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We can begin by summarizing the theology this way:
The kingdom of God (that is, the redem

ptive presence and activiry
of God in human lives) has come into

the world to work oy the
mission of God (the redeeming and restorin

g of human lives ¢,
the kingdom of God)

through zhe pegple of God (
presence and activity of God made tan
beings).

the redemptiye
gible to other humgy

My car has several complex systems working together in order
allow me to drive to the store simply. In the

complex “systems” (namely,
together in order to alloy
redemptive mission .

to participatc.

same way, God has his
his kingdom and his mission) working
us (his people) to be included in his

-and ina way thar is simple enough for any of us

Let’s take a look at each of these

mission of God and the People of God,

HERE'S THE po|NT-

¢ seck, recognize and r,
lives of the peo

How do w
doing in the | ¢spond to what Jesus is already
Ple we are eniov;

CHAPTER 8 5
THE KINGDOM OF 6O

. * ?’)
“VWhat shall we say the kingdom of God is like:
—]Jesus in Mark 4:30

and restore all people to himself

- m
T he mission of God s to redee y the arrival of the kingdom of

Huh?

I know. Let’s start unpacking €
teaches us about the kingdom of God.

announce,
The kingdom of God is what Jesus came tO

1d receive it.
open up to all who wou

his with an overview of what Jesus

display and

. ing into our

Jesus indicates that the kingdom of God i -alr;:flz::n;ifllthc last
i ome in

communiey °3Chuj :Z; ;;i\zc:h:?ltlh:ol:i:gdom is in play all aroun: ucs;

. Jous “:ms may not get a direct look at it with our CYCS.' An al)i’

even :h?ug W;S of)’thc kingdom as a present and rcdcmptxjrclr;.ut)y

Jesus sl apes k and find (Matthew 7:7). It is among us (Lul\;:/i thcw

tlha'lt wict:i‘: i::ch of us (Mark 12:34). It is messing with us (Mat

tisw

13:33).
With the arrival of Jes

i m of ea
heaven is now coming into the created real

. . £
i ing, the invisible kingdom o
e rth ... breaking in ...
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taking root ... raking over (Mark 3:27). The work of thj

reclaix;:n and restore all created things (Revelation 21-5)lbu J

us to is “raki - e

e ;)}:\; ::1:;;:; taking over” does not look like what t:: :::1:

Mk ) hcw 20:25). The restoration is taking root quje]
’ ' the hearts of people (Mark 4:20), usuall 'q 'cry

ways that can easily be underestimated (Matthew 13-:%1) buty ;ln "

: that will

prove to be decisive and transforming
o nstorming in God’s good time (Marthey

s kingdom is to

A .
nd Jesus invites us to seek i first of all (Macthew 6:33)

llan:lu“g'lmeadj cccu[[l‘ng IlglltECfD[c our c) ES"Uld € can se :

if we seek it. In fact J
. » Jesus says, the more we i
gMatthcw 7:8) and the more we see the more e o e il
3:12). On the othe
r hand, Jesu
be missed. Yes, e

he can show us (Marthew
‘ that the kingd
o o wa gdom can also
ot \-v | be occurring right before our eyes, but will
cactivity we see as that of the kingdo L : e
warns us abour being like so many who willgb ke 107 )
perceiving” (Matthew 13:14). In other word
ords

that we will see whar is,

? Jesus
¢ ever seeing bur never
e » there is a real danger
» the activity of the kingdom of God
not recognize i i .
e e s bt ognize it (perceive it) as such That’
nvitation is for us to seek and ' :
recognize what i
to watch fo i e
o rwhat is already occurring, to rak
. . ’ c
y doing in the lives of people around o
sl us.
And to join him.

right before our eyes bue

already happening,
of what he is alread

Now, what does all this mean?

The an
nouncement of the arrival of the kin

d
stump speech of Jesus (Mark 1:15). It is what 8dom of God i tfye

Jesus travels around
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throughout the Gospels (Matthew 4:23).
kingdom, kingdom of God and kingdom of heaven

over 100 times in the Gospels. If we are going to
nd doing in the Gospels, we need to

g and displaying

ceachin,
He uses the terms

(all synonymous)
understand what Jesus was saying a
understand what he meant by this term.

And what does he mean by it?

A working definition for us could be:

The kingdom of God is the redemptive presence and activity of

God in human lives.
the kingdom of God is God himself. Wherever

God is present and active, his kingdom is present and active. So, in

the beginning when God created the physical universe, and people
ere created to live with God and be in a loving
And living with God is what
in the kingdom of God

To say it simply,

particularly, we w
relationship with God (Genesis 1-2).
especially the New Testament means by living
(Colossians 1:13).

Unfortunately, by the third chapter of Genesis, this relationship
was already broken and ruined by human beings through unfaithful

rebellion (sin) and we were excluded from his kingdom.

So, what would God do?

He put into play a plan to redeem and restore the created universe,

and people particularly, to himself — or, as the New Testament would

m. This plan of redemption and restoration is
until Jesus arrived into our world the
uman beings. Thus, as we

say it, to his kingdo
the mission of God. However,
kingdom of God would be out of reach for h

g our way through the Old Testament, God’s redemption
me to pass

start workin
and restoration of all things is a promise of what would co
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was also as fi

. carsome to .

thin ) us as it was

k about Mt. Sinaj jn Exodus 19) awesome (for example,

’ . A 1 i
Gods redemptive mission, the kingd © this point on the timeline of

om
out of our reach, Was awesome, fearsome and

ightforward way how God
n hlmSCIf, “’I‘hc Word [

inaugurated

H .
e no longer simply reigned over the created

n )
ow entered /70 the created world red empri w;)rld fcarsomcly; he had
Wh o
o en Jesus then began his public miniser
Is stump speech cente Y aroun

d thC agc Of 30’

I'Cd nw
on thlS new s€ason Of l'cdcmpl 10
hl h
C
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g. This stump speech is preserved for us in Mark
The kingdom of God is near. Repent and

he was Jaunchin
1.15, “The rime has come.
»
believe the good news! Wh
announcement of God's kingdom was that its coming was no longer

(like it was on Mt. Sinai) but “good news” to

at was perhaps most striking about Jesus’

fearsome €O SINNELS
sinners.

This “good news of the kingdom” is what Jesus went around
unpacking in his teaching and displaying in his miracles (Matthew
4:23). This is what he discipled his followers to imirate and replicate
(Mark 1:17, Luke 8:1, 9:1, 10:1, and Matthew 28:19-20). This
“good news of the kingdom” excited and mobilized the outcast and
marginalized while at the same time causing the religious elite to plot
his murder. In the end, the reason Jesus’ goal was to go to the cross
was so that he could once and for all open the kingdom of God to all
who would simply receive it — that is, reccive the full redemption and

restoration of God.
Good news, indeed.

I¢’s all there in Jesus’ stump speech. So, lets take a closer look at his

announcement.
Jesus starts by saying, “The time has come”

The word time is translated from the Greek word kairos. In Greek,
there are two words commonly translated as zime. One word is chronos
which refers to the normal passing of time. This s the word which comes
to us in the word chronology. But Jesus uses the other Greek word for
time, kairos, which refers to an appointed time, a time anticipated and
prepared for which is now here. What Jesus is saying is that the time

for prophecies, promises and preparations is now complete. The season

of waiting and hoping is over. The time has now arrived for fulfillment,
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reached the outer edges of the p

3 ‘ ond, b
ach the edges in due time. [ is e they are *Preading and 4,7/
wi

a

ssured becayse the sto

. . ne
In motion. Think "

Imeates a Joaf, The

hit the wager setting the ripples

of yeast thac spreads out and pe s already

o.f it like , pinch
pinch of yeast has
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che loaf, bur it is spreading and will reach

ime. It is assured because the pinch of yeast
meation in

not yet reached throughout
finduet

throughout the loa
serted into the loaf setting the yeast’s per

has already been in

motion.
pletion is assured, a done-deal, a slam-dunk

In both instances, com
d the yeast has been inserted. It

¢ has been thrown an

because the ston
and it will be complete in due time.

has started, it is happening,

rescue mission of redemption and restoration.

So it is with God’s
ent in

ment Jesus threw the stone of his announcem

From the mo
emprtion into

Galilee and then permanently inserted the yeast of red
the created world through his death and resurrection,
was assured, a done-deal, a slam-dunk. God’s restoration has not yet
reached throughout the created world, but it has begun and is spreading
and it will reach throughout the created world in due time. The ripples

of restoration are going out to more and more people even now; the
re lives as we speak.

completion

yeast of restoration is permeating more and mo
All this was unleashed as Jesus launched his public ministry with the
words, “The time has come. The kingdom of God is near.”

In Luke 4:16-21 we are introduced to this same “unleashing” in

another way. Jesus went to the synagogue in Nazareth and stood up to
read a 700 year old prophecy from Isaiah. For 700 years the people of
God had heard this prophecy. It recorded what God had promised to

do: had committed to do; would certainly do ... someday.

Luke explains that when Jesus was handed the scroll, he found
the passage he was looking for in Isaiah 61 and began to read it. “The
’ Jesus read, “because he has anointed me

Spirit of the LORD is on me;
nt me to proclaim freedom

to preach good news to the poor. He has se
y of sight for the blind, to release the

for the prisoners and recover
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P

C
k to the attendane apd sits

this scripeure i sit: “Tod
ure is fulfilled ; + loday .,
ed in your hearing” y

-Starting noy .,

In other words, game-on

until all things are made new.

From this time forward Jesus sa
» Jesus said to them, “game-on

Luke and M. '

" the timca: end up in the same place. Mark | 15.“7
[ Waitj :15, )

God is near” f, waiting and hoping is complere. e time has
% from this time forward plete. “The kingdom of

world and in play. Game-on1 the kingdom of God is in the

something like s¢5p doing naughty thi
i

doing naughty things, Bue the Grccn

s. And,
as 7 . kgWOer’ m.dCCd' We should stop
epent is the word meta-noeo whic which js translated her,
e

b ,
s much bigge, than stop doj,
ing

et

The Kingdom of God 8l

Licerally meta-noeo meansa changing of the mind which

bty things.
g ly changed direction of life.

is accompanicd bya corresponding
In other words, Jesus is inviting us t0 completely reorient our minds
he kingdom being redemptively

es around this new reality of t
around us. He is saying, “Reorient your thinking and

und i, Reorient your values and priorities aro

¢ what you are seeing and hearing around it.

and Jiv

present and active
und it.

prcsumptions aro
Reorient how you interpre
And believe this good news [am telling you.”

how to do this in some very
practical ways. But for now how does all this make joining Jesus on his
s? The pressure is off ! Jesus doesn’t send us to do
these things for him; he invites us to come do these things with him.
The kingdom has come and is on the move missionally. Jesus is already

ork. All we have to do is enjoy the
hat Jesus might be

In chapter eleven 1 will show you

mission simple for u

doing all the cruly complicated w
people he has put around us and pay attention oW
up to in their lives.

I¢'s called “secking first the kingdom of God?” (Matthew 6:33). We
can do this.

Think of how your day could go tomorrow if you too
practice of “seeking the kingdom.” Tomorrow you will probably wake

r day as usual. Perhaps you'll shower and have
-noeo (reorient

k up the

up and prepare for you
some breakfast. Hopefully you'll take some time to meta

your mind) around the good news that the kingdom will be on the

move around you today.

Then what?
As we walk out our front door and into the new day, we can have

two simple questions on our mind: “Jesus, what are you up t0 today?”

And then, “How would you have me join you?”
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.
You see, as we head into our new day,
tha i ,
at the kingdom has already come an
activity of Jesus is already in play. We do
] .

fh tJesus into our offices, classrooms of

¢ move there. We don’

. We

don’t have to conce

ripen pe i
pen people for their next-step toward

We can have gre, confiq
cf the missiona] Presenc -
n't have to worry aboy; hc o
neighborhoods, He’ alrcazw .
m .ourselvcs with how]csust:jrj1
e o faich. He’s aJrcady onir.

o is look for whar

In other words, seek the kingdom. Look f; Jesus is alrcady ShOWing s
. o '

rwhati
And join in, whatls alrcad}’hali’Pcning.

- HERE'S THE POINT
¢ kingdom of God i God h

ims i
elf and came into the created

CHAPTER 9
DOES THE KINGDOM OF

WHAT
GOD LOOK LIKE?

_who has been instructed about the

“Therefore every teacher ..
kingdom of heaven is Jike the owner of a house who brings o4t of

2
bis storeroom new Lreasures as well as old.

— Jesus in Matthew 13:52

S o, if we can seek and find the activity of the kingdom of God

around us, the next question is, “What does it look like?”

Certainly God “shows” us his kingdom in various Ways. For
instance, whenever we go by a church building, we have a pretty good
idea that the kingdom of God is near because wherever God’s Word
he kingdom of God is redemptively

and sacraments are being offered, t
operational. That’s simple enough to “see.” Likewise,
“see” the kingdom’s presence and activity when we see a
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). Paul calls this the fruit (or evidence)

of the Spirit’s presence and activity in a human life.
1% P

it’s not too hard to

person’s “love,

Jesus also says in John 13:35, “By this all men will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another.” In other words, if you see a Jesus-
follower loving others you are seeing and recognizing evidence that
the kingdom is present and active through the person. Again, simple

“ »
enough to “see.
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However, what about everyone else? Whar does h
God look like when it is present and active in the life ; c
without the good news of the kingdom? When so o
know, or understand or believe the kingdom has comncl:zn

is theirs? What does the kingdom look like when it i
is

someone foward redemption?

kinngm of
meone li\'ing
¢ doesn’; yet
d redemprigy,

still ripcning

X It will usually look like human need. Ic will look like wh
ope or redemption are needed, We can look around and o

Where can grace be applied?> Where can a licele love

a difference?”

ask ourselves,

and truth make

For th o "y .
mdcmpti::c t}llwllr:ig within the kingdom, love is the evidence of th
¢ kingdom has broughr. For those living withour .;hc
e

kingdom human n .
, ced is the evidence th :
working toward bringing redemption at the kingdom is near and

We learn to seck and recognize the kin .
esus i gdom in this wa :
i Gl e b e s g
ind comingen o tn}:. fnk about how often we see Jesus pressing in
neds et it nosc:i in nced‘. There were those who had ph s;gcal
who had spiritual, em C.C edhealing or food, Buc there were also yh
» emotional and relational needs s well those

* Nicodemus in John 3 askin

. the h .
wrestling with 8 ard questions he was

The woman ar the well in

' oh
relationships and religion John 4 entangled in (oic

The disciples in Matthew 18 arguin
greatest " e s che
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The woman in Mark S suffering from both an issue of blood

and the rejection of her community
The crowds in Matthew 9 who were harassed and helpless

but also ready for good news

The man in Mark 9 who needed faith but could not yet

muster faith
The man in Mark 12 who had right answers but not yet right

understanding

o The rich young ruler in Luke 18 who wavered between the

kingdom and his seuff, the fulfilment he sought and the
sadness for which he settled

+ The woman caught in adultery in John 8 who very nearly

threw her life away for fleeting pleasure
Human need. The places where redemption is still needed.

By seeing their various needs, Jesus recognized where the kingdom
was at work in them and he recognized that they were actually ready
for him to respond.

The bottom line is this: if we see a need for redemption and
restoration in a human being, whatever it mighe be, we can recognize
that the kingdom of God is nearby and active. Why? Because that'’s
where Jesus will be. Remember, Jesus is on a mission. Redemption is
what Jesus does. We don’t have to wonder if he is ready to respond

to the need. So we watch for what he is already showing us. “What is
Jesus up to today? Where can grace be applied?” We can do this with
strangers along life’s way. But what if we regularly did this with people

within our relational reach?
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By the way, seeing what

“F
oreveryone who seeks finds " Jes
» Jesus says

His Mission

has ears o hear, let him hea, (Mark 4
» (Mark 4:9),

alot on her ming

Coincj
Clan >
ce’ Idon)t

incidences, So I called
ou

believe
ieve in coincidences
tto her,

Jesus is showi
Wlng us l
n Our d .
ail

(Matthew 7:8). “He who

Y lifeis
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. 2
Jicele starcled to realize someone was nearby. She hadn'
also a little embarrassed to be discovered in her
how this needed to go- The details are not

hat she needed someone to ask how she
with a prayer on the

She was @
. .4 me. She was

angSt,
jmportant. Suffic

was doing and to
sidewalk and some hope.

“Seeing” the kingdom was pretty simple in that case.

Often it is not as obvious. Most of us have become very good at

arts hidden. People make it hard for us to se¢ what
(I know I can be pretty good at

) However, if we continue to be

eittosayt

be willing to listen. We ended

keeping our he
ually going on inside of them.

. how about you?
m as we are seeking and listening, eventually

ding will show us where Jesus is at work

is act
hiding my heart ..
with people, and enjoy the
even those who are good at hi
in their life.

I worked for an offshore drilling
company. Oil companies hired us to drill their oil wells. After we drilled
the hole, they came in and started pumping the oil. One summer, the
sn’t doing very well. Instead of our rig being in
Alaska or the Gulf of Mexico drilling, it was sitting idle in the mouth

of the Sabine River. We had a skeletal crew on the rig that summer, just
maintained and to protect it from anyone

During my college summers,
drilling business wa

enough people to keep it
who might want to walk off with some free scrap metal.

nounced he needed a couple crew members to
work the night shift. Whoever was chosen wouldn’t need to do much
maintenance. Mostly they needed to guard the rig from bad guys

ce I am such a big strong menacing man (this is

The rig boss an

coming on board. Sin

said with a sarcastic tone), | was somehow chosen to be one of the two

night watchmen.
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The oth
er man was
Joe. Joe really was a big strong me
nacing m
an,

We looked like a comedy team—on}

six feet, four inche
’ S u .
smiled. Ever. rall and weighed

Y it wasn’t funny. He Was aby
u
about 230 pounds, He ney, t
er

I
N was maybe five foor, ten inches rall wich
. out. 160 pounds right after a reall
specially when I got nervous

my boots on and wej
! ei
y big meal. And I smiled. z°xg}11<:i

Back ’
s bcut t:;)m L wouldn’t have had the vocabul
. ¢ “kingdom of God” i a
putting Joe and me together that S::l; el
ner.

Iy to describe it this
up to something by

Joe was angry, harsh, bicter

o cynical and ... did I mention he w
as

And I gor to spend 12 hours ev,

and hearing what he was angry ab ery nighe with Joe drinking coffec

be ang
ry and cynical, ro
» too. Over rj
who followed Jesus, And while ;il .
church-focused anger, Iy Lo

e
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¢ church but he did start asking more questions abour Jesus.
of € ’ o
at 1 couldn’t fix Joe and that he didn’t

1 realized th
y watched an

)1 realized the kingdo

er, swagger and pain.

d listened, (again, 1 didn’t have

Very carly on
m of God was nearby

want fixing: Burt as simpl
chis vocabulary back then
und Joe’s ang
friends that summer. He still could be gruff and
¢ whenever he was complaining about my
st pain Joe had been carrying
d itself on his

and active aro
Joe and I became

still shot profanity at m
hortcomings. But the deepe
minish. Peace occasionally showe
t God’s grace and about better ways to live in
even smiled. It wasn't

various $
around seemed tO di

face as W€ ralked abou

2 messed up world. And from time to time Joe

y bur at least it wasa smile.

aw Joe again after that summer. I don’t know if he ever came
by the end of chat summer, he still

the kingdom intersected Joe’s life
demptive work in him. The work
ast was inserted. The

prett

Inevers
to trust Jesus or not. I know that

hadn’t. However, 1 also know that

that summer in a way that began its re
but the stone was thrown. Theye

wasn’t complete,
m on his journey of redemption

kingdom had come to Joe and started hi
and restoration.

AlL T had to do was notice.
his mission is simple for us.

And join in. That's why joining Jesus on
plied?”

“What's Jesus up to today? Where can grace be ap

HERE'S THE POINT
gnize thac the kingdom

Ifwesecancedina human being we can reco
to look for,

of God is nearby and active. That is what Jesus invites us

recognize and respond to.



