Greetings in Christ

March & April 2021

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, I pray this letter finds you in the joy of the Lord. As
Missionaries in Chile, we live and serve in a country that is at this time completely controlled by COVID 19. I
wish I had better news, but we have not been able to have church services in our church building for more than
one year now. Our capital city of Santiago is in extreme lockdown, we can only leave our home twice a week
for two hours with a police document. We have seen members of the church loose loved ones and not be able
to attended the funeral service because of all of the restrictions. Our local news channels are telling us that
hundreds of people are dying every day in Chile due to the virus. Chile is smaller than the state of Florida and
has almost 1.2 million cases of COVID and almost 26 thousand dead, so the leadership of the country is
completely driven be fear. We expect the nationwide curfew to last through the winter months in Chile. I don’t
even have space to tell you about the nationwide mask mandate. I’m sure you can understand just how difficult
things are and have been for the past year.
Last year we were locked in our home through some of the curfews and it was a hard time for us, so when
they announced they were shutting down the airport again and not allowing anyone to leave or enter the
country we knew things were going to lock down even tighter through the winter months. I and Marta made the
decision to escape back to the states for two or three months. We just can’t go through that extreme lock down
again. I’m preaching online to the church in Chile every week and feel like my hands are somewhat tied.
I can’t tell you how discouraging this is and the work in Chile is so great. We have several that have been
saved and need to be baptized when things open back up. We also have a couple to marry that have been in
sin for years. We reached them about two years ago (photo attached). We built the back part of the church all
new and still have not been able to dedicate it or even use it one time. I don’t want to sound too discouraging,
but in fifteen years as missionary church planters we have never faced anything like this. We know God is in
control and we completely trust in his guidance.
It was a blessing to go visiting with our home church and I was able to lead two Spanish people to the Lord in
their own language. Pray for us as we try to visit a few churches during these weeks and that Chile will open
back up soon so we can continue with the great commission.
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