
December 13, 2019 

 

Dear Praying Friends, 

 

This Christmas Season, studying through the genealogies, we see 

God’s plan to bring Jesus to this earth.  Since promising a Savior way 

back in Genesis, in spite of thousands of years of sinful man and the 

devil going against Him, God has fulfilled His perfect plan.  Sinful 

men (Esau, Jeconiah, etc), through their disobedience, disqualified 

themselves from the privilege of being a part of it.  But God’s plan still 

goes on.  And for those who trust His Word and obey Him (Abraham, 

David, etc), they have the privilege of being a part of it.  The same 

God that can fulfill the promise of a Savior made thousands of years 

and millions of people before He comes, is the same God that we can 

trust Him to take care of our problems today?   God wants to reach the 

world with His salvation.  And we have the privilege of being a part of 

God’s plan if we are willing to obey Him today.    

Political Situation 

As some of you have already heard, the country has seen quite the 

change in the past three months.  And it isn’t completely over just yet.  

We have been keeping up to date with many through the app 

WhatsApp.  But I will try to give a short summary of the situation.  It 

started with the national presidential elections at the beginning of 

October.  The country had voted that the socialist president could not 

run for another term, but he did anyway.  When it looked like the 

country would go for a second election, the polling information shut 

down, and the socialist president was shown to have won.  That next 

week, our family traveled to Santa Cruz (our state capital) to do some 

shopping, eye doctor, etc.  Possible voter fraud was uncovered, and the 

country started to shut down (with blockades, protests, etc).  We had to 

get back home as quickly as possible before the blockades trapped us 

in the city.  After getting home, we quickly stocked up on food and 

fuel to wait it all out.  Meanwhile, the people used peaceful blockades 

and protests to force the government to have a second election because 

of the possible fraud.  But many government supporters used violence 

to try to break them, including clubs, guns, and Molotov cocktails.  

Some of them seem to have been trained by paramilitary groups.  

Much damage was done, many people were injured, and several died.  

Over time, different groups started coming over to the side of the 

people, including the police and the military.  The socialist president 

and many of his top people fled the country.  Bolivia, through their 

plan of succession, has put in a provisional president and government 

to keep things running and to set up new presidential elections.  Things 

have calmed way down since then.  And we pray that the people see 

that we loved them enough to stick around when the trouble started, 

and that it opens up doors to reach them with the gospel.  We praise 

 



God for His protection and direction through all of this!  And we thank 

all of you for your faithfulness in keeping us before the throne!  

Without God’s help, none of this would have been possible!  What 

could not happen in Nicaragua, Cuba, and Venezuela, happened in 

Bolivia!  Please pray that God would keep the people unified, and that 

the right person would win the presidential elections, to heal the 

country and to open up their hearts to God’s Word. 

Junior Camp 

This year’s Junior Camp is coming up quickly (January 20-24).  The 

theme this year is Overcoming Obstacles.  And this year I will be the 

assistant camp director, meaning that next year I will be the camp 

director.  (This will postpone our next furlough from June 2020 to 

February 2021 to cover for next year’s camp.)  Please pray for the 

preparation to go smoothly.  (Lots of things were affected by the 

recent political situation.)  Also, please pray that many kids come, hear 

God’s Word, and make life changing decisions that will last. 

Ministering Through the Church 

During all the recent upheaval, we have continued to have services and 

try to minister to the people.  Please continue to pray for Camilo and 

Julieta (89 and 83 years old) with their obvious health concerns.  They 

have been and continue to be faithful believers, and we pray that God 

continues to bless them for it.  Please also pray for their son Diego to 

come back to God.  He is stubborn, but God is patience and powerful 

to change lives.  Edilberto, the local handyman, still is coming 

faithfully to services, but is still scared of doing discipleship.  He 

doesn’t think that he can.  Please pray that he would be open to doing 

to discipleship, and for wisdom on how to teach him.  Also, his son 

Juan David has come to stay with him during school vacation.  Pray 

that we can reach them both.  Susana (a former member now living in 

Santa Cruz) still has much to do with caring for her husband Marcos, 

who has bone cancer, and still having to worry about her mother Uber 

and brother Daniel here in Valle Abajo (getting family members here 

to care for them).  She tells me that he is doing better, but a mutual 

friend tells me that it is not going well.  Cancer care here in Bolivia is 

not great, and his cancer is bad.  Please pray for miraculous healing, 

patience, wisdom, and peace.  Anastacio has been a blessing with his 

desire to remain faithful to God.  And God has blessed his faithfulness.  

Please pray that he will remain faithful, that his daughter Daniela will 

also be faithful as she is working in the city now, and that he will be 

able to encourage his sister Sabina (and her family) to come back to 

God.  They come every now and then, but they definitely have fallen 

backwards.  Please pray that they realize that the solution to their 

problems is to get closer to God, and not to run away from Him.  

 

In Christ, 

Joshua, Jennifer, Rachel, Audrey, Daniel, and Katherine Morris 


