s choice?

Why do we tend to look at the outward appearance versus the heart?

David is anointed by Samuel to be king and yet it is years before he sits on the throne.

Why do you think there was so much time between his anointing and being recognized by Israel as 
their king?

WEEK 8
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 Read 1 Samuel 17:8-11
He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I 
not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come 
down to me. 9If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail 
against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” 10And the Philistine said, “I 
defy the ranks of Israel this day. Give me a man, that we may fight together.” 11When Saul and all 
Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.

Shortly after David is anointed as King, he along with the children of Israel find themselves in an 
impossible situation against the Philistines. They have been gathered for battle for 40 days. Twice 
a day the Israelites would line up on one side of the valley and the Philistines on the other and 
Goliath would come forth and make a challenge to Israel to send a warrior to fight him. If Goliath 
won, Israel would be the servants of the Philistines and if Israel won, the Philistines would be 
servants of Israel. The Israelites were greatly afraid, and no one would accept the challenge until 
a shepherd boy by the name of David came to the battlefield to deliver his brothers some food.

II. GET FOCUSED
 Read Isaiah 26:3-4
You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. 4Trust in the 
LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock.

 TRUTH #1: ALL OF OUR LIFE EXPERIENCES, INCLUDING THE      
 MOST IMPOSSIBLE ONES, MUST BE VIEWED THROUGH THE    
 LENS OF WHO WE KNOW GOD TO BE, THE LORD OF HOSTS.

What does God promise for those whose minds are stayed on Him?

The word “mind” is the idea of your conception or what you understand. The word “stayed” 
means to “prop on” something or “lean upon”. When you take the two together it is the idea of 
when our concept or understanding of something is propped on or leaning on God, then peace is 
ours. We are only able to do this when we trust or have faith in Him.  

This is like looking through a camera lens and framing the picture you are trying to take. We 
see the object through the lens we have. If the lens we look through for all our life experiences, 
including the impossible and most difficult ones, is God and who His Word says He is, peace will 
be ours. We then see the impossible situation through the character of God which allows us to 
define or clarify the circumstances rather than allowing our circumstances to define who God is.
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What difference would it make to allow God to define our circumstances rather than our 
circumstances define who God is?

David was placed in an impossible situation. From a human perspective, there was no way for him 
to be victorious. He was a boy facing a giant who was a battle-hardened warrior.

What present-day giants might we face?

Have you ever faced a situation or circumstance you would term as a giant?

 Read 1 Samuel 17:28
Now Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke to the men. And Eliab’s anger was kindled 
against David, and he said, “Why have you come down? And with whom have you left those few 
sheep in the wilderness? I know your presumption and the evil of your heart, for you have come 
down to see the battle.”

How did David’s brothers react as they looked at the situation?

 Read 1 Samuel 17:33-38
And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him, for you are 
but a youth, and he has been a man of war from his youth.” 34But David said to Saul, “Your servant 
used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the 
flock, 35I went after him and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against 
me, I caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him. 36Your servant has struck down both 
lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the 
armies of the living God.” 37And David said, “The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the 
lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said 
to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!” 38Then Saul clothed David with his armor. He put 
a helmet of bronze on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail...
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How did King Saul react as he looked at the situation? 
                
          

Why do you think King Saul believed in David enough to send him into battle against Goliath?

 Read 1 Samuel 17:39-48
...and David strapped his sword over his armor. And he tried in vain to go, for he had not tested 
them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot go with these, for I have not tested them.” So David put 
them off. 40Then he took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the brook and put 
them in his shepherd’s pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he approached the Philistine. 41And 
the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 42And 
when the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and 
handsome in appearance. 43And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with 
sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, 
and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” 45Then David said to 
the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you 
in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This 
day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head. And 
I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the 
wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that all this 
assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the LORD’s, 
and he will give you into our hand.” 48When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet 
David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine.

How did David react as he looked at the situation?

How was David’s perspective or view different from that of his brothers and King Saul?

David’s perspective was very different because he looked at it through the lens of who he knew 
God to be.
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 Read 1 Samuel 17:34-37
But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came a 
lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, 35I went after him and struck him and delivered it 
out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught him by his beard and struck him and killed 
him. 36Your servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be 
like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.” 37And David said, “The LORD who 
delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand 
of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!”

David had a faith history of God’s activity in his life that allowed Him to frame every situation 
through that lens of God. This passage gives examples of David slaying a “a lion, or a bear” as 
he watched over the sheep. David gave full credit to God for that victory. He had a faith history 
of being in impossible situations where he had no ability to escape and he had to depend on God 
alone. God had helped him in difficult, impossible situations before. That allowed him to look at 
Goliath and the human impossibility of the situation in the same way.  

David viewed God as “the LORD of hosts”. “LORD” speaks to David’s God being Jehovah, the 
great “I Am” as He revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:14). This name, “the 
LORD of hosts” means that He is the commander of His army of angels who battle in the spiritual 
realm. “The LORD of hosts” is used 235 times in the Bible. It is first used by Hannah as she is crying 
out to God, the LORD of hosts, in her barrenness (1 Samuel 1:11). He is the leader of a great army. 
He is the one who fights for us. She was in an impossible situation of being barren and being one 
of two wives of Elkanah. The other wife, Peninnah, badgered Hannah year after year because she 
had no children. Hannah called on the LORD of Hosts to fight for her. Her ability was not enough. 
She needed God to intervene.  

David had seen God demonstrate Himself as the LORD of hosts before with the lion. Now, facing 
Goliath he was calling on that God again. He saw Goliath not as simply a giant or impossible 
situation to be met, but he saw him through the lens of God being the LORD of hosts.

According to 1 Samuel 17:48 what difference would that change of view make for David?

YOUR VIEWPOINT

 TRUTH #2:  GOD DESIRES TO STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH BY   
 PLACING US IN IMPOSSIBLE SITUATIONS WHERE HE IS OUR   
 ONLY HOPE.
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We see this time and time again in the scripture.  We certainly see this in David’s experience of 
1 Samuel 17.

In 1 Samuel 16:11 we see David was the youngest of his brothers. From a human perspective, 
David was the least likely for the task. He was a mere shepherd boy. How could he stand against 
the great Philistine, Goliath?

 Read 1 Samuel 17:4-7 
And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath of Gath, whose 
height was six cubits and a span. 5He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6And he had 
bronze armor on his legs, and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 7The shaft of his 
spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron. And his 
shield-bearer went before him.

Goliath was big! The measurements given in this passage are six cubits and a span. A cubit equals 
about eighteen inches; a span equals about nine inches. That means Goliath was about nine feet 
and nine inches tall. Verse four tells us he was a “champion”. He was the one who stood out as the 
victor and of all the Philistines, he was separate from all the rest.

In comparison to Goliath, David surely could not win. In v.45 we see that David understood the 
odds and knew his only hope was “the LORD of hosts”.

Tell of a time when you have found yourself in a situation where the odds were stacked against 
you and your only hope was God?

God was at work in David’s life. David had been anointed as King, but there was still character 
development that needed to take place before He could sit on the throne.  

 Read James 1:2-4
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness. 4And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

What does James say is the purpose of trials?

According to this passage, what is the result of the “trying of our faith”?
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David, of all people, needed to be “perfect and complete, lacking in nothing”. He was to be the 
King of God’s people.  

How would the battle with Goliath strengthen David’s faith?

How has God used trials or impossible situations to strengthen your faith?

YOUR VIEWPOINT

 TRUTH #3: WHEN GOD MOVES IN IMPOSSIBLE SITUATIONS,   
 THE WATCHING WORLD KNOWS MORE OF WHO HE IS.

 Read I Samuel 17:46-47
This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head. 
And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to 
the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that 
all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the 
LORD’s, and he will give you into our hand.”

When God acted, what would “all the earth” know?

When God acted, what would “all this assembly” know?
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When you have seen God act in impossible situations, what have you come to know about Him?

YOUR VIEWPOINT

III. CONCLUSION
Through this study of 1 Samuel 17 and the battle between David and Goliath we have seen:

TRUTH #1: All of our life experiences, including the most impossible ones, must be viewed 
         through the lens of who we know God to be, the Lord of Hosts.
TRUTH #2: God desires to strengthen our faith by placing us in impossible situations where He 
         is our only hope.
TRUTH #3: When God moves in impossible situations, the watching world knows more of 
          who He is.

IV. EXTRA TIME
How did David’s faithful response impact the Israelite army?
                
   

       

How has the movement of God in your impossible situation had an impact on those around you?

V. PRAYER
Pray for God to give you clear vision to see your situations through the truth of who He is. 

Pray for strength to remain strong during the trying of your faith.

VI. MEMORY VERSE
1 Kings 18:39

WEEK 8
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FOR THE LEADER
Over the past month, we’ve been looking at Faith. We have seen how faith is the joyful expectation 
and the proof that something is going to happen even though it has not happened yet. God is 
always at work, and this faith is intended to have a generational impact. Last week we saw in 
David’s battle with Goliath how faith enables us to stand with courage in the face of impossible 
odds and desperate situations. David’s battle was against impossible odds. The battle we’re 
looking at today deals with the culture and practices of this present age.

MAIN GOAL: No matter how contrary to the truth of the word of God our culture becomes, our 
faith enables us to take a stand for what is true.

TODAY’S TRUTHS:
TRUTH #1: God will only allow His people to rebel and refuse to take a stand for so long until He   
          intervenes. He will intervene!
TRUTH #2: People of faith must make a choice as to who they will serve.
TRUTH #3: When you stand for the truth of God the enemy will come against you, but stand,   
          knowing God has prepared you for that moment.
TRUTH #4: When we take a stand, God is faithful to provide victory.

I. INTRODUCTION
Our focal passage for today is 1 Kings 18. For us to understand what takes place in chapter 18, we 
must first understand King Ahab (the ruling King) and the culture of the day.
  
Read 1 Kings 16:29-33
In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri began to reign over Israel, 
and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. 30And Ahab the son of 
Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him. 31And as if it had been 
a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, he took for his wife Jezebel 
the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal and worshiped him. 32He 
erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in Samaria. 33And Ahab made an Ash-
erah. Ahab did more to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel 
who were before him.

After the death of King Solomon, God’s children divided into two separate kingdoms. The northern 
kingdom was called Israel and the southern kingdom was called Judah. King Ahab was the seventh 
king of Israel. He lived in Samaria, the royal capital of Israel. His wife was Jezebel who was a 
worshiper of the pagan god, Baal.

Rooted In His Word: Faith
1 Kings 18 – Elijah
February 28, 2021

WEEK 9
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How do these verses describe King Ahab?
  

                
        
According to v.33 what was God’s reaction to King Ahab?
                
 

         

An important word for us to understand is “culture”. According to Webster, culture is “the 
customary beliefs, social forms and material traits of a racial, religious or social group; also: the 
characteristic features of everyday…”. In layman’s terms culture is the way most people live, 
including their social and religious practices. In the society of the day, the king set the standard 
for these social and religious practices. The scripture teaches us that King Ahab did evil in the 
sight of God. King Ahab allowed his wife, Jezebel, to turn his heart from the one true God to 
the false god, Baal. Baal was a pagan god, especially among the Canaanites, who thought of 
him as a fertility god. He was also known as the sun god or the storm god. An interesting point 
for our lesson today is because of the false worship, one of God’s responses was to stop the rain. 
He was over the weather, not Baal.  

Verse 32 teaches us that Ahab worshiped Baal and even erected an altar to Baal in the capital city 
of the Northern Kingdom. They also worshiped Asherah, which is the female version or counterpart 
of Baal. Asherah poles combined with a grove of trees were typical objects of worship of Asherah. 
This adds to the depth of Ahab’s sin and idolatry.

It is in the building of the temple, Asherah poles, and the altar to Baal in the Temple that we begin 
to see the influence this had over the people and how it would have affected the religious culture 
of the day. It was one thing for him to have this privately in his heart but quite another to lead the 
nation into idolatry. The goal of Ahab and Jezebel was to turn all of Israel away from the worship 
of the one true God to the worship of Baal. The people followed his leadership instead of taking a 
stand. 

 Read 1 Kings 18:4
and when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid 
them by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water.)

According to this verse, what did Jezebel do to the prophets of the LORD?

These verses begin to help us understand the social and religious culture of the day. The culture of 
Israel (the Northern Kingdom) became extremely contrary to the truth of God under King Ahab.
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Have the practices of our culture shifted away from the truth of God and His Word? If so, how?
                
          

If our country has shifted from the truth of God and His word, what should our response be?
                
          

II. GET FOCUSED

 Read 1 Kings 18:1
After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, show yourself 
to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.”

 TRUTH #1: GOD WILL ONLY ALLOW HIS PEOPLE TO REBEL   
 AND REFUSE TO TAKE A STAND FOR SO LONG UNTIL HE 
 INTERVENES. HE WILL INTERVENE!

God longs for His people to represent Him to the lost world. In order to do that they must be 
different. The challenge of the scripture again and again is for God’s people to be in the world but 
not of the world. We live in the world and in our culture, but we cannot allow our culture to impact 
us in such a way that we no longer follow the truths of God and His word.  

 Read John 17:15-16
I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16They 
are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.

In this passage Jesus speaks of Himself and of His followers as “not of this World”.

What do you think Jesus meant?
                
  
        

 Read Romans 12:2
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
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What does it mean to “not be conformed to this world”?
                
      

    
According to this verse, how do we counter the pressure to be conformed to this world?

 Read Matthew 5:14-16
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.

People of true faith are called to be the light of the world. What does that mean?
                
     

     

When we are the light, what impact does that have on the world around us?
                
    

      

It is God’s desire for those who follow Him to have a Kingdom impact in the world rather than the 
world/present culture having an impact on them. For Israel during the time of King Ahab, the 
cultural climate they lived in had a negative impact on them.

 Read 1 Kings 18:1-2
After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, show yourself 
to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.” 2So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. Now the 
famine was severe in Samaria.

God spoke to Elijah and sent him to declare to Ahab that God would intervene in the lives of 
His children to turn their hearts back to Him. The people of Israel rebelled for so long that 
God intervened with a long drought that brought a famine in the land. This drought was God’s 
judgement on His people for following King Ahab and the worship of Baal rather than standing 
strong and worshiping the only true God, the LORD. Baal was seen by some as the storm god, 
the one who sends rain, but the LORD is the One who could bring rain. The drought was going 
to end.
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What message do you think God was sending to Ahab and all of Israel in telling him God said He 
was going to send rain? 
                
          

YOUR VIEWPOINT
                
          

 TRUTH #2: PEOPLE OF FAITH MUST MAKE A CHOICE AS TO   
 WHO THEY WILL SERVE.

 Read 1 Kings 18:19-21
Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and 
the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 20So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel 
and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21And Elijah came near to all the people and 
said, “How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow 
him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word.

Elijah meets with King Ahab and we know there will be a battle between Baal and the LORD on 
Mt.Carmel. In v.19 Elijah told King Ahab to gather all the people together at Mt.Carmel, all 450 
prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah. In v.20 we learn the people of Israel are gathered 
as well. The stage was set for God to show His power to Israel.

In verse 21 Elijah speaks to God’s children and asks them a question, “How long will you go 
limping between two different opinions?” Some translations use divided rather than limping. The 
question is how long will you split your devotion? If the LORD is God, serve Him. If Baal is the true 
god, serve him. His point is that you must decide who you are going to follow. You can’t follow two 
different gods. Israel knew better than to serve Baal. They had a long faith history of God and His 
activity in their lives. He had revealed Himself time and again to His people. They knew and yet 
they were so influenced by all that was around them, they were trying to serve Baal as well. They 
were splitting their devotion.

Do we ever struggle with splitting our devotion to God because of the culture around us? If so, 
what are some examples of how we do this?
                
        

  

This question was nothing new to God’s people. Let’s look at two other times in the Bible where 
God’s people were confronted with this same decision.
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 Read Joshua 24:15
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land 
you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

In this passage Joshua gives the children of Israel several choices as to who they could choose to 
serve. They could serve the gods of their fathers. We all have gods of our fathers which may be 
false gods or the one true God. How we are raised has a significant influence on who we are, how 
we live our lives, and who we will serve. Joshua then said you can serve the gods of those in the 
land which you now dwell. This is the present culture you live in. There are so many things that vie 
for our attention within the culture of this present age and even our worship. Joshua then said his 
choice was to serve the LORD. This LORD is the one true God, the Great I am (Exodus 3:14). 
Joshua was telling the children of Israel they had to make a choice.

What practice of worship did you inherit from your “Fathers”?
        

                
  
What are some of the gods of our culture today that vie for our attention?
      

    

 Read Matthew 6:24
No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

What reason does Jesus give for not serving two masters?
                
     

     
What areas of your life do you struggle with serving two masters? 
                
     

     
In 1 Kings 18:21b, what was the response of the people?
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Why is it sometimes easier to continue to ‘ride the fence’ and say nothing about things contrary to 
our faith rather than take a stand for the things of God?
                
        

  
Have you ever had to make a choice as to who you would serve? If so, explain.
                
          

YOUR VIEWPOINT
                
          

 TRUTH # 3: WHEN YOU STAND FOR THE TRUTH OF GOD   
 THE ENEMY WILL COME AGAINST YOU, BUT STAND, 
 KNOWING GOD HAS PREPARED YOU FOR THAT MOMENT.

 Read 1 Kings 18:22-29
Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD, but Baal’s prophets 
are 450 men. 23Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it 
in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on 
the wood and put no fire to it. 24And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the 
name of the LORD, and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, 
“It is well spoken.” 25Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and 
prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26And 
they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal 
from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one 
answered. And they limped around the altar that they had made. 27And at noon Elijah mocked 
them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is 
on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28And they cried aloud and cut 
themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 
29And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there 
was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.

In verse 24 the battle line is drawn!

Based on this passage, what would determine who was the only true God/god to worship?
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The enemy was at work. The prophets of Baal laid their sacrifice on the altar and then began to 
evoke Baal to come and send fire and receive the sacrifice. The prophets of Baal prayed, and they 
limped or danced around the altar (v.26). They cried and even cut themselves hoping Baal would 
respond (v.28).

How did Baal respond?
                
  

        
Elijah was doing battle with the enemy, but he had been prepared for the battle. God is always at 
work and He is a God who leads from the future. He is not bound by time and knows what is going 
to happen and what battles and victories await us. In every faith step we take, God is preparing 
us for what is coming. Elijah needed to know the power of God and that He could do anything! As 
each of the following three miracles happened, his faith in God grew stronger and stronger. He was 
ready for battle. Let’s look back to see how God prepared Elijah for this pivotal moment.

 Read 1 Kings 17:3-7
“Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the 
Jordan. 4You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5So 
he went and did according to the word of the LORD. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that 
is east of the Jordan. 6And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and 
meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 7And after a while the brook dried up, because 
there was no rain in the land.

At the beginning of the drought, God sent Elijah to live on the east side of the Jordan near the 
brook of Cherith. He would get water from the brook and he would receive food from the ravens 
that God sent. God provided in a miraculous way. There was nothing Elijah could do to take care 
of his needs. He had to rely on God.

The water in the brook finally dried up because there was no rain. What was Elijah to do now? Let’s 
look at how God will provide miraculously again.

 Read 1 Kings 17:8-16
Then the word of the LORD came to him, 9“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and 
dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10So he arose and went to 
Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. 
And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11And as she 
was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12And 
she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a 
little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for 
myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and 
do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make 
something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour 
shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain 
upon the earth.’” 15And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for 
many days. 16The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to 
the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.
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God once again provides food for Elijah in a miraculous way. God, in His foreknowledge, led Elijah 
to this divine appointment. This was all part of God’s plan to build Elijah’s faith so that he would be 
able to stand for God on Mt.Carmel. 

 Read 1 Kings 17:17-24
After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill. And his illness was so severe 
that there was no breath left in him. 18And she said to Elijah, “What have you against me, O man of 
God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance and to cause the death of my son!” 
19And he said to her, “Give me your son.” And he took him from her arms and carried him up into 
the upper chamber where he lodged, and laid him on his own bed. 20And he cried to the LORD, “O 
LORD my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by killing her 
son?” 21Then he stretched himself upon the child three times and cried to the LORD, “O LORD my 
God, let this child’s life come into him again.” 22And the LORD listened to the voice of Elijah. And 
the life of the child came into him again, and he revived. 23And Elijah took the child and brought 
him down from the upper chamber into the house and delivered him to his mother. And Elijah said, 
“See, your son lives.” 24And the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God, and 
that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.”

God performs a miracle through Elijah by bringing the woman’s son back to life. God’s power 
over death was solidified in Elijah’s belief. God showed Elijah that He was able to do anything. He 
showed Elijah that He could overcome his greatest fear, death.

According to v.24, what does the woman know after this miracle?
                
         

 

How did God use these three mighty acts to prepare Elijah for the battle at Mt.Carmel?
                
       

   

In retrospect, how have you seen God prepare you for the spiritual battles that you face?
                
       

   

Spiritual battles are real, and God will provide all we need to stand. We see this in the life of Elijah, 
and Paul also speaks to it in Ephesians.
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 Read Ephesians 6:10-13 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over 
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take 
up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand firm.

What tools has God provided for us to stand in our spiritual battles?
                
          

YOUR VIEWPOINT
                
  

        

 TRUTH #4: WHEN WE TAKE A STAND, GOD IS FAITHFUL TO   
 PROVIDE VICTORY.

 Read 1 Kings 18:30-35
Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him. 
And he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down. 31Elijah took twelve stones, 
according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, 
saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 32and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. 
And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs of seed. 33And he put 
the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars 
with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 34And he said, “Do it a second 
time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third 
time. 35And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water.

After Baal did not respond, it was God’s turn to respond. As you recall, Israel was having a drought. 
It had not rained for three plus years. Elijah prepared the altar to God with the sacrifice on it. 
There was a trench dug around the altar and Elijah had four barrels of water poured over the 
sacrifice. This was repeated three times for a total of 12 barrels of water. The altar, wood, 
sacrifice and trench were completely saturated with water.

How did this demonstrate Elijah’s trust in God to do the unimaginable?
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 Read 1 Kings 18:36-37 
And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O LORD, 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I 
am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word. 37Answer me, O LORD, answer 
me, that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts 
back.”

Elijah prayed and believed God would respond in a mighty way. God had proven Himself to Elijah 
several times and now Elijah had no doubt that God would show up.  

What was the impact on the people when God answered Elijah’s prayer?
 

                
         

When we take a stand, knowing God has prepared us for that moment, what impact might it have 
on those watching us?
                
   

       

 Read 1 Kings 18:38-39
Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and 
the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39And when all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.”

God answered and consumed the water, wood, stones and sacrifice. God proved that He alone 
was God. God won the victory that day. Through Jesus, we know that God has already won the 
ultimate victory over sin and death. 

Knowing that God has already won the victory, how does that affect your courage to take a stand 
for Him?
                
 

         

YOUR VIEWPOINT
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III. CONCLUSION
Our culture is quite contrary to the truth of God and His word. We face battles on every side to 
surrender, condone or change our thinking to come in line with the world’s view. We have seen, 
in our lesson today, that no matter how contrary to God’s truth our culture becomes, our faith 
enables us to take a stand for what is true.

Is it difficult for you to take a stand when the world around you is contrary to the truth of God and 
His word? If so, why?
  

                
        

Where can you find strength to take a stand?
                
  

        

What possible steps can you take to strengthen your faith so you will be able to take a stand?
                
  

        

IV. PRAYER
Pray for us to clearly see the difference between what our culture says is correct and what 
the Word of God says is correct.

Pray for God to show you what you need to do to take a stand in your home, place of work, 
or school.

V. MEMORY VERSE
Nehemiah 1:9
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