
 

Hanging of the Greens 
1st Sunday Of Advent 

November 29, 2020 
 

Gathering in Praise 
 

Welcome                             Rev. Dr. Brad Stagg 

Prelude                Saviour of the Heathen Come       J.S. Bach 

Call to Worship and Prayer (Isaiah 2:1-5)                    Rev. Jimmy Spear  

Hymn # 125                                              Come, O Long-Expected Jesus 

Vs 1:  Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free. 

 From our fears and sins release us; Christ, in whom our rest shall     

be. You, our strength and consolation, come salvation to impart; 

 dear desire of every nation, joy of many a longing heart. 

Vs 2:  Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king, 

born to reign in us for ever, born your gracious realm to bring. 

By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne. 

Litany of Preparation                Rev. Spear 

How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus?   

With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty. 

How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the Christ?   

 With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living, ever green. 

How shall we prepare this house for the coming of our Savior?   

With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of His life, death and resurrection. 

How shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of God’s Son?    

 We will listen again to the words of the prophets, who foretold the 

saving work of God.  Glory to God in the highest! 

Special Music          Emmanuel, Emmanuel          Bob McGee 

Hanging of the Greens 

The Meaning of the Service – Dr. Stagg & Rev. Spear 

Interpretation read today by CYF Seniors: Ava Hoenes & Abigail Reardon 
 

The Sanctuary Greens 

Interpretation – Ava Hoenes 

Hymn # 136            Christians All, Your Lord is Coming 
Vs 1: Christians all, your Lord is coming, drawing near in holy birth. 

Ring the bells and sound the trumpets, let your music fill the earth. 

Dance and move to show God’s glory; kneel and pause to hear God’s 

word. Alleluia! Alleluia! Rise and let your songs be heard. 

Vs 4: Christians all, your Lord is coming, hope for peace is now at hand. 

 Let there be no hesitation, walk in faith where life demands. 

 Bear the word that God has given; share the birth that stirs your soul. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Chris will come and make you whole. 

---------------------------- 

The Chancel Greens 

Interpretation – Abby Reardon 

Hung by: Darren, Tori & Sam Pine; Vicki, Olivia & Alex Johnson 
Hymn # 170             How Great Our Joy! 
Vs 1: While by the sheep we watched at night, lo, there appeared an angel bright:  

Refrain: How great our joy! - Great our joy! Joy, joy, joy! - Joy, joy, joy! 

 Glory to God who reigns on high! - Glory to God who reigns on high! 

Vs 4: Jesus, the gift from heav’n above fills all our hearts with joy and love. 

Refrain 

---------------------------- 

The Pulpit & Lectern Wreaths 
Hung by: Tori Pine, Vicki Johnson 

Hymn # 164                 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
Vs 1: Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 

 Listen now to what we say: News! News! Jesus Christ is born today 

 Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

 Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

Vs 3: Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 

 Now you need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! Jesus Christ was born 

to save! Calls you one and calls you all, to gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

 



101 N. 10th Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

573-449-7265 
email: fcc@firstchristian.org 

Web: firstchristian.org 

The Table and the Cross 
Candle: Sam Pine Cross: Alex Johnson 

Hymn # 142                People, Look East 
Vs 1: People, look east, the time is near of the crowning of the year. 

 Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 

 People, look east: Love, the Guest is on the way. 

Vs 2: Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 

 Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 

 People, look east: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

Vs 3: Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim,  

 Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 

 People, look east: Love, the Star, is on the way. 

Vs 4: Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth.  

 Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 

 People, look east: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

---------------------------- 

The Advent Wreath, Lighting of Hope Candle 
Hymn # 132              When God Is a Child 
Vs 1: Hope is a star that shines in the night, leading us on till the morning is bright.  

Vs 2: Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, giving a promise of safety and worth.  

Refrain: When God is a child there’s joy in our song. The last shall be first 

and the weak shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 

Vs 3: Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, telling the world that the Savior is born.  

Vs 4: Love is a flame that burns in our heart. Jesus has come and will never depart.  

Refrain 

---------------------------- 

The Tree and Chrismons 
Ornaments Hung by: Abby and Nathaniel Pine 

Hymns # 119           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Vs 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here. Until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Response of Great Thanksgiving 
Stewardship Moment                  Rev. Spear 

Blessing of Home Communion                    Dr. Stagg and Larry Veatch 

Communion Hymn # 129         Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates 

Vs 1: Lift up your heads,  O mighty gates; behold the glorious Ruler awaits! 

 The Sovereign One is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 

Vs 2: Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 

 From earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy.  

Vs 4: So come, our Sovereign; enter in! Let new and nobler life begin; 

 Your Holy Spirit guide us on, until the glorious crown be won. 

Words of Institution                    Dr. Stagg 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

Kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  forever. Amen. 

Benediction                  Rev. Spear 

Postlude                    O Come, Emmanuel from Advent Suite          Wilbur Held 
 

Prayers of the Congregation 
 

Prayer is an important part of our ministry to each other and one way of 
sharing God's grace.  This week we lift the following people in prayer: 
 

Prayers for Support, Hope, and Healing: Dean Bennett  (Shannon Schaefer’s 
stepfather, hospitalized) David & Jan Davis, Frances Brown, Glenda Clark, 
Thelma Beem, Billie Silvey 
 

Participants in Today’s Service 
 

Rev. Dr. Brad Stagg, Senior Minister 
Rev. Jimmy Spear, Associate Minister 

Michael Sauer, Director of Music 
Travis McFarlane, Piano 

Dr. Rochelle Parker, Organ 
Ava Hoenes - CYF Senior, Reader  

Abigail Reardon - CYF Senior, Reader 
Larry Veatch. Elder 

Luke Stagg, Videographer 


