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Our family has grown!  

 

 

 April–July 2021 
 

 

 

We are officially in-laws! We are so happy to welcome this godly young 

woman, Caden, into our family.  We are so grateful that the Lord allowed us 

to be present at the wedding in Arizona the end of June. They will be moving 

to the Raleigh, NC area in mid-August.  Please pray for Josh and Caden as 

they begin this new chapter and seek to honor the Lord in all they do!   

 



 

Have you ever seen a stereogram? One of those pictures that looks like 

nothing more than a bunch of strange patterns all jumbled together, yet it 

actuality contains a picture concealed inside of it? The thing about a 

stereogram is that you can stare at it for hours, and you aren't going to see the 

hidden picture. The only way of getting the secret image to reveal itself is by 

changing the way you focus on the picture. Instead of just looking at it straight 

on, you need to refocus your view to look a bit past what you are seeing. Once 

you shift your point of focus, suddenly the hidden image jumps out at you, and 

you wonder how it is that you didn't see it before. 

 At times, serving the Lord 

is much like a stereogram. Too often 

we try to see things through our own eyes, 

and we end up missing the real picture. I 

Samuel 16:7 says "...for the Lord seeth not 

as man seeth; for man looketh on the 

outward appearance, but the Lord 

looketh on the heart."   

 

 

When I try to serve God my way, when I try to see things through my own eyes, 

I usually end up missing what it is that God wants me to see. How many times 

have we looked right past someone because we were looking at them through 

our own limited view. It never ceased to amaze me how many times God has 

had to get me to change the way I look at things in order to see what he wants 

me to see.  

 

How many people have we had a chance to minister to that we probably never 

would have thought possible? How many others have we failed to reach 

because we weren't looking at them through God's eyes? Daily we need to 

claim Psalm 119:18, "Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 

During prayer time, Cecilio asks for prayer for 
us. We are humbled by the love he and his  
wife continually show us. 



 

your law."   

 

  

 

Until we start seeing the world the way that God sees it, we can never fully fulfill 

the Great Commission of reaching the world for Christ. Let me encourage you 

to see others the way Christ does. See them as a person made in God's image 

who needs to hear the incredible message of salvation.   

 

 
 



 

  

 

  

This year we celebrated 21 years in Mexico. Some of our greatest blessing and 

biggest encouragements are seeing people who were teens or college-aged 

when we arrive who are now serving the Lord either with us or in other 

churches in Mexico. We were so excited last week when one of our former 

college students walked into church with her two children. She had not 



 

attended in three years and we had been praying for her return. We were at the 

hospital for the birth of her oldest, Ariel. He still calls us "Tio Mark and Tia 

Donna" (Uncle Mark and Aunt Donna). Appreciate continued prayers for her!  

 

 

We are now back in our building every week, with COVID protocols in place. 

The university opens back up in August and for the first time in a year we will 

be able to have students once again in our home and church building. They will 

begin arriving  next week and we are excited to see whose hearts God has 

prepared for us this semester!  

 

Thank you for your faithful prayers and support! We pray for you all continually! 

 

Happily serving Him, 

The Whiffens 

Isaiah 6:8  
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