
Dear Praying Friends,            December, 2020

“Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanisheth away” (James 4:14).  The very first missions conference I ever attended 
in my life was during the last week of November, 1995.  I had been deployed to Aviano, Italy, with my Marine 
Corps F/A -18 jet squadron. Several missionaries had travelled from around Europe to participate in the confer-
ence held in a little military ministry.  I remember a teenage child of one of the missionaries quoting that verse 
during a testimony time, stating that she realized that she belonged to God and wanted to serve Him with her 
life.  God truly moved in many hearts that week through the preaching, and I realized that I had been holding 
back some of my heart from God.  That week, I surrendered my life to the Lord.  I wrote in the cover of my 
Bible “I can’t say no to God anymore” (December 1, 1995).  Almost immediately, the Lord put a burden on my 
heart for Italy, the land of my ancestry.  The Lord led both Jennie and me to do as Isaiah had done centuries 
before saying, “Here am I Lord. Send me!”

I mention all of that because I realized this week that it has been 25 years since that missions conference.  It 
has been a wonderful privilege to carry the Word of God to the dear people of Italy.  Since 2006, Jennie and I 
have seen the Lord start the church in Grosseto, many souls come to Christ and other churches started with 
the assistance of the saints in Grosseto.  Sometimes, it is difficult to see God working in the present. But look-
ing back over 25 years, you can’t help but see His mighty hand in so many instances.  Our prayer is that God 
will continue to call laborers to Italy and that many more souls will come to Christ in this wonderful country.

Tuscany “Red Zone” – Our region has been categorized as a “Red Zone” since mid-November.  This is Italy’s 
most elevated restriction status due to COVID-19 spread factors.  This time, churches have been allowed 
to stay open, but most business are closed.  We added a service on Sunday morning in order to reduce the 
number of people attending at once.  Our doors and windows have to stay open, and people are not allowed to 
travel outside their city limits, so some of our people are not able to reach our church.  Nonetheless, our online 
services continue, and we are staying in touch with the brethren regularly.

Reggio Emilia Mission’s Conference – Just before the new restrictions went into effect, we were able to par-
ticipate in a missions conference in a young church plant in central Italy.  It is a real joy to meet new believers 
in Italy and see them take on the responsibility of the Great Commission.  

Young believers and souls we are trying to reach
Fabrizio has been in our prayer letters many times over the past ten years.  I’m so happy to share that he 
has recently returned to church with a renewed passion to grow in the Lord.  It was so encouraging to hear 
him tell me that he wants “to be a good sheep.” Please continue to pray for his family and him.
Anna has been faithfully growing and really reaching out to her family.  Please pray for her sister Rosan-
na’s (for whom Anna is deeply burdened) salvation.

Your fellow servants in Grosseto-Italy,
Frank, Jennie, Frankie, Arianna and Katiana Maietta
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