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CHURCH ESSENTIALS:
BIBLICAL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP—ACTS 2:42-47

First, fellowship comes from God’s grace. Through fellowship, one’s soul is refreshed, fed, and strengthened.
Second, fellowship is a test of active spiritual life. It means opening one’s heart to fellow believers. Fellowship 
cannot exist where there is pretense or concealment. We can be free from pretension and concealment in our 
relationships with others only as much as we are open and honest in our dealings with God and with others.

Fellowship is one of the keys to the effectiveness of a church. A church will never grow beyond its fellowship. 
Building the fellowship is crucial to the growth of the church.

Biblical Church Fellowship Requires Fellowship with God and Fellowship with One Another
Its two-fold, vertical with God and horizontal with others. 1 John 1:1-7.

Fellowship with God: 1John1:9, Matthew 22:37-38. Requires: 1. Confession 2. Forgiveness 3. Cleansing.

Fellowship with One Another: We can never be up on Jesus and down on one another at the same time.

Working with other believers to fulfill God’s plan will strengthen our faith in God and His Word. “When you 
meet together, one will sing, another will teach, another will tell some special revelation God has given, one 
will speak in tongues, and another will interpret what is said. But everything that is done must strengthen all 
of you” (1 Corinthians 14:26).

Fellowship is important because it gives us the opportunity to obey the Lord in demonstrating our love to our 
fellow believers “Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to 
those who hear them,” (Ephesians 4:29). 1 Corinthians 12 makes it very clear that every single member of the 
body is necessary for proper functioning and for the fulfilling of God’s eternal plan and purposes.

Biblical Church Fellowship Is Inclusive and not Exclusive
Inclusive fellowship notices new people. 1 John 2:2. The church must strive to be an island of love in a sea of 
hatred and competition. Jesus gave the church an inclusive mission. Matthew 28:18-20. Inclusive fellowship 
attracts. Regardless of racial, social, political or economic status. This involves being Seeker-Sensitive—Seeker-
Friendly—help others who attend the church feel welcome, comfortable and accepted. Seeks to eliminate 
barriers that would hinder a friendly warming atmosphere.

It involves worship that glorifies God. 1 Peter 4:8-11, 1 Corinthians 10:31

Organized for Fellowship: Small group connectivity. Sunday School is a natural small group.

Become radically committed to the community: “Millennials don’t ask what the community can do for the 
church; they ask what they can do for the community”. (Rainer, Thom S.; Rainer, Jess. The Millennials . B&H 
Publishing Group).
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Fellowship that challenges people to know the Bible: Today’s children are not content with their parents’ 
lukewarm faith.

The “One Anothers” Found In the Bible

1. Jesus said, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all [people] will know that you are 
my disciples” (John 13:34-35).

2. “Be devoted to one another in brotherly [and sisterly] love. Honor one another above yourselves” 
(Romans 12:10).

3. “Live in harmony with one another” (Romans 12:16).

4. “Stop passing judgment on one another” (Romans 14:13).

5. “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you” (Romans 15:7).

6. “Instruct one another” (Romans 15:14).

7. “Agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you” (1 Corinthians 1:10).

8. “Serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:13).

9. “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love” (Ephesians 4:2).

10. “Be kind and compassionate to one another” (Ephesians 4:32).

11. “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” (Ephesians 5:19).

12. “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:21).

13. “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you” (Colossians 3:13).

14. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom” 
(Colossians 3:16).

15. “Encourage one another and build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).

16. “Spur one another on toward love and good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24).

17. “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another” (Hebrews 10:25).

18. “Do not slander one another” (James 4:11).

19. “Love one another deeply, from the heart” (1 Peter 1:22).

20. “Offer hospitality to one another” (1 Peter 4:9).

21. “Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another” (1 Peter 5:5).

22. “Greet one another” (1 Peter 5:14)

23. “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another” (1 John 1:7).

(All Bible verses are from the NIV).


