
2021 July—August Update Letter  

Dear Pastors & Praying Friends, 

Back to the Ministry… On June 24 we returned to the Philip-

pines and quarantined in a Manila hotel for ten days. July began 

with us finishing our hotel quarantine and transitioning to our 

home for the remaining four days. We immediately got back in-

volved with Chris excited to preach our midweek service the fol-

lowing day.  We greatly enjoyed spending time with family but 

what a blessing to be home and back in God’s work. 

The people of MVBC remained faithful to the Lord and His work 

during the two months we were away.  What a great encourage-

ment to watch the men stand up and take leadership responsibil-

ity. The work of the Lord continued and souls were being saved. 

Bible Studies and Discipleship… Ivy’s ladies’ Bible study 

group was excited that she was back and able to continue teach-

ing.  Chris was able to complete our discipleship program with 

four individuals while beginning with some of our younger men. 

Ministry Activities… While 

trying to adhere to government reg-

ulations and restrictions, we have 

continued with our adult and youth 

fellowships to encourage our peo-

ple but also to gather visitors, es-

pecially among the young people. 

Bible clubs continue on Saturday 

with dozens of precious children 

wanting to learn. The children are 

still limited in going out but eight to 

ten groups gather each week. 

Sometimes they are even 

squeezed inside a home.  

New Staff… .We are thankful for some new staff members who 

joined the ministry in July.   

Mark and Rachel both completed Bible college and will be work-

ing with our school. Mark is also helping Chris in other areas of 

ministry. 

Io Bell was saved in our ministry about five years ago and is one 

of our Bible Institute students. She has surrendered to fulltime 

ministry and is currently our church secretary. 

Steffani also completed Bible college and passed the licensure 

exam. She has joined our ministry as a second grade teacher. 

Baptisms… We are thankful for 

many recent salvation decisions 

and especially for these four who 

followed the Lord in believer’s bap-

tism; Joshua, Angelica, Aleya and 

Dexter.  Please pray for each of 

them to continue forward serving 

the Lord.  Dexter is a factory worker 

and was reached with the gospel during our Saturday soul winning.  

After receiving Christ he has faithfully attended Sunday morning 

services for a number of months and is very excited to serve the 

Lord.  Please pray that his surrendered spirit will continue and not 

be choked out by trials or this world.  One of our men began disci-

pleship with him and the next Sunday he was COVID positive and 

sick at home.  Please continue to pray for Dexter, his daughter, 

Yuna Mae and his wife, who is a devout Catholic.   

Call Winning… One of the most exciting ministries to watch 

throughout this pandemic time has been what we refer to as “call 

winning.”  It can include family, friends, neighbors, etc. but many 

time it is just a matter of sitting down and dialing random numbers 

with the intent of sharing with a complete stranger.  We have expe-

rienced individuals on other islands of the Philippines being saved 

and continuing in online Bible studies. A few have even gone on to 

be baptized and join Baptist churches in their area.  That would not 

have happened without the pandemic. Praise the Lord! Truly all 

things work together for good to them that love God… (Rom 8:28) 

Covid…  As we entered September both of us ended up with the 

virus.  We praise the Lord for His grace and protection.  We are 

both doing well.  I will mention more in our next update but please 

continue to pray for us and our complete recovery. 

Prayer Requests… Pray for the ministry; God’s leading and His 

hand of protection upon His work.  Pray for our recovery and health. 

 For the government restrictions to be lifted  

 For wisdom in reaching people in spite of current restrictions 

 For continual growth spiritually and numerically 

 For our Academy since school again is online 

 For more Bible Institute students 

 For more converts to follow in Believer’s baptism 

Thank you for your faithful partnership! We appreciate your prayers 

and financial support. 

Christopher & Ivy Hurst 

 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God …Rom 8:28 


