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Spiritual Warfare: When we first began to learn about the Kichwa people that God had
called us to serve, we learned that they were animistic in their beliefs. This means they
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practice spirit worship, and that they believe that everything in the created world has a
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soul. We learned that for centuries our people have had connections to spirit worship and
many other idolatrous practices. However, we did not fully understand how much this belief
system truly controls the Kichwa people and how much it would effect our life and ministry,
even today. Many people said that those animistic practices were being abandoned by the
younger generation, and that only the the older generation still held to those beliefs.
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However, we have now learned this is not true. Just recently, we have been exposed to
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many demonic incidences in which only God could have given us protection. In the past few
months, our family (and our people) have been directly confronted by satan- followers,
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visions of spirits, visits from the “dead”, “curses” on Christians, forced visits from witch
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doctors (shamans) in order to perform “ceremonies” on Christians, and so much more.
Much of this culminated last week when we visited a Christian’s home and found a shrine
that was built in order to worship the moon in her yard. We had never seen such a shrine,
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and we asked her about it; she told us that the shrine was built by a family member, without
her permission. She didn’t know what to do, but she said that she wanted the shrine torn
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down; however, she was fearful of the consequences. So, following the many examples that
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we find in the Old Testament of spiritual leaders that “tore down the high places,” we
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destroyed the shrine, filled in the holes, and removed all evidence that it had been there.
That night, the builder of the shrine returned with plans to perform a ceremony to the
moon, and found that the shrine had been destroyed. The Christian in whose home this had
taken place was not present at this time of
confrontation, so the builder began to ask around to find out what had happened. The
people were quick to tell him that “Wawki William” (Brother William in Kichwa) had torn the
shrine down. I wish there was a way to adequately express how important this step was in
our culture to take a stand against Satan and his devices. While this has angered many spirit
worshippers and shamans, a testimony has been given to the Creator, the one true God.
Please pray that God would continue to protect us in the midst of this spiritual warfare, and
please pray for continued opportunities to stand for the Lord in the midst of such evil.

PERSONAL CONTACT

Church Plant: Our church has been talking about the possibility of constructing a temporary
structure where we can meet. Right now, we have an option concerning a piece of land
where we could build. This land belongs to one of our church members, and we would use
the land temporarily (it will be “borrowed”), until we can purchase a different plot of land.
Therefore, the building that we are planning will be completely portable. The idea is that we
will be able to build the building, use it for a certain amount of time, and then dismantle the
building and move it to a new location, once new land is purchased. We are planning to build
this summer. Please pray with us!

Some of the children from Laura’s
class at the church plant! They’re
all piled into the back of Amos
(our truck).

Viviana Tuquerres: Please pray for our intern, Vivi. Many of you know her as Klever and Aurora’s oldest daughter. In the last few
years, she has been saved, baptized, discipled, and she has served faithfully in the new church plant as our intern. Now, the time
has come for her to go to Bible College. God has provided financially for her first two years of study, and she will be leaving on
March 27. We are so excited for her, and we can’t wait to see what God has in store for her future!
Residency Visas: Please keep praying for our visas. We have already run into a few road blocks in the process. The church that
offered to sponsor us didn’t have their legal paperwork up to date. Another church immediately offered to help; however, they are
now having the same problem with their paperwork. So now, we are talking with another church that is willing to sponsor us. We
have some time before our current visas are up, so we are praying that God would provide the perfect sponsor us.
Thank you so much for your support!
Serving Him Together,
Will and Laura

