On the Sundays we are not together, we offer this at-home worship experience. (Different from the YouTube version.)
Find a place — space to sit. Pick a view, be comfortable. Light a candle nearby. Gather a Bible, maybe a hymnal.
Get your tablet/internet device/tape player/CD and prime a hymn-worship song for listening.
Get communion—any beverage and cracker will do! Be in the spirit of the Holy!

Home Worship for October 11
Word and Praise
Welcome God.
Come, Holy Spirit, and incline our minds to
things that are true and just,
things that are pure and pleasing,
things that are excellent and worthy of praise.
Come, Holy Spirit, and incline our hearts toward you!
Prayer.
Gracious God, when the world's political noise is turned up
high, we come not to escape, but to seek wisdom, and to
focus on things that are worthy. Dial down the distractions in
our minds. Tune our senses to your word and our hearts to
your praise. In your holy name we pray. Amen to receive your
love and your direction in our lives. Amen.

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.
Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe.
His craft and power are great,
and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal.
Did we in our own strength confide,
our striving would be losing,
were not the right man on our side, the man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he.
Lord Sabaoth his name,
from age to age the same, and he must win the battle.
And though this world, with devils filled,
should threaten to undo us, we will not fear,
for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him.
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure.
One little word shall fell him.
That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth.
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also.
The body they may kill; God's truth abideth still.
His kingdom is forever.
By Martin Luther, 1529 Tune: EIN’ FESTE BURG
Chalice Hymnal # 65

Read Scripture.
Meditation.

Philippians 4:1-9
When we work for God we sometimes find

our selves in snags. There could be problems understanding
the message. There might be no easy way to relay such a
message to others in a way they understand.
The text today reminds disciples like us to take on the work
of Christ, the message of God in the following ways: Rejoice
in the Lord. Always. Rejoice. Know that God is near and don’t
worry. Be in prayer and make your needs known to God. Let
God’s peace guard your hearts and minds. FINALLY, stick with
whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing,
commendable, excellent, and praise-worthy.
Wow. That is quite the list. If that is all it takes, sign me up!
But seriously, that is a tall order for us to keep track of.
There is something about that list that is worthy of our time
though. Is it possible to keep that kind of list, that kind of
speech and goal-making before us?
As we participate in the year’s election and watch the images
of leaders and those who follow fly through the air, we are
but also reminded of whose we are. God’s. Jesus’ disciples.
Live into that holy light and do so with grace. Amen.
(-js)

Prayer and Great Thanksgiving
Be in Prayer. Offer prayer to God in thanks, in confession.
Express your needs, share the needs of others. Just say what
is in your heart. Amen!
Give an Offering.
What is it that you can give today? To
God, to another, to yourself. Either pause worship and go do
it, or make the commitment of giving that will happen today!
Communion. (Words of Institution & Lord’s Prayer)
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a loaf of
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
“This is my body that is broken for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way, he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood.” Speak and partake of the elements. Then pray, Our
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Benediction. Go forth with humble hearts, ready to serve
your neighbor and a world in need. Lead us, O God. Amen.

On the Sundays we are not together, we offer this at-home worship experience. (Different from the YouTube version.)
Find a place — space to sit. Pick a view, be comfortable. Light a candle nearby. Gather a Bible, maybe a hymnal.
Get your tablet/internet device/tape player/CD and prime a hymn-worship song for listening.
Get communion—any beverage and cracker will do! Be in the spirit of the Holy!

Home Worship for October 18
Word and Praise
Welcome God.
We belong to God. God’s stamp is on our lives.
God’s love and compassion is built into us.
God’s mercy and hope flow through us.
Let’s celebrate the powerful presence of God.
Let’s rejoice in the opportunities God gives us to serve.
Prayer.
God of power and might, help us to recognize the imprint of
your love and mercy in our lives. Open our hearts to that love
that we may grow in our faith and be strengthened in our
witness to you. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

All Creatures of Our God and King

Today’s text reminds us of the type that perhaps is due us in
these days of discipleship. It is not that we do it for thanks,
but what would one coming our direction look like? Could it
and would it reference our success in bringing the love of
God to others?
Thank you for works of faith and labors of love, and steadfast
hope in Jesus.
Thank you for letting the Holy Spirit fill you in such a way that
your words were powerful and full of conviction.
Thank you for imitating Christ in spite of what others think
and receiving the word with Joy.
In case you were looking for that thank you note in the mail
today, here it is. Could it be true? Could we have really been
filled with the Spirit in such a way? Only we might be able to
know. But perhaps others are able to as well. There is
something so good about living with such Spirit in us. It
makes living and breathing and loving so much better.

All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing
Alleluia, Alleluia!
O burning sun with golden beam,
O silver moon with softer gleam:

Spend some time today writing a note to someone who also
should be thanked for their faithful witness. - Amen.
(-js)

Refrain: O praise God, O praise God,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Be in Prayer. Offer prayer to God in thanks, in confession.
Express your needs, share the needs of others. Just say what
is in your heart. Amen!

O rushing wind with voice so strong,
you clouds that sail in heav'n along,
O praise God, Alleluia!
O rising morn, in praise rejoice,
you lights of evening find a voice: — Refrain
O flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for your God to hear,
Alleluia, Alleluia!
O blazing fire who lights the night,
providing warmth, enhancing sight, — Refrain
And all forgiven tender hearts,
forgiving others, take your part,
sing praises, alleluia!
You who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God, who knows your ev'ry care. —Refrain
By St. Francis of Assisi, 1225; W. H. Draper, 1925
Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Chalice Hymnal # 22

Read Scripture.
Meditation.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

It is nice to receive thank you notes.

Prayer and Great Thanksgiving

Give an Offering.
What is it that you can give today? To
God, to another, to yourself. Either pause worship and go do
it, or make the commitment of giving that will happen today!
Communion. (Words of Institution & Lord’s Prayer)
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a loaf of
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
“This is my body that is broken for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way, he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood.” Speak and partake of the elements. Then pray, Our
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Benediction. Go forth with humble hearts, ready to serve
your neighbor and a world in need. Lead us, O God. Amen.

