
       
 

Dear friends in Christ,                                                                                     February - March, 2020 
 

First, the news before the world was turned upside down with the coronavirus. In the first week of 
February, we held our annual pastor’s retreat at our camp just outside Lima. There were 43 pastors 
who attended along with their wives and children. We had over 200 present for these five days. We 
had so many attend this week that we were packed out wall to wall. We are trying to improve our 
camp that has many needs. Our major need now is for more space. This is a great problem to 
have.  
 

This year it was my privilege to be the speaker. I taught and preached 17 times on the life of Jesus. 
It was fantastic and a highlight for me personally. I have learned so much about the life of Jesus in 
recent years and it was pure joy to share it with other godly pastors. 
 

The following week was our Baptist Mid-Missions field conference week where all missionaries in 
our board that serve in Peru get together for a time of spiritual renewal, fellowship and ministry 
strategy. It was a refreshing week and we thank the Lord for our colleagues. 
 

In early March we flew to Trujillo. After 10 years, it was wonderful to be back and see so many 
friends. I preached for four days in the Seminary and in two different churches. It was the beginning 
of a new school year for the Seminary. It continues to do a great work there. They have many 
students from Venezuela and Ecuador. 
 

Upon returning from the Seminary, the coronavirus hit. I had meetings that were scheduled in two 
different churches and our all-day city-wide radio conference. In that conference, I was scheduled 
to speak and had been preparing hard for months. All of these meetings and many more were 
cancelled due to the virus.  
 

For about 11 days, all meetings and events in Peru have been canceled. By government order all 
are required to remain in their homes. Only those who are emergency workers (hospitals, drug 
stores, firemen, police, military, etc.) can be out. From about 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. one person in the 
family can go out to buy food. Grocery stores remain open so we can still buy food and supplies 
during these hours. The streets are empty, which is a total change since traffic jams are a part of 
daily life in Lima. If you see anyone out going to buy groceries, they are wearing a mask and many 
use rubber surgical gloves. 
 

This means there are no church services at this time. It is a hard time for everyone. There is no 
fellowship and pastors cannot visit their people. It is especially difficult for those who need to work 
to support their family for their daily bread. The curfew will continue to the end of this month. Then 
the president will make a new announcement on what measures will be the next step.  
 

Our radio ministry continues to broadcast 24/7 without a hitch. Our radio office where people can 
visit is closed. But otherwise, we minister the same and with the forced curfew, we have more 
listeners than ever! You might say we have a “captive” audience. 
 

The situation is very similar all over the world. It is so reassuring to know our Lord is in control. This 
gives us great opportunities to seek Him in a more intimate way. Many of you are going through 
similar trials. Thank you for your prayers and we are praying for you. 
 

For Christ’s glory, 
Stanley and Ruth Templeton 


