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In January of 2014 we surveyed Salug Valley for the first time while trying to determine the Lord’s
direction where to begin a new church. Salug Valley is an agricultural area with thousands of acres of
rice fields. There are eight towns in the valley with a total population of 275,000. The town of Molave is
the commercial center of the area and has a population of almost 60,000.
One year after the initial survey, we had our first services in Molave in January of 2015. In April of
2016 Salug Valley Baptist Church was organized. This area has proven to be a very receptive place
for preaching the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Over the last five years, multitudes of people have
heard the Gospel and many people have been saved. Five of our young people are in Bible college
and one of them is graduating next month. On Sunday morning, January 12, 2020, we had a
thanksgiving service to celebrate five years of God’s goodness and grace in this place.

One of the greatest needs of the church for the last couple of years is having its own property. After
five years we are still meeting in the same rented facilities where we began. It has been difficult to find
suitable and affordable property in our part of town. The economic boom in the area has greatly
affected the real estate market. Property prices in town have escalated wildly over the last five years.
New investors have driven the increase. Our rent is now double from what it was in 2015, and we are
happy it was not more than that. We know this is the Lord’s work and all things are under His
sovereign control. Still, the process has been frustrating at times.

Then the very week of our thanksgiving service in January, unexpectedly, several adjacent house lots
were put on the market about one-half mile away from our present location. Each lot is 400 square
meters. We negotiated to buy three of the lots, totaling 1,200 square meters, with an option to buy a
fourth lot later. Amazingly, within just a few days the negotiations were completed, the papers were
signed, and Salug Valley Baptist Church became a first-time landowner!
One acre is approximately 4000 square meters, so the 3 lots together are less than one third of an
acre. The owner is in the process of changing the classification of the land, which will take about a
year to complete. Consequently, we were not required to pay the full amount of $49,000 U.S. dollars
at this time. We paid $30,000 down and the balance of $19,000 will be due when the registration is
finished. Please help us pray about this great need.
We praise God that He is in control of all things, because the down payment was just the amount of
money we had available. We also want to say thank you to all the churches and Christians who have
been supporting us. Each of you had a part in the down payment; from the very first service in 2015, I
have been setting aside a portion of our support every month for land. In addition to that, last year
when we were on furlough, some churches gave special offerings for property. And finally, a church
that is pastored by one of our alumni here in Mindanao, gave an offering that was enough to cover the
initial attorney fees. God truly is good to them that wait upon Him.

We are looking forward to the day that I can step aside as missionary pastor of Salug Valley Baptist
Church so that one of the men trained in our ministry can become the pastor. One important factor in
reaching that point is having our own land and facilities. That is exciting to think about. It is an
unbelievable privilege to have a small part in God’s great work of world evangelism.
Thank you for your heart for missions. May God continue to bless you by His grace.
Sincerely in Christ,
Bruce A. Rice

