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Dea r  p ray ing  f r i ends :  

 

Even  a f te r  a  d i f f i cu l t  l a s t  coup le  o f  months ,  by  God ´ s  g race ,  we  a re  ab le  to  wr i t e  th i s  l e t te r  w i th  a  sp i r i t  o f

g ra t i tude .  God  i s  showing  us ,  and  ou r  chu rch ,  tha t  we  can  f i nd  re fuge  in  H im when  unexpec ted  th ings

happen .  A l l  th ings  cons ide red ,  we  a re  a s  exc i ted  as  eve r  to  se rve  the  Lo rd ,  knowing  tha t  H i s  p romises  w i l l

be  fu l f i l l ed .  

As  many  o f  you  a l ready  know ,  f rom an  ea r l i e r  e -ma i l ,  R i ca rdo  ( the  young  man  we  bap t i zed  two  months  ago )

was  sho t  and  k i l l ed  wh i l e  he  was  de l i ve r ing  b read .  Maur i c io  and  I  went  to  the  s cene  o f  the  c r ime ,  and  were

shocked  to  see  tha t  i t  occu r red  on ly  about  a  b lock  away  f rom my  ch i ld ren ’ s  Ch r i s t i an  s choo l .  The  po l i ce  to ld

R i ca rdo ’ s  pa ren t s  tha t  they  wou ld  have  to  wa i t  more  than  a  day  to  ge t  the  body  fo r  bu r i a l  because  the re

were  o the r  homic ides  tha t  were  s t i l l  wa i t ing  to  be  p rocessed .  Some  o f  ou r  chu rch  members  have  become  i l l ,

t o  the  po in t  o f  no t  be ing  ab le  to  a t tend  chu rch  because  o f  R i ca rdo ’ s  dea th .  To  say  the  l eas t ,  these  even t s

have  h i t  u s  qu i te  ha rd .  

By  God ’ s  g race ,  my  f ami l y  and  I  a re  i n  good  sp i r i t s .  Coming  in to  the  count r y ,  we  a l ready  knew i t  was  v io len t .

So ,  even t s  l i ke  th i s  don ’ t  come  as  a  comple te  su rp r i se .  Fea r  i s  a lways  someth ing  we  have  to  ba t t l e  bu t ,

because  o f  God ’ s  Word ,  i t  doesn ’ t  have  to  con t ro l  u s .  P sa lm 138 :8  says ,  “The  Lo rd  w i l l  pe r fec t  tha t  wh i ch

conce rne th  me…”  I  have  chosen  th i s  ve r se ,  among  o the r s ,  f o r  my  re fuge .  God  has  p romised  tha t  He  w i l l

fu l f i l l  H i s  w i l l  i n  ou r  l i ves .  We  can ’ t  a sk  fo r  more  than  tha t .  A l though  we  a lways  have  to  be  ca re fu l ,  and

prac t i ce  God ’ s  w i sdom,  R i ca rdo ’ s  dea th ,  and  the  v io len t  na tu re  o f  the  count r y  w i l l  no t  keep  us  f rom God ’ s

w i l l .  

The  Lo rd  i s  s t i l l  g rea t l y  work ing  in  ou r  chu rch .  We  a re  thank fu l  to  i n fo rm you  tha t  J o sé  Escoba r  and  Ro lando

Pacheco  w i l l  be  g radua t ing  f rom ou r  B ib le  Ins t i tu te  nex t  month .  These  men  have  been  f a i th fu l  to  the  Lo rd

fo r  yea r s ,  and  we ’ r e  exc i ted  to  see  how the  Lo rd  uses  them in  the  fu tu re .  A l so ,  God  has  g i ven  us  a  l a s t  l i t t l e

b i t  o f  money ,  and  now we  have  saved  $20 ,000 .00 .  A f te r  14  months  o f  t r ans i t i on ,  we  have  met  ou r  f i nanc ia l

goa l .  What  we  a re  p ray ing  fo r  now i s  tha t  God  opens  a  doo r ,  and  we  can  buy  a  p rope r t y  tha t  i s  wor th  much

more  than  what  we  have  saved .  $20 ,000 .00  may  seem l i ke  a  l i t t l e  bu t ,  so  were  f i ve  loaves  and  two  f i shes  to

feed  5 ,000  men .  

Thank  you  fo r  you r  p raye r s  fo r  ou r  f ami l y .  We  have  seen  sp i r i tua l  g rowth  in  the  l i ves  o f  ou r  ch i ld ren

th rough  the  t r ag i c  even t s  these  pas t  months .  A l though  no t  how we  wou ld  have  chosen ,  the  dea th  o f  R i ca rdo

has  opened  the  doo r  fo r  many  good  conve r sa t ions .  Ou r  k ids  see  tha t  what  we  a re  do ing  i s  impac t ing

e te rn i t y .  I f  we  had  no t  come  to  E l  Sa l vado r ,  maybe  R i ca rdo  wou ld  no t  have  t rus ted  J e sus  to  save  h im .  Th i s

was  qu i te  a  sobe r ing  thought  fo r  ou r  k ids .  They  rea l i ze  tha t  R i ca rdo  i s  now in  a  much  be t te r  p l ace ,  thanks

to  God ’ s  sa l va t ion .  P lease  p ray  fo r  them,  a s  th i s  even t  has  b rought  some  fea r  to  the i r  hea r t s .  We  a re  work ing

wi th  them th rough  th i s .  They  know tha t  the re  i s  nowhere  sa fe r  to  be ,  than  in  God ’ s  w i l l .  Fo r  H im ,  
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