And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick
Luke 9:2

Dear Praying Friends,

September 2020

Thank you for your faithful prayers and support as we continue in the service of the Lord Jesus
Christ here in Soroti, Uganda during these challenging times.

Sending Church:
Temple Baptist Church
1545 Dranesville Rd
Herndon, VA 20170

Serving With:
BIMI
P.O. Box 9
Harrison, TN 37341

Contact Us:
sutphens@bimi.org
www.sutphens2uganda.com
www.soapuganda.com

Ministry: All churches and schools in Uganda remain closed, and this has been the case since
March 22nd of this year. I continue sending sermon messages via social media, to those who have
access, but also have begun meeting at the SOAP property on Sunday mornings with a limit of
ten persons, for worship, preaching and prayer. I will begin a rotation, so others have an
opportunity to meet as well. We have continued food distribution as many of the orphan’s
guardians and church plant pastors continue to struggle with having enough food to feed their
families. Photos below.
With this extra time, I have decided to bring the older orphans (14) in from their villages to SOAP
to disciple them. My colleagues and I use the book “Biblical Discipleship” containing eighteen
lessons in the fundamentals of the Scriptures for all persons being discipled. The discipleship
schedule will be analogous to their school schedule giving them a routine to stay busy, completing
all lessons within two weeks. This will also give the children a break from the monotony of the
village, tasked mostly physical work: digging in the garden, cooking, fetching water for the girls,
and digging and watching cows for the boys. Getting through all eighteen lessons while in school
takes the children almost the entire year or longer.
The children’s spiritual growth while in the village is negligible at best. All of the older children
have made professions of faith in Christ and have been baptized. The shutdown affords us this
opportunity to provide them with this next step commanded in the Great Commission, the firm
grounding of the believer in God’s word: Mat 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…
Life in Uganda: There have been rumors for over a year that the flying school airport in Soroti
will be made an international airport sometime in the near future. The SOAP property directly
abuts the airport and would most likely be forcibly acquired for airport expansion. We have been
visited a couple of times by airport and government officials, looking at our property and asking
many questions. We will put a hold on the construction of the new church building, adjacent to
the existing church, until we get assurance of what will happen to the SOAP property. To be
cautious I will begin to explore other areas where we might purchase land for a new SOAP location
in the Soroti area.
Prayer Requests:
• Spiritual growth for the orphans as they are discipled.
• Healing for a teacher’s young child, Miguel a 4-year-old, from a traumatic brain injury.
• A steadfast faith of our church members despite the closure of churches.
• Discernment in dealing with other orphan issues in the village.
• Wisdom in dealing with the future of the SOAP property.
Thank you so much for your support and prayers for us! May the Lord Jesus bless you all greatly!
Your Fellow Servants for Souls,
Alan and Elena Sutphen
Uganda, East Africa
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