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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 12, 2021                                                                    8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                                   Twas in the Moon of Wintertime        Bells of Praise 

                                                  Arranged by William Ringham 

†CHIMING OF THE HOUR & INTROIT   

†CALL TO WORSHIP  

Sing praise to God, rejoice before him – sing in praise of his name! 

God is father to the fatherless – his name is the Lord!  (Ps 68) 

As a father has compassion on his children, 

So the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.  

From everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is with those  

who worship him. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul!  (Ps 103) 

†HYMN                                                “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                           No.234 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels. 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

True God of true God, Light from Light eternal, 

lo, he shuns not the Virgins womb,  

Son of the Father, begotten, not created;[Refrain] 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest: [Refrain] 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 

Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; [Refrain] 

†OPENING PRAYER                                                                                                         Unison 

Almighty and Everlasting God, Heavenly Father, we come to bow in worship this day. We are 

grateful for your nature and character – slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. We are 

humbled by your grace – claiming us and redeeming us from our sins. We are empowered by 

your calling and as fellow heirs with Christ in the next.  Fill us with charge – to live as your witnesses 

and servants in this world and your Spirit as we await your coming again. In the name of Jesus, 

we pray. Amen. 



 

†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed                                                       Unison 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

†GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                Unison    

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

  

THE LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 

 THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 Child:  Mary Parker Henry 

 Parents:  Parker & McKenzie Henry 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  

 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                   Unison 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE               Matthew 6:9-13 

CHILDRENS MOMENT                                    Pastor Powell                                               

WORSHIP WITH TITHES, GIFTS, AND OFFERINGS  

OFFERTORY                            “ Joyful and Triumphant!”                                   Bells of Praise                            

                                                Arranged by Douglas E. Wagner   



†DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                    No. 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

 †HYMN                                        “Blessed Be The God of Israel”                                        No. 209 

Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free; 

who visits and redeems us, who grants us liberty. 

The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; 

God shall fulfill that promise and bring the people peace. 

Now from the house of David a child of grace is given; 

a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heaven. 

Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, 

the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day. 

On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise, 

the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner’s eyes. 

to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace. 

O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease! 

SCRIPTURE                                    Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

SERMON                           “Naming Christmas – Everlasting Father”                      Pastor Powell     

HYMN                                              “Joy to the World”                                                    No.246 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 



†BENEDICTION AND TRINITY CHIMES 
(Please remain in place at the end of the service until the conclusion of the Trinity Chimes) 

†CHORAL RESPONSE            

Emmanuel. Emmanuel, His name is called, Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, 

His name is called Emmanuel. 

   CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD                                  

   POSTLUDE                          Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light                    Schop                                     

THE FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR 

THE FLOWERS AT THE ALTER are dedicated to the glory of God and given in loving 

memory of Katie Kirk by Joe Kirk.  

 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 

The Steeple is lighted the month of December in memory of 

Dr. Paul W. Boone. 

 

TUESDAY COMMUNION SERVICE 

Tuesdays at 4:00 pm in the Jackie Eure classroom.  

Music, short devotional, Holy communion, and prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Caroling 

Sing the carols and share the joy of the season as we travel from home to home. All are 

welcome. We will gather at the church just before 3:00 and divide into small groups and drive in 

our separate cars to 5-8 houses per group and sing! This is a gift of joy and love sure to bless 

both those in their homes and those singing. Fa la la la la la la la la…  

 

Christmas Cantatas 

December 19th 

The Chancel Choir will sing “Joy Has Dawned” composed & arranged by Lloyd Larson at the 

8:30 and 11:00 service. The message of Christmas is a message of joy - that joy has dawned 

upon the world - giving us something to celebrate! The Rise Band will perform carols of peace, 

love, hope and joy at 9:45. We anticipate the birth of a savior. Jesus is Born! 

 

Journey To Bethlehem 

Christmas is a time of journeys. Long ago a young couple journeyed from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem - To welcome a child who had journeyed from the riches of heaven into the poverty 

of a manger - On a mission to redeem the world. On December 19th, you are invited to make a 

journey with us here at First UMC. From 4:00-6:00pm you are invited to drive through our 

parking lots pausing at scenes of the first Bethlehem journey - seeing and hearing the 

announcements of the prophets, God’s words to Joseph and Mary, the busy Bethlehem Inn, the 

shepherds in the field, the angels, the wisemen, and of course, the little baby lying in a manger. 

Family groups will be setting these scenes; luminaries will light your path. You never have to 

leave your car! Just roll down the window to remember and celebrate the Journey to Bethlehem. 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

Traditional in the Sanctuary 

5:00* Family & Children Service 

7:00* and 11:00 Communion & Candlelight Service 

Contemporary (The Rise) in the Fellowship Hall 

3:00* Family & Children Service 

7:00 Communion & Candlelight Service 

*Livestream Available 

 

 


	PASTORAL PRAYER

