
“Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern 
what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.”                
– Romans 12:2

It is no secret that the world we live in is full of opportu-
nities. The nation in which we are blessed to live in has 
been deemed a “land of opportunity” for many years. 
The structures built for the furthering of mankind are 
vast and continue to grow. Education is one of these structures that seems to grow and 
change at the speed of light. At the risk of sounding beyond my years, I can truly say that 
children are learning things today, much earlier and much more quickly than they did when 
I was in school. The world of education is ever-changing. There is a noted and considerable 
amount of this advancement that benefits society as a whole. Unfortunately, much of what 
is being taught through the public education system today is driven by political agenda and 
ideology. This will bring many Bible-believing Christians to a crossroads of sorts. 

Parents today are faced with the decision to place their child in the public education system 
or to handle their child’s education another way. Because of the innovation and opportu-
nities afforded to them, parents now have quality and viable options for educating their 
students outside of the public education system. While we greatly appreciate and support 
those believers that serve in the public education system, we must acknowledge that it is 
broken and does not share or promote the same values as believers in Christ.

For years, Northside has sought to provide quality education from a biblical perspective 
through Northside Christian Academy and has changed many lives in the process. It has 
become a staple in the community and is recognized by many as a necessary “light in the 
darkness.” As we continue to see our nation turn away from the Word of God and the prin-
ciples and values that it promotes, we see that this light is more needed now than ever be-
fore. The need for Christian education is great and the Lord has been faithful to bless us to 
provide this to our community. As we consider what this ministry looks like and recognize 

the dire need for family discipleship ministry, we cannot help but 
feel the burden to help equip families who are choosing to edu-
cate their children from a biblical perspective.

It is this burden which has led us to expand the ministry of NCA 
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and shift our focus to family discipleship ministry. The school aspect is still a very large 
part of this ministry but will now be accompanied by purposeful discipleship ministry for 
the whole family. To truly prioritize Christian education, we must consider that God desires 
each believer – not just school-aged children – to continually grow in their faith and knowl-
edge of Him. To prioritize Christian education is to prioritize the person and work of Jesus 
and the Word and Kingdom of God over every earthly kingdom. 

We are in a place and time in which we, as the church, must faithfully and unapologetical-
ly prioritize Christian education. But what does this mean? It means training our children 
up in the fear and admonition of the Lord. It means studying to show ourselves approved. 

It means not settling for the wisdom of the world, but 
continuing to reach for the wisdom that begins with 
the fear of the Lord. Those in Christ must pursue Him 
continually for both themselves and their families. We 
cannot afford passive parenting. We must not allow the 
world to determine what shapes and builds the worl-
dview of our families. What does it mean when we say 
that we are “prioritizing Christian education?” It means 
that we are seeking Christ above every other thing, both 
for ourselves and our family. 

Regardless of whether you have children or where they 
go to school; if we are not all prioritizing Christian education in our lives, then we will be 
ill-equipped and unprepared to be the salt and light Jesus calls us to be. The Lord is calling 
His people into a deeper relationship with and knowledge of Him. He is calling His church 
to stand firm on His Word. This doesn’t happen on Sunday alone but is meant to permeate 
every part of your life. Let’s prioritize His kingdom together!

“Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your strength. These words that I am giving you today are to be in 
your heart. Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Bind them as a sign 
on your hand and let them be a symbol on your forehead. Write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your city gates.” – Deuteronomy 6:4-9

“Pay careful attention, then, to how you live – not as unwise people but as wise – making the 
most of the time, because the days are evil.” – Ephesians 5:15-16

“SEEDS” VBS 2022!
We are just weeks away from our summer outreach Vacation Bible School. We will be doing 
an evening VBS from June 20th through June 24th from 5:00pm to 8:30pm. Registration for 
children and volunteers is open through the Northside App and on the website. We’ll begin 
each evening by providing a hot meal for the children and volunteers and the children will 
enjoy times of recreation, crafts, Bible lessons, and music. We have had a great response for 
help with VBS this year but still have room for any adults intersted! If you would like to help 
in any fashion, please let Tonia Crittenden or Afton Beasley know. There are also signup 
sheets in the foyer. Be sure to invite friends and family to this event. It will be a great op-
protunity for children to hear and respond to the gospel.
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In the meantime, please pray for our VBS comittee, our volunteers, and our community. We 
want to see children come in contact with the gospel and in turn, lives changed by the pow-
er of the person and work of Jesus! 

Opportunities to Serve
 
Nursery Ministry: We currently need more workers willing to teach a brief lesson geared 
toward the nursery age level. We have simple curriculum that walks you through the lesson. 
A willing heart and the love of God is really all that you need!

Nursing Home Ministry: Carthage Healthcare would like someone to come weekly and 
minister to their residents from the Word. Day and time is flexible. This is a precious group 
of people that are often overlooked and many are hungry for ministy. We currently and have 
had members here in the past. Speak with Pastor Brandon about serving in this way. 

Intercessory Prayer: Many of our members get prayer requests through our app notifica-
tions and are faithful to pray for those as they come through. There are often times in which 
those in need of prayer don’t wish to have their request sent out through the entire body. 
There are also things that come up in ministry that require more prayer and we would love 
those who are comitted intercessors to be available to pray in those times. If you would like 
to be a part of our intercessory prayer team, contact Pastor Brandon.

Panola County Prayer Task Force: This ministry is being sponsored by the Panola County 
Ministerial Felowship and supported by the Marshall Prayer Task Force from Marshall, Tx. 
Participants will have the opportunity to be paired as an individual or famliy with one of our 
first responders in Panola County. You will have the priviledge of being their prayer warrior 
for 12 months, lifting them up in prayer as they serve our county. This is a great opportuni-
ty to invest in our community! Check with Pastor Brandon for more information.

Opportunities to serve are listed on the Northside app and printed versions are available on 
the information tables in the foyer, worship center, and in the cafe.

Insurance / Facilities Update
We are currently in  a season of waiting. Our legal team is working to provide us with a 
suggested course of action moving forward with our insurance company. This means that 
we are waiting for that to begin work again on the CEC. There is much to be done in a time 
of waiting. We must first be prayerful in our waiting. Continue to lift our facliities situation 
before the Lord in prayer. We must also be faithful in our waiting, remaining steadfast and 
trusting that the Lord is working all things together for the good of those who love Him and 
are called according to His purpose. Finally, and likely the most difficult, we must be joy-
ful in our waiting. We fully expect the Lord to take care of our facilities. Our time spent in 
prayer and our efforts made in faith should lead us to a place of joy that we have the priv-
ilege of seeing the Lord move, yet again, on our behalf. While it could be easy to become 
frustrated or saddened by our circumstance, we know Who goes before us. We know that 
the glory of the Lord is our rear guard. There is nothing that He does not see, and nothing 
He cannot do. Allow the joy of the Lord to be your strength in this time of waiting to see 
what He does with our facilities as we prayerfully, faithfully, and joyfully wait on Him!



Giving Update
Giving is a topic that is either talked about way too much or far too little. We strive to main-
tain a balance of faithful trust in God’s provision and faithful teaching of the biblical prin-
ciples of giving. The Lord has always blessed us beyond measure with a family of faith that 
gives and we are so very thankful for that. The Kingdom of God is and always has been run 
on faithful giving from those in the body. From the church’s birth in the book of Acts, the 
people of God have been blessed both to give and to recieve from the fellowship of believ-
ers that make up the Kingdom of God. Though centuries have passed, this principle has 
not. The ministry of the church is still run on faithful giving from the body. 

Our recent decision to remove the tuition requirement from our school ministry may seem 
counter-intuitive given that our financial reality has not changed and that we are around 
$35,000 behind our budgeted tithes and offerings for this year, but it is very much in line 
with the principles of giving that we find in the Bible. We realize what the kingdoms of this 
world look like right now. We realize that the economy of the US is turning and things are 
becoming more difficult for everyone. But even in the midst of this, we are reminded how 
the Kingdom of God works through Scripture:

“But I have received everything in full, and I have abundance. I am fully supplied, having 
received from Epaphroditus what you provided - a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, 
pleasing to God. And my God will supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 4:18-19

“Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure - pressed down, shaken together, and 
running over - will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be mea-
sured back to you.” - Luke 6:38

This is how the Kingdom works. This is how ministry is financed. God blesses believers and 
they give. As they give, they are also blessed according to the Lord’s riches. Giving isn’t a 
means of getting blessed, but a way in which we can each partner with the Kingdom to see 
it advance. We fully believe that we will see God’s Kingdom advance through the body of 
Northside. We look for lives to be changed by the gospel of Jesus. We look for families to 
be strengthened through the ministry here. We look for the world to see the light of Christ 
through our church and we are trusting that the Lord will bring in every dollar it takes to do 
so. 

With roughly two months left in our fiscal year, this means that we still lack around $84,000 
to meet our budget by the end of July. While this is a large number in the physical, we fully 
understand that this is a drop in the bucket of the finances in God’s kingdom. We have cho-
sen to move forward trusting that as we give, it will be given to us. We see our lack as an 
opportunity for the Lord to show His faithfulness once again. We want to encourage you to 
make this a matter of prayer and not fear. As we trust the Lord to take care of our ministry, 
please partner with us in these ways:

1. Pray for the Lord to provide. He is our source and provision. In Him is all that we need. So 
bring this need before the Lord in prayer fervently.

2. Prayerfully give. Ask the Lord to reveal to you what you might give to help meet this 
need. Throughout its history, God has used members of the church to provide for the needs 



of the church. He has placed you within this body to partner with it in ministry. Giving isn’t 
always monetary. Consider how you might use your gifts and abilities to help further the 
mission and vision of the church. If you aren’t currently giving monetarily, prayerfully ask 
the Lord what you might begin to give regularly to help sustain the ministry of Northside. If 
you are currently giving, prayerfully consider increasing your gifts to help cover the needs 
of this season. 

“Each person should do as he has decided in his heart - not reluctantly or out of compul-
sion, since God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, 
so that in every way, always having everything that you need, you may excel in every good 
work.” - 2 Corinthians 9:8-9

Below is a chart that shows our year-to-date giving for regualr offerings, projects, and 
areas in which we still have need. This chart shows what giving needs to come in to ensure 
that each area is paid for. Use this information to partner with us in prayer over our finances 
and prayerfully consider whether the Lord is leading you to help meet a specific need within 
our church.

The chart below shows our overall giving (Tithes and Offerings) This is what our budget is 
set from. The last four items are specific areas in which you may have an interest in giving. 
Feel free to contact the church office with any questions you may have about these num-
bers. We are praying for you and your family and and looking for the Lord to do great things 
in and through our body.
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