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Recollection. On January 31, 1986, Jeanne and I boarded a plane in Birmingham, Alabama, and flew to the Philippines to
begin the work for which God had prepared us and called us. Now, thirty-five years later, by the grace and goodness of
God, we are still here. All we are, all we do, all we have, are all through Him. We have lived on the island of Mindanao
longer than we have in the United States. In one way it seems but a few months ago since we first arrived. And yet, it
seems as if it was a lifetime ago. It is amazing to think about, but there are many brothers and sisters in Christ that have
faithfully prayed for us since we first arrived in the Philippines. Please pray that God will allow us to continue serving
Him here effectively for many years to come; and that our service will be acceptable unto Him.
Relocation. From 1986 to 2001 we lived in Cagayan de Oro City. I smiled just now, remembering my former pastor, Dr.
Jim Vineyard. From the time we arrived in the Philippines until he went to be with the Lord in 2017, he could never get
the pronunciation correct, always calling it Cagayan de Oreo. He prayed for us faithfully every day. In July of 2001, we
moved to Dipolog City, on the Zamboanga Peninsula in western Mindanao. And now, we have relocated again. After
almost twenty years in Dipolog City, we have spent the last three months slowly transitioning to the town of Molave,
ninety minutes from Dipolog City. We have been traveling back and forth from Dipolog City to Molave each week for the
last six years. Finally, we are living here full-time. Still, there is much to do as we continue to adjust to life here in this
area. Actually, the relocation is the main reason why this letter has been delayed.
Regeneration. Of course, baptism does not save a person from sin; but it is a powerful illustration of regeneration. There
have been several new believers so far this year that have professed their faith in Jesus Christ through baptism. I wish I
had the time to tell you the personal story of each of the persons pictured here. Each one is a blessing and a cause for
celebrating again the amazing grace of God.
Sincerely in Christ,
Bruce, Jeanne and Emily Rice

