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Gathering in Praise 
* denotes to stand if able 

 

Gathering Music 

Welcome                         Rev. Dr. Brad Stagg 

Prelude                          Processional on ‘Lift High the Cross’        Charles Callahan  

Call to Worship (the people read the bold)                                             Dr. Stagg 

We have put away the festive trumpets,  

the fancy clothes, the chocolate bunnies of Easter Sunday. 

Must the message of Easter be put away for another year? 

The disciples say “We have seen the risen Lord!” 

In 2021 we seem so far removed from an ancient upper room.  

The risen One comes among us and says “Peace be with you.” 

We trust the words of Jesus’ disciples,  

yet we join them in fear of all that has happened. 

Jesus assures “Blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have come to believe.” 

Prayer                             Dr. Stagg 

* Hymn # 224                                                                      Christ Arose! 

Vs 1  Low in the grave he lay, Jesus my Savior, waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 

Refrain  Up from the grave he arose, with a mighty triumph o’er his foes; he 

arose a victor from the dark domain and he lives forever, with his saints to 

reign. He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!  

Happening Soon 

TODAY - Sunday, April 11 

On-Site Worship, 9:30am, Sanctuary 

Virtual Coffee Hour, 11am, Zoom 

No Youth Group Meetings 

Deadline to Vote in Congregational Meeting 

 - firstchristian.org/vote  -OR-  drop off ballots in Narthex 

Wednesday, April 14 

Midweek Connect, 10:30am, Zoom 

Bible Study, Noon, Zoom 

Choir Rehearsal, 5-6:30pm, Meet in Yonker Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, April 15 

Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 

Sunday, April 18 

Baptism Sunday & Stewardship Campaign Kickoff 

On-Site Worship, 9:30am, Sanctuary 

Virtual Coffee Hour, 11am, Zoom 

CYF, 6:30pm, Yonker Fellowship Hall 

Prayers of the Congregation 

Prayer is an important part of our ministry to each other and one way of  

sharing God's grace. This week the following requests have been made. Please 

lift their names to God, in support, hope, and healing:   

 Carol Thomas, Glenda Clark 

Submit a prayer request: firstchristian.org/prayers 



Vs 2  Vainly they watch his bed, Jesus my Savior; vainly they seal the dead, 

Jesus my Lord!   Refrain 

Vs 3  Death cannot keep its prey, Jesus my Savior; he tore the bars away, 

Jesus my Lord!   Refrain 

Proclaiming the Word 
Children’s Moment                 Dr. Stagg 

Scripture:  John 20:19-31 (NRSV)                                    Dr. Stagg 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 

of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples  

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 

you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 

and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 

and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 

but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said 

to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 

you may have life in his name.      

           This is the Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                  Receive the Holy Spirit 

Music                          Wonderful, Wonderful Jesus           arr. Peggy Tolson 

Stewardship Moment                                     Dr. Stagg 
* Doxology (Hymn # 46)            Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here  

below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost. Amen.  

Response of Great Thanksgiving 

Invitation to the Table                                            Dr. Stagg 

Communion Hymn # 227                   In the Garden 

Vs 1  I come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses; and 

the voice I hear, falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses.  

Refrain  And he walks with me, and he talks with me, and he tells me I am 

his own, and the joy we share, as we tarry there, none other has ever 

known. 

Vs 2  He speaks, and the sound of his voice is so sweet the birds hush their 

singing, and the melody that he gave to me within my heart is ringing.  Ref. 

Vs 3  I’d stay in the garden with him though the night around me be falling, 

but he bids me go; through the voice of woe his voice to me is calling.  Ref. 

Words of Institution                Dr. Stagg 

Elder’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                    Mark Mills 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  forever. Amen. 

* Benediction                  Dr. Stagg 

* Postlude                   Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones           arr. Jeffrey Blersch 

 

As the postlude is offered, please depart in quiet reverence,  

or linger/be seated in the pews to listen and reflect.  
 

Today’s Chancel Flowers are given by Tom & Carol Hughey in honor of  

Evelyn Myers & Edward Hinderberger. 


